Afflictions : |Þ 
LL Firſt conceived by way of 4% 
© |Private Meditations :| Þ 
364 * Afﬀcerward 4 F:: : 
| Digeſted into &rtatn Sermons, | 7 
| And now publiſhed for the Help|" 
and wood of humble fuffering {| 4 
: CHRISTIANS. 


ByTno.CasF, M.A. ſometime 
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} 0B 23.15. 

Though he ſlay me, yet will 1 truſt in bim. 


Nihil co infoelicius” evi nihil infoelix Con- 
—rigit, Demet, + (pus $en. 


iq : q Printed by 7. R. and 27 D. for *Y 4. 
\, Natbaviel Renew at the Ki 
; dArm in Foes ks Chuech: Br 163 


d His brief dif- 


\@ Courſe” be- 
S fore thee iS 
LS an. Ex piſtle 
A in it "ir. 


D 
Q 


Not mine 


Wh 


ul LULMSSAN \\ 


ere =. = bur Gods, 


— 


containing matter of Counſel 
and Comfort , to the Genera« 
tion of hg ) It was 

| 2 ,, Written 


WE "20S - on 
29 


=" 


written 'not many years ago, 
and' yet it wanteth a zew im- 
preſsion, the chief account 
whereof may be that which 
the Apoſtle giveth in a ke 
Caſe, Heb. 12, 5, Ton have for- 
ottes the exhortation which 
ſpeaketh unto you as unts Chil=» _ 
dren, &c, Truly there is the .{- 
reaſon of all our nen-proficiency 
under Divine Teaching, We' 
forget the DodFrine before we 
come to the Uſe: by means 
whereof, we areas great ſtran- 
gers to- the Croſs, when we 
come to ſuffer; as if we had ze- 
- wer heard of it, and thereby 
it cometh to paſs that we do 
either deſpiſe the chaſtiſement of 
of the Lord, or elle faint when 
we are r:buked of him. Ifthe 
- Affiidionbein meaſure (as the 
=, Seriprare-phraſe is, Iſa, 27,8.) 
- Wwe arc apt to deſpiſe zt, as mot 
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the Rod ferch blood, preſgatly 
It is intellerable and we begin to 
faint; crying out in our paſh- 
'ON, Was ewer ſorrow like my [or- 
row? as if we could have born 
any tnrden but that upon the 
back, 

* Tt is very ſad to obſerve 
Suffering ( Perſecution eſpeci- 


ally ) hath got an 4/ Name in 


the world + The Devil anda 
reprobate world have brought 


op 4 ſcandal upon the Croſs. 
whilſt ſufferings immediately 


from God are interpreted as the 

fruits and Evidences of Gods 
_ hatred, to obviate which dif- 
conragement the Apoſtle ſpends 
the twelve firſt verſes of Heb. 
13, by many irrefragable Ar- 
guments (the main whereof is 


the Inuftance of all inſtances, the 


unSralcÞd ſufferings of the Son 
oY. "2 00J of- 


worth taking notice of ; But if 
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of God to eſtabliſh this conclu- 
fieng as a Cordial to keep the 
hearts of all the ſuffering3Saimis 
of God from fainting, ic. this, 

Gods Rod and Gods Love 
may ſtand together, 

Sufferings likewiſe from 
men, Perſecution (c, for the Goſ- 
pel ſake are accounted no better 
then the /iiemata of malefa- 
ors, marks of ſedition and re- 
belltonagainſt civilGovernment:; 
upon which the i7z0rant me- 
Licions multitude begin to cry 
out againſt them, 4s the Hea- 
they of old, 

Chriſtianos ad Leones, away 
with theſe Chriſtians, caſt them 
into the Liens da; Providence 
having fo ordered it, that who» 
{oever with Calehk, Numb, 14, 
24. Will follow the Lord fally, 
ſhall be expofed to the worlds 
hatred , and not their perſons 
only 
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only but cheir ſuffering, be 1a- 
den with the baſeſt oblequies 
. that the wet of malice can invens,. 

They are reputed 

The Troablers of Iſrael, 

.The Peſts of humane Societies, 

Perſons not fit to.live in the 
world, 8c. PAT 

And verily d * the wo/[d 
ſpeak s truly: of they as they 
- ſpeak wilely; their Cenſures did 
- notexceed the boards of juſt ice; 
- but cauſa facir martyrems, non 
peu, '- ED) $4 IE 

This - duty conſidered it is 
( not leſs then to a wonder) ob- 
- ſervable with what ttles of ho- 
. nowr, the Spirit of God in holy 
Scriptures is pleaſed to.djienifie 
the ſufferings of the Saints, 
when (I fay) they ſuffer, as 
Chriſf1ans, thatis to ay; 

For Righteonſneſs ſake, Mar. 
5; 10, I Pet, 3,14, 

For 
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'- For the Name of Chriſt, | 


1 Pet. 4. 14, 

Not becauſe they have ſinned, 
but becauſe they will not ſew. Pl. 
44.22, 1Pet.4.4,5.Dan,4.18. 


When for the Kingdom of 


God, 2 Thel, 1,5, 


When they ſuffer that the 
truth of the Goſpel may not }._ 


ſuffer, Gal. 2, bo 


In theſe caſes and the like,the y 


ſufferings of the Saints, however | 
they may be ignaminioufly - 
traduced, 1 Pet. 4, 14, ) bymen ' 
that are not competent Fuages 
_ Either of the Saizts or of their - 


ſafferings, 1 Cor, 2, 15,” Yet 


\ they are moſt honourably at- 
tefted . by the unerring witweſs 


: of the Holy Ghoſt z + 
They are called 
Chriſtians Letters teft;monial 
for Heaven, Mat, 5,10, 

T he Gift of God, Phil. 1, a9. 
anſwer- 
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anſwerable ro that account 
which our Lord had of his own 
ſ«fferines, John 18, 11. 

The Cup which my Father 
giveth me, &c, 

Their Evidence for the King- 
dom of Heaven, Mat, 5, 10. 

The appearance of the glort- 
02s Spirit reſting upon them, 
1 Pes, 4, 14, | 

Their Baptiſm for and Conſe- 
cration to their heavenly Inhert- 
tance, Mark 10.38, 39, 

The vspuala of the Croſs, 
The after-ſufferings of Feſas 


Chriſt, withoat which Chrifts: 


ſufferings ( as 4 body?) are not 
compleat, though ( as a media» 
for) they were perfe& upon the 


Croſs at what time he cried ont: 


T]4x55%, It Is finiſhed, 
Their Evangelical perfet7i- 


on, Jam. 1, 4, and no wonder 
for ſufferings were Chriſt hi" 
A-5 Pers: 
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Perfettion, Heb. 2. 10, 

A Fining pot for their Faith, 
2 Pet. 1: 7. 

The imp ovemont of their 
Graces, 1 Pet. 1. 6, 7. Rom, 
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The inhancement of thetr Glo. - 


15,2 Cor, 4. 17. | ; 


Their conformity to Chrift | © 


their head, 2 Tim, 2, 11,12, 
Ina word, glorizs things are 
ſpoken of ſufferers and their 


ſufferings, for the t:ſtimery of 


Feſas, 
For the revlvirg whereof 
upon the Heads. andHearts of all 
Chriſt his Confeſſers and Mar- 
tyrs, It hath been earneſtly 
| beg'd by ſome that wiſh well 
to the Intereff of the Goſpel thar 
theſe Priſon notions might be 
reprinted | 
TheLord give them(indeed) 
4. new . impreſsJon , that they 


may ; 
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| my be hunan wberhe Epiflef 


Chriſt miniſtred by us, witten not 


with Ink' but with the Spirit of 


the livine' God, n0t in Tailes of 
Stone, but on the fleſhly tables of 
the heart, 2 Cor 3.3. © 

- Surely diſcourſes of affliftion, 
can never be #xſeaſonable, The 


{© Scripturerells us, that many are 


the ſufferings of the Rightcons, 


Þf, 34. 19. And aayly expert- 


ence vetifiethit; God chaſten- 
eth them ; becauſe they are xo 


* better, the Devil and the repro- 
 bate world hate them, becauſe 


they areſozood. The evil Spi- 
ri ſtirrech up: his 1?ftruments 


to vex and moleſt the Sazzts, 
. that he may make an advantage 


of their troubles ( one way or 0- 
ther) to hinder-the courſe of 
the Goſpel. Moſt of his aſſaults 
are convey'd to us by 4fflidi- 
ons: therefore when we are _ 

ell 
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den' to reſiſt the Devil ſtedfaft 
in the Faith we are told im- 
mediately, that the [ame affi- 
FFions are accompliſhed in our 
brethren that are in the world,. 
1 Pet. 5.9. | 
Poſſibly an hour of tempt ati- 
03 may be xearer to us then we: | 
are willing to. believe; that | 
which maketh me dreadfully 
fnipet it, is the incredible | 
(warmes of Prieſts and Feſuits, 
thoſe deceirfull workers, Eni- | 
mies to all pare Religion and 
Loyalty , who like the Egyptian 
Locufts are come up into all the 
land, and reft in all our Coaſts, 
 Andcertainly theſe Polypr agma* 
7:75 are not inthe midſt of us, 
as Idle ns-bodies,ot cunningGyp= 
fies,to pickPockers only (though 
ſurely. they are not meanly ; 
#nftruffed in that profound | 
ai{tcry alſos tothe no ſmall im- 
poveriſbing: 


þ Ppoveriſbing of that ſtate wherein 
ſoever they are, and the fi/ling 
of their own Pockets,and of their 
boly Fathers Exchequer ) but 
they drive an higher trade: 
Witneſs the formidable in- 

5]. creaſe of Popiſh Proſelites and 
' | Se@&aries in Londen and other 
» patrtSof the Kingdom. I know 
'| there is altums (lentium, adeep: 
whiſt amongſt the Romaniſts 
in England in compariſon of 
what it was in ties paſt, when 
their hopes ran lower , then no 
voice was heard from them, 
| but Libels: and Tnwefives a- 
| gainſt the flate or complaints of 
the oppreſsion and ſufferings of 
poor Catholiques, oh the Perſecu- 
$:0n they Sroaned under, 

I. take not their filence now 
tobe any fruit of their modeſty : 
as if their ſpirits were more 
mild, or their principles leſs 
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wr, Ye ebceamen- 


my 


perniciows z, but I look upon it 
asan Argument of their preſet 
ſucceſs, and of their future con- 
fidence, IT wiſhit be not a ail 
and Cover of more ſecret and 
miſchievous Machinations, that 
they wutter not among them- 
ſelyes, as thoſe malicious Ent- 
mics of Gods people in Nehe- 
-ihs time, Chap. 4. 11. 

©That they ſhall not know, nei- 
* ther ſhall they ſee till we come in 
© the midſt among ft them,and ſlay, 
* thew , and cauſe the work to 
© ceaſe, &C. 

Cerrainly ſo far as this peſti- 
lext ſuperſtition prevaileth, ſo 
far are kindled thoſe fires, and 
the furnace prepated, wherein 
it will be 7ried who be pure zvet- 
tal, and who be Tin, dreſs, 
reprobate filuer, whons the Lord 
hath rejefed, Jer. 6. 30, Popery 
canno; long [nbſift unit(s r be 

IF up; 
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man. 


- F a oad 7 


ſupported by Perſecution, The 
_ Pernicions Abettors 0+ the My- 
ftery of iniquity, have always 
gone in the way of Cain : Popery 
is a LIoody Religion : Witneſs 

The Pariſian miſſacre, 

The fainted $uinqueninm of 
the Marian Reign, 

The 1zvaſjen of 88, 

| The Hell:ſh Powaer- Plot, - 

Thelate 1r:ſh Rebellion. 

* The: Inbumane Buttheries in 
Piedmont. 

The firing of Londen, 

Theſe and many more mon- 
ftrous -conceptions of that Mo- 
ther of Harlots, and abominati- 
ons of the Earth Revel. 17,6. 
ſtand as everlaſtins Monuments 
of Romes Innocency. h 

Let us not begin to flatter 
our ſelves with the vain cou- 
fidence that God will wot puniſh 
hs people by theſe that are _ 
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. than themſelves , Heb. 1, 33. 
England. hath. finned af that 
rate, that God may jnſtifie him- 
ſelf in the ſevereexecution of , 
of that bitter Reproach once: 

| threatned againſt a people, al- 
rogether & good a5 our ſelves ; 

Twill tring the worſt of the Hea- 
then, and they ſhall poſſeſs your 
hoaſes, Ezek. 7. 24, Y 
For the preventing of ſo 
; fhamefull a diftrution (it yet by 
Divine Prerogative it may be : 
prevented ) let us take the 
courſe ofGods own preſcri- 
bing, [c. ty ſoundRepentance and 
ſolemn reconciliation, to prepare 
to meet our God, and lay beld of 
his ftrength that we make peace _ 
with him, 114.27,5, Let usdo 
this, And they, if judgment | 
come, fadoment it ſelf can do 
us no harm: but otherwiſe, if | 
mercy come even mercy it ſelf can. 
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| dams mo good, The Lord teach us 


in this our day, to know the things 
of our peace before they be hid 


from onr Eyes, 


Reader, I take my leave of 
thee(with chat uſualConclufion 
wherewith Mr. Fohn Reynolds 
diſmiſſeth his friends is all his 


. betters, 1 commend thee to the 
love of God and hattred of Popery, 


only begging of thee, that 


when thou prayeſt thou wouldſt 
. remember 


A poor ſinner, yet 
thy Servant for 


Jeſus ſake, 
Tho: Caſe. + 


To 
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"To the READER. 


Reader, 


p- - TT Hou haf here in theſe following Lraves ſome PRISO y- 
] THIUGATS, I wiſh I could ſay, EXPERIENCES» 
If © have nut- written herein wbat | have FOUND, I 
ble/s God, 1 have witten what 1 bave SOUGHT, T1 
mu} bambly confeſs with holy Paul, & aoyiCou ngleiant- 
@*yau, I count nor my ſelf ro have apprcherided 3 yet 
thiouzh Grace I can add w.th that b'rfjed Saint, But this 
one thing I do, forgetting thoſe things which are be- 
hins, and reaching torch unto thoſe things which are 
before; I PRESS TOWARDS TFE MARK. - God 
" bath tauTht me ſemewhat of the DoRrine, if #2 would 
pleaſe to teach -me the Uſe; Ged bath in ſome meaſure 
ſh:ne1 me WHAT is to be gained by 4fflidtions, if He 
won'd a'ſo teach me HOW togain it, I ſhould with Me- 
ſes» account my ſuffnings greater riches then the trea- 
ſures of «feypt. The diſcovery if ſweet; if my heart de- 
cerve me not, I wou'd not exchange it for the wealth of 
both the Indies; the pofſciTinn infrnitely precious; For 
thy advantage I have heen perſwaded to piint ; my praycrs 
ſhall arcompany my papers, That that GOD, who quick.- 
encth .the ce:d, ard calleth things thar are not »8: 
though they; were, w-uld pleaſe to make th:ſe broken Ex. 
prefſions anſwer the aym : and ſor the © 
Hoe tantum 0:0, ayms-fake deſpiſe them not, but pray 
ut cumpetitis e- thou aiſoy andwhen thu prayeſt, re 
tiam Tertulliani mzmb:y the chicfeſt cf finners. hs prop 
peecato is meme» and unworthy Author, who, whileſt yet 
neris Ter. Apol. inthe Land of ihe” Living, will te 


Thine to ſerve thee, 
in the Goſpel of Ch: iſt, 


Tho. Caſe, 


me . 7 


To my Reverend Friend, 


Mr. T bomas Caſe, 


Minifer of the Gofpel, &c, . 


- Sur, f 
JThank you 
DEL for the fa- 
vor youdid 


N IN 5 Z D me 1n a{« 
QI _ D KE fording me 
Sn > a fight of 
your Papers, 


Fhad heard much of your noti- 
ons concerning 4fflitions, and 
therefore was very thirſty till 
you were pleaſed to give me to 
drink of the - Fountain : I cah 
now ſay as that Queen, * The 

| one: 
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Reader, 


Ax TP 9% hat here in theſe following Lraves ſame PRISON: 


THIuGATS, 1 wiſh I could ſay, EXPERIENCES» 
If © have nut- written herein what | have FOUND, 1 
ble/s God, 1 have wiitten what I have SOUGHT, T1 
mu} bambly confeſs with boly Paul, & aoyiCoucu xglera tm 
@*yau, I count not my ſeif ro have apprehended 3 yet 
through Grace I can add w.th that b'rfjed Saint, But this 
one thing I do, forgetting thoſe things which are be- 
hins, and reaching torch unto thoſe things which are 
before; I PRESS TOWARDS TFE MARK. God 
" hath tquzht me ſomewhat of the DoQrine, if #2 would 
pleaſe to teach -me the Uſe; Ged hth in ſome meaſure 
ſhrnel me WHAT is to be gained by 4fflifiions, if He 
wonu!d a'ſo teach me HOW togain it, 1 ſhould with Me- 
ſes» account my ſuſfnings greater riches then the trea- - 
fures of fgypr. The diſcovery # ſweet; if my heart de- 
ceive me nut, I wou'd not exchange it for the wealth of 
both the Indies; the pofſcfli>n infrnitely precious; For 
thy advantage I have heen perſwaded 70 print ; my prayers 
ſha!t aicompany my papers, That that GOD, who quick.- | 
encth he ce:d, and c3lleth things thar are not »g 
though the; were, w-uld pleaſe to make th:ſe broken Exe 
pre fſions anſwer the aym : and ſor the 
Hoc tantum oro, ayms-ſake deſpiſe them not, but pray 
ur cumpetitic e- thou d4iſoy and-when thu prayeſt, reo 
tiam Tertulliani mzmb:y the chicfeſt of finners. ths prop 
peecate is meme» and unworthy Author, who, whileſt yer 
neris Ter. Apol. in1h2 Land of ihe” Living, will te 


Thine to ſerve thee, 
in the Goſpel of Ch: iſt, 
Tho. Caſe, 
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To my Reverend Friend, 


Mr. T bomas Caſe , 
Minifer of the Goſpel, GC. 


_ Str, © 
JThank you 
DEL? for the fa- 
vor youdid 
me in af 
SJ fording me 
> 4 ſight of 

" yourPapers, 
Fhad heard much of your noti- 
ons concerning afflidtions, and 
therefore was very thirſty till 
you were pleaſed to give me to 
d:ink of the Fountain : I cath 
now ſay as that Queen, * The 
one: 


SHE WIE 


* i Kin. ' one half was wot told me; famefe 
10.7: came much ſhort oftsſte: We 
are perfe&t in no Leſſons ſo Fe 
much as thoſe into which: 
God whippeth us; and can-$ 
not ſpeak of ofany argument ſo 

warmly aud feelingly, as when 
we ſpeak out of preſent expe- 

rience: To treat of affiiF0ns 

. ' when we our ſelves flourith. þ 
| and abound in eaſe and plen- 4 
ty, ſavoreth more of the 0ra- 
tor then the Preacber, the brain. | 

then the heart : Certainly gueſs 

and imagination cannot be fo 

good a midwife to ſuch con-- 

ceptions as ſexſe and feeling. 

It ſeemeth when you went || 
into priſoz, the Spirit of God |: 
went into priſon with you - | 
and when you were ſhut upto 
others, you ſtill lay opez to the Þ 
viſits: and free breathings of 
his gracez the reſtraints and 

encloſures 
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vefencloſures of a priſon cannot 
ſe prejudice the freedom of his + cor 
ſo operations: He is a cloſe pri- #ini inpe- 
ch: [ſever indeed that is ſhut up, not parte 
Jonly from the ſociety of men,.men carce. 


Jbut converſe with the Holy '* eduxe- 
rint V0ss 


I Ghoſt, I begin to ſee there is guouſque 
e- [ſomewhat more then a ſtrain & perentes 


2s [and reach of wit in Terisllians rage 
 gye- 
Þ. (aoangs: * diſcourſe tro the gati rg#7 


1- Partyrs: * Tow went out of Mme ne 


i [priſon (ſaith he) when you went join quod 
n. [into it, and were but ſequeſtred ſigrogati 

ſs from the world, that you might ** Sang 
o [converſe with God; the greateſt recogitemus 
-- [priſozers and the moſt guilty are +. me he of 


$-[e that are at large, darkened {,,cyrw 
with ignorance, chained with «|, exif 


luſts, committed not by the Pro- ,, 


conſul, Ent God, efc. The Lord in carcerem 


often manifeſted himſelf to 10/7 in 
teligemus. 


This Prophets in a Wilderneſs, ,,/e 
and*to you in your ſeceſs:onand. womefiy 
. - ef MuNAHS 
retirement, Sir, graviores 1 
carenas induit mundgs, &c, Tertul, ad Martyr, 
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priſon-comforts, and the ſweet 


<4, xe rg”. CMS ARE inc, ui wan. Wk v4 Loa aan fe dude ed ed ng 3; $16 3s 
> N $ , p A L , \ (6 ts . +4: 4 COS A Oe =aey athens, GLA, 
x 
% 9 
- « 
Tc 


"be* 


- fort of your - Experiences; 
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Sir, I could evenenvy your 


opportunities' -of a .religious: 
privacy: Wethatareare broad 
are haraſſed and worn out 
with conſtant publick labors,] 
and can ſeldom retire from| 
the diftration of buſineſs for 
ſuch free converſe with God 
and 6ur own Souls: But we, 
are not tochooſe our own pot-| 
tion s croſſes will come {oon 
enough without wiſhing for 
thews and if we were wiſe wel 
might make an advantage of| 
every condition, 

Good Sir, be perſwaded 
ro publiſh thoſe Diſcourſes 
the Subjec is uſeful, and your 
manner of handling it warm 
and affectionate z do not des: 
prive the world of the com-f 


_ 
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Certainly my heart is none of 
the! 
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oury the tendereſt ; yet zf heart an- 

ect ſwercth hears 1 can eaſily fore- 
ſee much ſucceſs, and that you 
will not repent of the publica- 
tion : The Lord bleſs your 

_ endeavors in the Goſpel of his 
dear Son : I am, Sir, 


Tours in all 


Y-| Chriſtian obſervance, 


or Tho: Manton. 


Page 53, tine 27. to ſupport add him. 

| s[t.. ia for to, at the end of the line, 
p- 72.1. 8, 24d {nent before CV, 3. &Cc, 
P- 79-1, 18. prajerfull for power ſul, 
p-81, |. 25, {ft for ſtee | 
pe 86.1, 4 laſt word, make it 330. 
Pe 90. |, 3. laft word, make it Gre. 
Þ 92 1.23. add y(t before 1/azcs. | 
p 68,1. 19, inſtead of verſe $, make Ch, + 

23 10. 

P. 12941. 2. 8as&yZer nor'd 
F- 140.1. 9 trradiat for errad, 

I. 2x, light for life. | 
P- 187.1, 18, for ampertinent make impte 

aient. 

p 204: |. #{t, bur three, for Pberein make 
when, 

P- 207. 1, 18, for in make 5, 

P. 313.1, 20, to Grice add vx. 

Pp. 217,atl, 24 add in the Margin verſe 7, 

P. -_ 5.1. 5, between wh:n and bindeth add 

F 

p. 228, Margin 1. 3. for averti make in- 
inveniri, 

P. 236, againſt I, 23, Margin for fluits 
make fie[lis, 

P. 248, |. 25. ad d. roreay, 

P. 249, |. 5. add 07 to ſet. 

By reaſon of the Authors abſence, theſe 
and other faults have eſcaped Corre&ion, 
for which the Printer craves the Readers 
pardon, 


i 


- 


Tlafigd)e , Mebiuele. 


Correction, Inſtruction. 
DEED. - | 
© Rod, and the Word. 
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| P$AL:; 94.12... 
Bleſſed is the Man: whom thou 
chafteneſt, O Lord; and teacheft 
him out of thy Law. © 


His P/a/ms being "Avenger , 
e©;, without a Title, it is dubian' 


when, or by. whom'it. was pen'd, #[*:ibus 
Probably by David;*-when hichſelf, poder 

and the reſt of the Godly Pariy, Were: gyrya FfP 
under a fore and bitter perſecution 1a domi-- 
by * Saul and others 0f-that bloody 1:tigg non 


byporvitical "fiRion thats bare 1719 5025+ 7 
ani Fe fxeti 3519 1 : Har (tu infeſla = 


ſway under him; ** * 
erat quam omnes Gentium injuiie, Calv, in loc: 
| aabregn'om Saulis ſanguinoltenium ac videntum reſerri- po- 

zeft, Muſe, wt loce” "tp 2 12 Fo 
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2 CorrefTion, 


- Briefly, In the Pſalm the Prophet 
doth theſe three things, 
xz. He doth appeal to God for vews © 
eance onthe perſecutors ; deſcris 
Cs them by their prede, v. 2+ 
Prophaneneſs, v. 3, 4. their intem= 
perate virulency of ſpeech, v. 4. 
Cruelty, and bloody prattices, 
v2.5, 6. and laſtly by their 4the- 
iſtical ſecarity, v.7. " ] 
2. He diverteth to the Enemies, en- 
deavonring to convince them of * 
the braitifoneſs and folly of their 
Atheiſm, the Mother and Narſe 
of the other a charged on 
them, v. 8. and that by a three- 
fold Argument, /c. 

I. The power and skill of God 
in creating the hearing and ſces 
ing Organin Man, », 9. | 

2, The Soveraignty of God, and 
the Rirhreonſoef, of his 7adge- 
ments, which he executes in the 

| world, v. 10. the former part. 

S 3, His Wi/dome and knowledge, 
in enduing man with ſuch an 
excellent i»telefinal faculty, 
whereby even the creature it 


ſelf is able to attainto admira- by | 


- 4 
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Ae. Compleat bleſſing. 
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-. ble degrees of knowledge, v. 

'.. I0.latterpart, and 17. 

3. He labenrs to comfort the Godly 

againſt all the preſſures and per- 

- ſecutions under which they did 

groan and languiſh. 

'The firſt Argument which the P/al- 
miſt uſeth to this purpoſe is in che 
Text. /c, The ſweet fruit which # to 
be gavhered from the titter. root of 
affiifion ; the root indeed is bitter, 
but the fruit is ſweet, even divive 1n- 
frattion ; which therefore. is no lon. 
ger to be eſteemed a porifornrent, but 
a blefſing : 5, : 


NG ; 
Bleſſed is the man whom thou cha- 


ftentit,O Lord, and teagheFt. hins ont 
of thy LaW, Od Goa 

This being tbe ſubject T'.intend to 

inſiſt upon; { ſhall without any more 
ado contra ir into. this Dofrinal 
point of Obferyation, /c. 

That man ts a bleſſed man, whoſe 
Chaſtiſements are 'joju'd with 
Dwoine T eachingg« Or, 

Jt 46 a bleſſed thing when Correton 
and TuftrwTion go together, T he 
Rod” and the Word make. up 4 
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Corretion, 


-] ſhall take chaſtiſements here | in | 


the utmoſt latitude, for all ki»ds and 


degrees of ſufferings, whether from 
God, or Man, Or Satay; whether 
ſaffcrings for $i», or ſufferings for 
Righteouſneſs ſake, And for the 
Do&rinal part of che Point, I hall 
endeayour theſe four things, 


17, To ſhew you what theſe 
Leſſons are which God doth 
teach his people by his chaſtiſe- * 

. ments. | 

2. What the Nature and Pro- 
perties of Divine Teachings 
are. 

3. In what tendency Correftion 
lyeth in Order mnto theſe 
Teachings: or, what Uſe God 
doth make of Afli#;on for the 
carrying on of the Work of 
Inftraflion in the hearts of his 
People. 

'4+ I ſhall lay down the Groands 
and. Demonſtrations of the 
Point s or Conſiderations to 
evince the happineſs of that 
man whom God is pleaſed to-- 
reach by bis Correftions, a 


Inſftrnft ion. A 
I begin with the Zeſſuns which | 
God doth uſually teach his people in 
a ſaffering condition, Amongſt ma- 
ny which may fall withio the expe- 
rience af the ſuffering Saints of God, 
I ſhall obſerve unto you twenty /+- 
veral Leſſons, moſt whereof like the : 
teeth of the Spouſe ( you ſhall ſee ) Canr. 6.s. . 
will bear. twins : or if any of them | 
ſhould fail, the reſt witl more then 
. &F make: up-the account, -which when ; 
' T have preſented at /arge, I fhall then 29 Lefuns 4 
contratt into three ſummary an$eom- RICH 4 
8 - preheyfive InſtruRions, which will dy py -z 3 
# - contain the /abfarce of all. ea : 
| _ { Thefirſt Leſſonwhich God teach. 1. Leffen. * 
eth by AMiction is, Compaſſion to- Compalite * 
waras them which are in a ſuſfering come : 
conditics. Truly we are very prore © © 
to be inſenſible of our Brethrens ſuf- 
ferings , when we our ſelves are at 
eaſe in Zion :; Partly by reaſon of + - 
that /er/wality which is in our na- 
tures, reigning in carnal men, and 
dwelling even inthe regenerate them- 
ſelves; whereby we let out our hearts 
ſo inordinately to the Creatare-com- 
Forts which we poſſeſs, as to quench 
We the tenderneſs and ſenſe which we 
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| Correftion, 


Rom.y 31 
Do y69, 
& @veAs- 
H4av%, 


ought to have of the miſeries and - 
hardſhips of other men, Partly out 
of the delicacy of ſelf-love,, which 
makes us unwilling to ſowre the rel- 
liſh of our own ſweet fruitions, with 
the bitter taſte of ſtrangers afMiQi- 
ons- Partly through {ng gi/bneſs and | 
zorpor of ſpirit, which makes us un- 3 
willing to riſe up from the bed of || 
eaſe and pleaſure, to travel inthe { 
enquiry of the ſtate of our. Brethren 
either abroad or at home ; ſo that 
( as the Apoſtle ſaith in another caſe ) 
we are willingly ignorant, andarenot | 
only frangers, but are content ro be © 
rangers to their miſeries and cala- | 
mities. F-22013; | 

One way or other, eyen Chriſtians 
themſelves, and ſuch as are tr»ly fo 
called, are more or leſs guilty of the 
ſin of the Gentiles ; Wirhomt natnral 
affefttion, unmerciful, without bowels, 
without compaſſion, 

Hence you may find, that it was 
one of the errands upon which God 
ſent 1/rael into Egypt , that in the 
brick-kitns there their liard hearts 


might be /oftned"and melted \intar.. | 
compaſſion towards ſtrangers -anT'Y- 


captives. x 
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= "Taſtralizen. = " 7 
captives. Therefore when God had 
_ turn'd their Captivity, that was one 

of the firſt /-ſos of which he puts 
J them in'mind, 7 how ſhalt not oppreſs 


th 4 ftranger, there's the duty , which, 
T0 though negatively expreſt, yet ( ac- 
1d & cording to the Rule of interpreting %* 
1- 3 the Commandments ) doth include | 
2f $ all the affirmative daties of mercy 
e IF and compaſſion : and the wotive 
n follows, for you know the heart of a 
t = Franger: How came they to know 


) it 2 ſceing ye were ſtrangers in the 
t © Lavdof Egypt. As if God had ſaid, 
« & T knew thou hadſt an heart of iron, 
and bowels of braſs within: thee, 
cruel ' and incompaſſionate; and 

. F therefore I ſent you into Zgype on 
purpoſe, that by the crae/ty of the 
| Egyptians I might 2exder your 
| hearts; and that by tlie experience 
of your own ſufferings and miſeries,: 
you might learn as long as you live 
to lay to heart the anguiſh and ago. 
nies of ſtrangers and captives ; that 
whenſoeyer you ſee a ſtranger in 
your habitations, you may ſay, 
' *O here ts a poor Sojourner, an Exile, 

MM + © 1 will ſarcly have mercy nipos him, 
.. ": "WS * and 
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Corrett:on,. 


© and ſhew him kindneſs, for. 1 my ſelf 
* have been a ſtranger and a bond(lave 
* in Egypt ; 1 know by experience what 


© a fearful, trembling, bleeding heart 


© he carrieth in hzs boſom, &c. 

And upon this yery account God 
Ntill brings variety of aMictions and 
ſorrows upon his own children; he 
ſuffereth them to be plundered, ba» 
niſhed, impriſcned, reduced to great 
extremities, that by their own expe- 
rience they may learn to dra ont 
their ſoalsto the hungry, and mercies 
rowards ſuch objects of pity; that 

they might ſay within themſelves, 
1 hnow the heart of this afflicted Soul, 
I know what it is to be plundered, to 
he rich one day, and the very next 
day to be ſtript naked of all ones com- 
forts and accommodations; I know 
-what it is tohear poor hunger. ſtary'd 
children cry for bread; and there is 
-none to pive them; I know what it 
1s to be baniſh'd from deareſt rela- 
tions, to be like arms ard leps, torn 
out of the body, and to: he bleeding 
in their ſeparation:: 1know what it 
is to be. caſt into priſon, to be locke 


pp alone in the dark, with no- other, 
com- _* 
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e aw theface of my:Chtriſtan friends, 
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company but ones own fears and ſor- 
rows; I know what it is to receive 
the ſentence of death in our ſelves, &c. 4 
Shall not I pity, and pray, and pour b 
out my Soul oyer ſuch asare bleeding 3 
and languiſhing under the like miſe. 
ries! And this Argument yet makes 
deeper impreſſion, when a Chriſtian 
compares and meaſures his lighter 
burden of aMliction- with anothers 
more grievous yoke, and reaſonsthus 
within himſelf , © Impriſonment was 
* grievous to me, and yet enjoyed 
* many comforts and accommodati- 
© ons, which others have not; 1 had 
* x ſweer chamber; and a ſoft bed, 
* when ſome poor Members of Jeſus 
* Chriſt, in the Spaniſh Inquiſition, 
*.and the Tarki/s' Slavery, are caſt 
© ;hto" the "Dungeon ,"and fink, with | 
© Feremiah, into the mire , their * fert * PC, 16451 
* ave" hurt in the flocks, and the irons 18. ; 
* do enter into their Sonl ; others lie 
* bleeding and gaſping upon the cold 
© ground with their undreſt. wounds, 
* expoſed ro all rhe'injuries'of hunger 
*iand-'nakedneſs in: the: open air, I 


at. Kk-3wes, enjoyed refreſhmer.t i ; ; 
| B 5 con- E 
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 Correflion, 


* converſe with deareſt relations, 
* while ſome of Gods precious people 
* are caſt into dark and ſtinking pri- 
© ſons, and do not ſce the face of a 
© Chriftiay, not of 3 man (poſſibly } 
© in five, ten, or twenty years toge- 
© ther, unleſs it be of their tormenters. 
© I had freſhdietevery day, not only 
*for neceſſity, but for dclight, while 
* other precious ſervants of God want 
* their #eceſſary bread, lie arving in 
* the doleful places of their ſorrowfutl 
* reſtraint, and wou'd be glad to eat 
* bread that falls into the very loath- 
* ſome excrements of Nature, and 
* perhaps ( for extremity of hunger ) 
* nevcr ſtand to wipe it, poſlibly, 
"forced to rake dead and ſtinking 
* carkaſſes out oftheir graves for their 
* forrowful food, to eat the frat of 
* their own loyns, yea tofeed on their 
* own da7g, and drink their ews ps, 
*&c;. Oh ſhall not my bowels yern, 
" and my compaſſions be rouled with. 
"in me, towards ſuch ObjzeRtsof mi- 
* ſery and compaſſion? + |; + 
Truly Brethren, we:ſee it dailyin 
caſe of the Srone , Toothach, Gout 
Strangary, and' the like evils fer. 


com- |} 


ad 3 


_ 
n RE 8”; a ...> TTL Ty. 3. 


_—— 


 Inſtrultion. 


experience doth melt the heart into 
tears of ſympathy and fellow-feeling, 
while ſtrangers to ſuch ſufferings 
ſtand wondering at, and almoſt de- 
riding the heart-breaking laments of 
poor wretches, Brethren, that you 
may not wonder -at this, confider 
I beſeech you what the'Apoſtle ſpeaks 


of Chriſt himſelf ; 7r behoved bins in Heb. 2.1 _ 
_ all things to be made like unto bis 1 


Brethren, that hy might be a merciful 
and faithful High Prieft in things 


pertaining "fo God, And apain, Fe Ch 1.4.57 j 


bave not an High Prieſt which cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our in- 


firmities, but was in all points tempted 


like as we are, And Chap. 5. 2, 
Who can have compaſſion , &C. for 
that he himſelf alſo #8 compaſſed. wit 
infirmities. $ 


- -A man would fay within hbimfelf, 


Why what need had the Lord Jeſus 
toinveſt himſelf with a body of fleſh 


| _ that he might know the infirmities of 


our nature, firice he was God, and 
knew all things ? Nay,: but, my Bre- 
thren, ic ſeems the knowledge which 
Chriſt had 4s God, was different from 
that. : knowledge which he had as 


mas ;. 


| Correftion, 


24n ; that wh ch he had as God, 
-was intxitive; that which he had as 
man, was experimental, experimental 
_ knowledge of miſery is the heart- 
affefling knowledge, and therefore 
Chriſt himſelf would intender his 
own heart, as Mediator, by his own 
ſenſe and feeling ; And if the Lord 
Jeſus, who was Mercy it [elf, would 
put himſelf into a ſuffering condition, 
that he might the more ſweetly and 
affetionately af theſe Mercics to- 
wards his ſuffering Members, bow 
much more do we, that by nature are 
incompaſſionate and: cruel, need ſuch 
practical teachings to work upon our 
own hearts ? Certainly we cannot 
Sain ſo much ſenſe of the Saints ſuffer- 
ings by the moſt artificial and skiltu!l 
relation that the tongue of men or 
Angels is able to expreſs', no nor 
by all our. Scripture. knowledge, yea 
though [anitified , as we do by one 
dayes experience in the School of 
AfMiction, when God is pleaſed to be 
the School-maFer. 

This is one end why God ſends 
us thither, and the firſt Leſſon we | 
learn by AfMigion , /c, Sympathy 

with, -} 
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| with, andcompaſſion to, our ſuffer- : 

ing Brethren, } = L 

I come tothe Second Leffon. \ kl 

And that is, By Chaſtiſements God ; .0 ine 

aoth teach us how to prize onr outward cuthly 

mercies and comforts more, and Jet to comforts 

dote upon them leſs ;, to be more thank- I&e 

ful fer them, and yet teſs enſnared by 

them, This is a Myſtery indeed to 

Nature, a Paradox to the World, 

for naturally weare very prone either 

to ſight, or to /#rfeit ; and yet (it 

is fad: to conſider ) we can make a 

ſhifc to do both at once; we can «n- 

aervalne our mercies even while we 

£1at our ſelves with them, and deſpiſe 

them even when we are ſarfeiting 

uponthem, .Witneſs that inculcated "T3 

caution by Xoſes and Jeſona.. When © - 

theu haſt eaten and art fulk, take heed Deur.$ 10, _ 

thiu forget net the Lord thy God. 113.and Þ 

Behold, while men f/!rhemſelves with 9: 312 35+ | 

the, mercies of God, they can neglef? 

the God of their mercies: When God is 

molt liberal i» remembring us, we are 

moſt ungrateful zo forgee God ; Now 

therefore that we may know how to 

} putadueeſtimate upon mercies, God | 

FT  oftencwts 3 ſort, that we may learn  * 7 
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I 4. Si Correftion, 


ro prize that by wart , which our 
fooliſh unthankful hearts /2;ghred in 
the. exjoyment. Thus the Prodigal, 
who while yetat home, could deſpiſe 
the rich and well-furniſhe table of his 
father, when God ſent him to School 
_ to the Swize-rrough, could value the 
Luk-35 7. bread that the Hinds did eat ; How 
many of my fathers hired ſervants have 
BREAD enough, and to ſpare ! He 
would have been glad of the reverſi- 
on of broken meat that wascalt into 
the common-basket. 

I do not believe David ever ſlight- 
ed the Ordinances , yet certainly he 
never knew ſo well how to eſtimate 
them, as when he was baniſhe from 

Pſalm 84. them; then a Porters place, the 
Sparrows neſt, and the Swallows 
neighborhood to the Altar of God, 
were matters of envy to him: The 

Pfal 42.5, remembrance 0! the company of Saints, 

| & 110.3. the beanty of the Ordinances, and the 
| Plak.6;.2, preſence of God, fertcierh tears from | 

F his eyes, and groans from his hearr, 

Pſal 42.4. in his forrowfu! Exile : 37hen. I re* 
: member theſe things, 1 pour out my 
Soul 3n me, &c, My tears are'my 

Verſe 3. meat day and night, O: how amia- 

ble 
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f be are the Aſſemblies of the Saints, 


and the Ordinances -of the Sabbath, 
when we are deprivedofthem ! 7» 
thoſe days the word of the Lord Was 
precious, Objeft. When was_it not 
precious? A»/w. It was always pre. 
cious in the worth of it : but now. it 
was precious for the want of it : Pro- 
phers and: Propbecie were precions,, 


{| becauſe rare, '{oit followeth, There 


Was 0 open viſion, Want will teach 
us the Worth of mercies. Our liber- 
ties and deareſt relations how cheap 


t Sim 3.0; 


Carends 
potius quan 


fruends. 


and common things are they while we Scn. Ep. | 


poſſeſs chem without any check or 


1 reftraint ? 'While we have the keep- 


ing of our mercies in our own hands, 


j we raake but ſmall reckoning of 


them. Oh, but let God threatena 


T ask-maſters be (et over us and our 
comforts, who fhall meiſure out un- 


' to usattheir own pleaſure ; letus be 


lockt op a while under cloſe impriſon- 


'Y ment, and there be kept faſting from 


og>-deareſt enjoyments, 'ther the 


ghr of a friend, (rhough but throngh 
an iro grate) the exchange of a 
few common civilities with a yoke- 


Aellow 


4 divorce by death orbanifhmene, let. 


CorretÞon, 


fellow under the correRion and con- 
troul of a keeper, how fweet and 
precious ? when as moneths and years 
of arbitrary enjoyments are paſt 
through, and we ſcarce ſit down to 
refle& one ſerious view upon our 
mercies, ſetdom ſpread them before 
the Lord in. prayer, or ſend up one 
thankful Ejaculation to God by night 
upon our beds, in this or the like 
manner ; © Lord, - what mercyis this 
* which I enjoy in my yoke-fellow, 
* chilaren, friends, liberty, eſtate, com- 
* forts and accommodations of all ſorts, 
*not for xeceſſity only,. but for .de- 
© Light, while others, better then T, 
* languiſh ander an unequal yoke, 
© have great rebukes in their chil-: 
* dren, are ſepirated from friends, des; 
* fpoil'd of their eſtates , imprifon'd,' 
© aniſht, aflited, deſerted;torment-F 
*ed! How comes it to -paſs'that ſo 
* much mercy falls to my ſhare ? that 
*I want nithing , while others have 
vothing ? &c. Oh how rarely do we 
entertain ſuch diſcourſes  with-<ar 
own hearts, but paſs by mercies*1 | 
common things., fſcirce- woreh | + 
owning ? whereas in the hole \ A 
bondage, ! 
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Inſtruftion. | = 

bondage, in a Land of Captivity, the 
lees and aregs of thoſe mercies- will 
be precious, which while the Yeſſe! 
ran - ap and freſh we- could hardly 
reliſh : In famine the very gleanings 
of our comforts are better than t 
whole Yintazeinthe years of plenty. | 

And then ſecondly, As God teach- Ms have 
eth usto prize our mercies, fobyaf- them. * 
flition alſo he doth teach ms moderati- 
0n in the uſe of them, while we value, - 
not to ſurfeit, And indeed it is the 
inordinate- uſe of outward comforts 
which renders us unfit to pr:z:e them ; : 
we loſe our eſffeem of mercies in ex- "2 
ce(s ; Surfeits do uſually render thoſe O a 
things #a#ſcoxs, which formerly have j,,,. off 6 
been our delicacies : By our exceſles feturer fe 
reattre enjoyments, Reaſon prava v0» 
wn'd 1n ſenſe, Tndgment Ex- {#ptas don 
t in appetite, and the affeRi- WM 
ors being blunted by commonriefs of 
exerciſe, even pleaſures themſelves 
become a burden. Surely the ex- 
ceſſive letting out of our ſelyes to 
ſenſual fruitions, is both af» and.a 
puniſhment, while thereby -we loſe 
both the ereatare and God, and our 
ſelves at once. | | 

| Now *© 
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CorreTion, 
Now this diſtemper God doth many 
times cure by the ſharp corroſive of 
affliction, and by hard/>;p teacheth 
0s moderation, Partly by inuring us 
to abatements and wants , whereby 

- that which at firſt was »eceſity, af- 
terwards grows to be our choyce : 

Phil. 4-12, Hence ſaith the Apoſile, / have learned 
to want ; how? why God hoth taught 

him to live of alittle : By feeding of 

us /parigly, Godabates andſlackens 

the inordinacy of the appetite. Part- 

ly and eſpecially, God takes off our 

hearts from inordinate indulgencies in 

a ſuffering condition, by #/covering 

richer and purer ſatisfaftions in 7eſns 

Chriff. It is Gods deſign by with- 

drawing the Creature, to invite, and 

$x the Sou] upon himſelf : The yoyce 

of the Rod is, O taſte and ſee how 

Food the Lord 2, which when the 

Sonl hath once perceived, thruſting ' 

the creature away with contempt 

and indignation, it opens it felf to 

Pſ:,73 25; God, ſaying hom have 7 in Heaven 
| but thee? and there is none upon Earth 
that 7 defire in compariſon of thee, 

' Surely it was inthe School of AfMi- 

tion that David learn'd that Leſſon, 

even 


_y" 


Inftrabtion. OE 


even when the wicked proſpered, and 


himfelf, with the reſt of che godly, | 
were plagued all the Day long, and Verle 84+" 
cha$tned every morning. 

This is the ſecond, and an happy 
Leſſon, ſc. to prize comforts more, 
and yet preyupon our comforts leſs, 

A third Lefſon, which God teach- 3 ! efſon 
eth .by his Chaſtiſements, is,. Se/f- Seif deny» | 
denial and obediential ſubmiſſion to the ®" 
will of God. ny 0 
In our proſperity we are full of on 
own wills, and uſually we give God 
conſe! when God looks for obedience, 
as if we could tell God how it mighe 
have been better, and ſo we diſpate 
our croſs when we ſhould rake it wp, 


"but now ferends aiſcimns perferre, 


by bearing a litcle we learn to bear 
more; the tryal of our faith Worketh 
patience : the more we ſuffer, the more 


James 1.3? 


' God fits us for ſuffering , partly by 


working us off from our 0Wvn wills : 
folly is bound "np inthe heart of Gods 
chilarew, as well -as our own; xt Pro-23.15 
the rod of corre&ion ariveth it far from 
"them, God fetcheth ont the ſfab- 
bornneſs and peyverſneſs of our ſpirits 
'by the D3/cipline of the Rod; Sothar 
| before 
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20 .Correftion, 

' before he hath done withus, we have þ 

not a will to lift up againſt his w;Þ, 

' . And ſurely as weſay to our children, 
Oh, it ts a good rod, Which breaks as 
of our tomacks. Partly by innying us 
ro the Croſs : The Bullock #naccuftem- 
ed to the yoke, is very impatient under 
the hand of the husbandman; but * 
after ſhe is inured- to-labour, ſhe 
willogly puts herzeckunder the yoke: 

- and- ſo it is with Chriſtians; after a 
while the yoke of aflition begins . 
to be well ſetled; and by wxch bear-. ' 
ing. we learn to bear with gaietueſs : 

A new Cart maketh aigreat »o;fe and 

(queaking ,, but when- once aſed, ft 

oeth þ/extly under the greateſt load. 
None murmur ſo much at ſuffer 
ings as they who have ſuffered leaſt : 

' whereas on the contrary, we ſee ma- 

- ny times that they ate moſt patient 
who have the heavieſt burden upon 
their backs, He firteth alone , and 

Lem.3.23. poeverb flence, becauſe he hath born it 

2 #pon him: 9. d. He is patient becauſe 
he is 4cq#4inted with ſorrows : When 
people cry out, Oh, ever ſuch fuf= 
ferings as mine , it is an argument 
they are frangers to aMigjons, _ 
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Tufruttion. | 


— "Þþ alſo becauſe by chaſtiſements God 
Work: ont, by degrees, the delicacy of 
rs which we contractin-our pro- 


- rity; mercy makes ' us tender: 
;, <7 who arc always kept in the 


arm houſe, dare not put their head * 
hut of doors #*: a form : none 10 


G nit for ſufferings as they that have 
Þccn always dandled upon the kxee of - 
e | + 
Providence : the nioſt delicate con. 
| Mitutions are moſt unfit for hardſhip, 
Pur laſtly and chiefly, this comes to 
; pals, becauſe by /affering we cometo 


aſte the fruit of ſufferings. * No cha- - 
Fening for the preſent ſeems joyous, but 
:evous : At firſt, Chaſtiſemenc 
cems very bitter, but afterwards it 
yeelaeth the praceable fruits of righs 
eonſneſs unto them which are exerciſed 
hereby. © The fruit of patience is not. 
found at the firſt brune, but after we 
are: well exerciſed and acquainted 
Z with a ſuffering condition: afMiction 
is the true moly, though the root be 
bitter, yet the fruit tr ſweet, theres 
meat in the'eater, our of the frong 
comes-ſweerneſs : and then when the 
Soul begins. to taſte che ſweet fruit 
which grows upon the bitter root, 
OX, w. {4 


eb.12.1T 


Correflion, 
ic. ſays with the Church in che Las 
mentatians, It # goid that a main 
ſhauld both. hope and, quietly wairfoy 
the Salvation of the Lard; it is good. 
that a man ſhonld bear the yoke in hit 
youth: 5. e. 1 ſhall not be a loſer. 
by. my ſuffering, I fe the fair will 
abundantly compenſate the /m#rt of 
aſuffcring condition, F 
Thus, I ſay, one way or others 
God works his children into a ſweet 
obediential frame by their ſufferings, 
Even of. Chriſt himſelf, the Son's 
Hb. 5.8. God by nature, it is faid; He learr 
Eualcy 40 of obedience by the things which. bt 
"arg ſuffered : He experimentally came to Þ 
expertus eſt, know what it was tobe /»bjef to 
the ik of his Father. It is moſt! 
properly true of the agepted children, : 
they learn obedience by the things [# 
which chey ſuffer; and that not only * 
in a p-ſ/ive but in an, ave ſence. | 
By/aff ering Gods Will welearnto 4s | 
Gods Will : God hath no ſuch obedi- # 
ent childres as thoſe whom he nur- 
tures in the School of afflidFion, - At) 
length God brings all his Scholarsto,} 
ſubſcribe, what God 'Wwill,. When God | 
will, Howw God will : Thy a 
one 
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———— 


Lan lowe on Earth, as it ts in Heaven, A 
"4 $leſſed Leſſon. | ] 
A Fourth is, Hamility and Ieek- 4'Lefſon,.. © 
eſs of Spirit. Humility 2} 
It is one of Gods deſignsin aMis C08 
tion, to hide pride from man : to Job 33-17 
pread ſackcloth upon all his glory ; 
hat ſo man may ſee noexcelency itt - 
all the creature wherein to pride 
imſelf God led Iſrael forty years Deur. 8, 
in the wilderneſs to humble them : ** 3* l 
By the thorns of the wilderneſs God * 
prickt the bladder of pride, and let ; 


” ont the windineſs of ſelf-opinion that 
- o 0 Y'4s in their hearts. - Proſperity uſu- 


- * Yally makes men ſurly and ſopercilious 

lO Frowards their poor brethren; The Pro.18.23; 

oft I rich anſwers roughly : Even while the 

en, I poor ſeth entreatics, maketh his ad- 

83 [7 dreſſes to him with all humility and 

ly obſervance, he holds up his head, or 

© {| turns his back upon him with ſcorn 

as 3 and contempt, and thinks himſelf too 

5- | ood to give his poor neighbour a Tude rg: 

tf ſoft and peaceable anſwer : Iogunn- —_ 

ACN ru lapides, they ſpeak hard things ; oxangev, 

[O'F the roughcaſt Vabals, a man can» 

C not tell how to ſpeak to them. Pride 

is an humor which naturally runs in 
Fas | our 
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| Riches veins, and icis nouriſh'd by eaſe anc 
þ make men proſperity. And therefore to tame 
{ Proud> Put this pride of ſpirit that is in man, 
poreny | God takes him into the howſe of Cor- 
the heart, reE5on , puts bis feet in the Rocks, 
\ and there teacheth him co kniow bim- 
| ſelf; He humbled thee,” and ſuffered 
 Deur; 8. 3. thee to hanger ; | Hunger brought 
down 1/raels ſtomack, and did eat 
out that proud fleſh which beganto 
rankle. - Hence it is that if you take 
thechildren of God either yet in, or 
newly-.come out of the [furnace of 
affiQtion, you ſhall obſerve them 
to be the tameſt, meekeſt creatures 
upon the earth , as it is ſaid of the 
ew Convert , Iſa. 11, 6.. A little 
child may lead them: whereas be- 
fore it may be they were ſo fiff } 
and high in theinſtep, thatan argel | 
of, God could not tell how to deal! 
with them; .now the meanefs of 
Gods miniſters or ſeryants- may. 
 reprove and connſel,-8&Cc, a little child- 
3 may. lead .them 1 That David whom: 
A 2 Symra Sin a i fo herce that he. put his: 
;, of 3h poor £4 mmonitiſh priſoners. and; 
bs capLives..co: death incold bloed; yea 
FOrmenced them to death niche, 


at as " * hots ho. "2 _ 
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Tnftraltion, 25_ 
and þarrows, and axesofiron; and 
burnt” them a/zve in fiery brick- 
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"i kilvs: Him did baniſoment and per- 

6: ſecutien make ſo tame, that not only - 
, | s 01 ; 0 L 

Ne, the righteou might repreve him, but P\{z. 741-5, 3 


even the wicked might reproach him ; 
4F and he holds his peace, or if he ſpeak, 
they be words of patience and /ubmi/- J 
No from: So let him curſe, becauſe the 2 539. 16 ? 
ON Lord bath ſaidcarſe David, A man '* 
by trouble comes to know his own 


, heart, which in proſperity he was 
Y a ſtranger to, ſeeth the weakneſs of 
n his grace, and the ſirength of his 


corruption; how nothing 15 weak p 
© but grace, nothing frovg but fin, Row- 7: 9 
"FF and this lays him in the duſt, 9h — "adi 
"# wretch that I am! and truly when 4 
F'& a man hath learned this Leflon teis ve.r 24. Þ 
not far from aeliverance, Seek the Zcph, 2.36 - 
'Y Lord all ye meek of the earth, ſth 
righteouſneſs ; ſeth meekneſs, it may 
be ye ſhall be hid in the day of the Lords 
anger. This is Gods deſign, firſt, to 
"  mecken his people by afli&:5n,and then 5c al 
"FF to [ave them from af:ifion. For the © OE 
'Y Lord taketh pleaſure in by pecple, he ll 
will beautific the meck with Salvation. 
_ Fifthly | God by affliQion 4i/co- 
C 


vers 


£ mn SR 4 "" g et a ”_ SIT TOP 
299.53 eats OW EN LIST + 
Mr OW. 


» . P7Y ee £ =o PO OS” 5 TO Y _ a Rh 
= «rs & y . #4 2. ad y _. 4 Dr 25 oe iS 2 46; 7 ” 
o&& At SI ES <6 ", b (3-2, $4 7 F © 
NEE ed ans HR As 1. RP $4 
: =o "£23 £ x 
6h fl Fo 


»& : 
bs 2 - . 3 
——, * _— 
jv” 4 
* xD 6 
5 _ 
L , 
& » > 


—C 


Correftion, 


AE; Leſſon, 
” Diſcovery 
* of coriwp- 
t tions 


+8 Dear, $,2+ 


Jer. 9 7. 


vers unknown corruption in the hearts 


of his people, He led thee through 


the Wilderneſs theſe forty years to. 
humble thee, and to prove thee, 20 
know what was in thy heart ,, 8, e.t0 
make thee know what Was inthy heart, 
what pride , what impatience, what 
anbclicf, 'what idolatry, what diſtruſt 
of God , what marmer, what Me 
thaukfulneſs was in thy heart: and 
thou never tookeſt notice of it. I 
tell you Chriſtians, fin lyeth very 


cloſe and deep, and is not eaſily diſ- 


cerned till the fire of aflition comes 
and makes a ſeparation of the precions 


from the vile, The furnace diſcovers 
the droſs which ſay bid before. z7bat } 
ſhall 7 do ( faith God ) for the dangh- | 
ter of my people ? they are exceeding 
bad, and they know it not : what * 
ſhall I do with them ? 1 will melt 
them and try them ; into the furnace | 
they ſhall, and there I will diſcover ? 


themſelves to themſelves, and ſhew 


them what is in their hearts, In the ' 


furnace we ſee morecorruption, and 


more of corruption, than ever-ap- ! 
peared, or was ſuſpeRted. Oh faith ; 
the poor ſoul whom God hath 

>. _— 


( 


Inſtrnftion, - | 
raughe in the School of affliction, 
* [ never thought my heart ſo bad 
* as now Iſeeitis.; I could not have 
”0 F< believed the world had had ſo mach 
* intereſt in my heart, and Chriſt / 
© /ittle , 1 did not think my faith had 
been ſo weak and my fears lo ftrong ; 
<1 find that faith weak in danger, 
«which i had chought had been ſtrong 
* out of danger , little did I think the 
* ſight of death wou!'d have been fo 
* terrible, parting with neareſt friends 
*and deareſt relations ſo piercing ; 
x < Oh how unskilful and unwiſe am 

© <I co manage a ſuffering: conditi. 
s  < on, to diſcern Gods ends, :to finde b: 
< out what God would haye me to "2 
*do, to moderate the violexces of ; 
* mine own paſſions, to apply the 
* cennſels and comforts of the word 
F © for their proper ends anduſes! Oh 
ce © where is my patience, my love, my 
T7 zeal, my rejoycing in tribulation ? 
w # © Ah did [eyerchink to find my heart 
e F © ſo diſcompoſed, my affetions ſo out 
dif © of command, my graees 10 to ſeek 
- 7 © when7ſhould fallinto divers rempte- 
J © ti0ns? what a deal of /elf-love, pride, 
h * diſtruſt in God, Creatare-confidence, 
ix C 2 dife 


— 


Corretls, 


4 to 42, 
© 2% 


3  Judg. 10. 
5 I 3e 4, 


* diſcontent, murmur, rijng of heart 
* againſt the haly and righteous diſpen- 
* (ations Of God, is there boiling and 
* fretting within me ! 70 7 me what 
"41 heart have 1. & 

And beſides all this, in the hoxy 
of temptation, God brings old {ns 
to remembrance, We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother, could 
7oſephs brethren fay, twenty years 
after they had ſold him for a ſlave, 
when they were in danger to be 
queſtioned for their /ives (as they 
feared: ) and thus when the 7/rael- 
;tes cry to God in their ſore diſtreſs 
for reſcue and deliverance, God puts 
them in mind of their old Apoſtacies : 
Ye have forſaken me and ſerved other 
gods , &c. go and cry te the gods 
Whom ye have choſen. Suffering times 
are times of bringing ſin to mind : 


sKin.8 49 If they bethink, themſelves in the land 


whither they were carried captives : 
Heb. 1f they bring back to heart, 
Captivity is a time of turning in 
upon our ſelves, and bringing back F 
to heart owr doings, Which have not | 
been good in Gods ſight : Thus David | 
under the rod could call himſelfto 

| account, i 


a Inftrution, © 29 © 
account, 7 thought on my ways, and Pla. 1ig, * 
earned my feet, &c, PLE 59. 7 
nd This now is another leſſon which 
,.. God teacheth by afMiRion,; and ic 
js .of great uſe to humbleus, and co 
empty -and out;us of our ſelves, to 


= make us; fly to Jeſus Chriſt for 66s 1 
ly righteouſneſs and ſtrength, In a 24 


word, God lets us fee what is 
crooked that we may ſtreigthes it, - 
what is weak that we may ſtrengt hey 

it, what is wanting that we may 

»pply it; what is lame that it may it» 12, 
not be turned ont of the Way, but that *> 75: 
it may rather be healed, 

Sixthly, i» the School of affliftion 6-3 m 
Ged doth teach us topray. They that PP 
never prayed before will pray in 7 
A affliction, Lord in trouble they have Ifa.26.16, 2 
viſited Thee, they poured ont a prayer . 
, BW when thy chaftening # upon them, 
1 They that kept their diſtance with 


LY 
0: 


God before, yea that /aidto rhe Al- 

mighty depart from us, in their J.b:1 14. 
afflition can beſtow a ir upon 

God, in trouble they hane vifited 

thee; and they that never prayed : 
before, or at leaſt did but now and 

then, drop out a ſleepy ſluggiſh 

| C43 wi 


-_- 
Op wt Gee. +; CR 
- "on" l 
4 - 
_ WES 


EX... Ons - 
Cr IR 


—. 
« —_—” 


E- $0 Correllion, * 
wiſh, can now fpoxr oxt 4 prayer 
i when chaFi{ement is upon their 
aPſa.to7 loins. - a Rebells, b Fools, c Mari 
11,b17, ers, even the wort of men, can cry 
£25" to God 5» their trouble, The vety 
Heathen-mariners fall to their prayers 
1 in a form, and can awakenthe ſleepy 
Jottah 1. Prophet to this duty ; what meaveſ 
þ>'G. thou O ſleeper ! ariſe and call upon thy] 
 . ,.. God, Hence weuſetoſay, He that) 
—_ _ ' cannot pray, let him go to Sea, Thus) 
cat nawi- I fayafiitionopens dumb lips, and 
| , gare, untyeth the ſtrings of the tongue to# 
E:* callupon God. Z 
But whom God teacheth in af. 
fliction, they learn to pray in ano-Z 
ther manner , wore frequently, mon 
fervently, 3 
Firſt, more - frequently , Gods" 
. people are veſſe's fall of the ſpirit 
of prayer, and affliQion is a prercer, 
whereby God draws it out. ' For? 
my love they are my adverſaries, but! 
Pſz 1c9 4. 1 give my ſelf unto prayer. David 
' _ was always a praying man, but} 
now under perſecution he did | 
thing elſe , 1 give my ſelf nnto prayer! 
es wicked men give themſelves mp; 
to their wickedneſs, ſo David gave! 
| himſelff 


I 


Gal. 4: 6, 


1 "ſtration, 


himſelf ap to prayer, he madeit his 
work. Hence you may obſerve thac 


el;e almoſt but the runnings out of 
Davias ſpirit in prayer under variety 
of afflitions and perſecutions; as his 


PF troubles were multiplied , ſo his 
T1 prayers did multiply. The holy man 
13 was never in that condition wherein 


he could not pray, &c, Alas, it is 
ſad to conſider that in our peaceand 
rranquility, we pray arbitrarily by 
= fits and tarts many times , we ſuffer 
XZ every trifle to come and zxſtle out 


tl. prayer; but in affliction God keeps 
0-2 us »pox Our kxees, (andasit were ) 
ml tyeth the ſacrifice to the horns of the 
3 altar, 4 
bf And as he teacheth vs to p%y 
i1'*F more frequently, ſo alſo to pray 
7, more fervently, Even of Chriſt 
or himſelf it is ſaid, that being iz an 
f agony he prayed more earneſtly, more 
þ 


again; yea till tie ſweat great drops 
f blood, he ſweltred our his ſoul 


moſt of all the Pſalms are nothing 


Fi 


intenſively, he prayed till he ſwear Luke 22, 


4: 
en]ey$- 
SEg&pV5 


through his body in prayer , thereaſon intenins; 
whereof was, becauſe he had not 
only the ;a»gs of death, bur the ſenſe 

C 4 of 
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Correttion, 


of: his fathers wrath to conflict with- 
all, and ſo it is with belieyers many 
times; outward affiiftions are accom» 
panied with i»ward aiſertion', Soit 
was with David, Plal. 22. and P/al. 
116. 3, 4, &c. And then he gathers 
up all his fre»g:h to prayer ; and like 
a true ſon of Facob wrefteth with | 
Ged, and Will not let him go till he 
gets the blefiing, Pſalm 143, vetl. 6, 
7. OC. 

Truly Chriſtians, thoſe prayers 
wherewith you contented your ſelves 
in theday of your peace, and proſpee | 
rity, will not ſerve your turn in the | 
hour of temptation ;, then you will | 
call to mind your, ſhort, ſlight, cold, | 
dead, ſleepy , formal devotions in your ! 
families and cloſets, and be aſhamed | 
of them : Then you will ſee need of *# 
praying over all your prayers again, ® 
and fir «p your ſelves to take hold |} 
pon God. indeed for this very end | 
God ſends his people into. captivity 
that he may draw out the ſpirit of | 
prayer, which they have ſuffered ro | 
ly dead withio them. Oh my dove that 
art in the clefts of the rock , in the 
ſecret places of the ſtairs, let me ſee 


thy 
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thy countenance, let me hear thy voice : 
for ſweet is thy voice, and thy conn- 
rtenance is comly. Chriſts dove never 
looks more beantifal in his eyes, 
then when her cheeks are bedewed 
with tears; nor ever makes ſweeter 
»#ſick in his ears, then when ſhe 
»0arns to him, out of the rock and 
from under the fairs, ina dark and 
| defelate conditsin 3 then ſaich Chriſt 
thy countenance is comly, and ſweet is 
thy worce, | 

Seventhly, By corref7:0n God brings 
the Children of promiſe into more 
-arquaintance with the Word, He 
reacheth them out of bis Law. As 
here : It s good for me that ] have 
been affiited, that I might learn thy 
Statutes, God ſent David'into the 
School ' of afflition, there to learn 
. the Statutes of God. By CorreQion 
the people of God learn. 

1. To converſe with the Word f 

God more abundantly. 


2, To unaerfland it more clear- 


I). 
3. Toreliſh t more ſweetly. 
Tirſt, By aMiRton they come 20 
converſe with it more abundaxtly. 


C5 It 


Cant. 2, © 
I4. *0 


7 Leſſon, * 
Acquainr=.3 
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It is their dv: at all times to ſtudy 
the Word: To let it dwelt richly in 
them in all wiſdom : Fob efteemed the 
words of Gods month more then buy 
neceſſary food, Anditis their happi- 
neſs as well as their duty. Bleſſed 
is the man that walkerh not 1a the 
counſel of the ungodly, but by 
delight ts in the Law of the Lord, and 
in his Law doth he meditate day and 
zight. But what through 4ſtraQon 
without, and diſtemper within ,. the 
children of God many times grow 
ſtrangers to their Bibles, they ſuffer 
diverſions to interpoſe between the | 
w:rd and their hearts. And as they | 
pray arbitrarily, {o they read arbi- i 
trarily, and ſuffer their Bibles to /y | 

by the walls while they are taken up 
with o:her | entertainments in the 
world; and therefore God is forced 
fo deal with chem as we do with our 
children, to whip them to their books 
by the rod of correttion : It ts good 
for me that I have been afflifted, that 
1 might learn thy Statutes, When 
they are caſt out by the world, then 
they can run to the Ford Princes 


did fit and ſpeak againſt me , i, e, they 
ſat 


> ot 
Wc 
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ſat in Conncel to take away his life,. 
in WE that they might condemn him as a 
he if traitor againſt Sax/: and what did 
27 FF be in the mean time? it follows, bat thy 
;- 8 /ervant did meditate in thy Statutes. 
ed 8 And again, Prixces have perſecnted me 
without a cauſe, butmy heart ſtandeth 
in aw of thy word, While the perſecn. 
tors are conſulting with the oracles of 
Helt co ſin againſt David, David is 
conſuiting with the oracles of Heaven, 
thac he might not ſin againſt God. 
My heart ftandeth in awe of thy Word: 
while they fnned avd feared not, Da- 
vid feared and finnednot. 
| 2, They learn by afflition #s# 
underſtand the word more clearly. As 
it was with the Diſciplesin reference 
to . Chriſt his Reſurrection; the 
Reſurre&ion of Chriſt was a lively 
Comment upon the Prophecies of : 
Chriſt : Theſe things una:rſtood not Joh. 12.162 
his Diſciples at the firſt, bat when 
Feſus was plorificd , thew remembr ed 
they theſe things 11 e, they rememb red 
them wnderſtandingly , they rem m. 
bred them b-licvingly , they k"eWv 
what they meant: So it iswith fte 
people of God many times in re.e- 
reVge 
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Correftion, 


renceto aflition ; the Rod expound; 
the Word, Providence ſemetimes in- 


 terprets the promiſe. The childrenof 


3 Pfatm1 29. 
© M63. 


God . had never underſtood ſome 
Scriptures, had not God ſent them 
into the School of aMiRion; then they 
can remember how it zs written, Ec. 
they. can bring Gods Ford and Gods 
works together. 

3. Affliftion makes them reliſh the 
word more ſweetly. In proſperity 
many times we ſuffer the luſcious 
contentments of the world fo to Ci- 
ſtemper our palates that we cannot 
reliſh the Word, taſt no more ſweet. 
neſs in it then in the white of an egg, | 
3s 7ob ſpeaks in another caſe ; but | 
when God hath kept them for | 


weeks, and months, and yearsit may W 


be, faſting from the worlds dainties, | 
when they are throughly hunger. | 
bitten in the creature , then How i 
ſweet are thy Words to my taſte! 
ſweeter then honey to my month : They 
are the words which David ſpake in 
his afliQion, witneſs Verſ. 23. cum 
24. Princes dia fit and ſpeak againſt . 
me, but thy ſervant did meditate mn 
thy Statutes : and what follows ? thy 
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Teſtimonies are my delight. And Verf, 
161. with 162, Princes have perſe- 
of BY :ed me Without a cauſe, &c, Irtjozce 
me if at thy Word as onethat findeth great 
m WW i). 1he Reddid ſweeten the ord : 


&y WF le is 7 delight, my joy, a neſt of 
c. i ſweetneſſes, The full Soul loatheth 
ds Wl rhe Heoney-comb : When we are 

cram'd with Creature-comforts , WE 
be BY na»ſcate many times the very Ford it 
yY 8 felf, which is /weerer then the honey or 
Is BY the honey comb: but to the hangry 


Foul every bitter thing ss ſweet, ' Let 
God famiſh the world round about 
us, then how cordial is a word of 
Scripture-con/ol/ation > How precious 
are the Promiſes / Oh, ſaid a graci- 
2 ous woman reduced to preat ſtraits, 
= 1 have made many a meals meat upon 
the Promifes when 1 have Wauted 
bread. | 
The ord is never ſo feet as when 
the world is moſt birter , and there- 


fore doth God lay m»ftard upon the 


teats of the world, that we might go 


to the breſts of the werd, end there Iſa.62.17, 


ſnck and be ſatisfied with the milk of 
my affiiflion, for thy Ford hath quick- 


eved 


Pos 27:F, 1 
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conſolation. This 1 my comfort in Pl.119-59 k 
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Correftion, 


ned me. Bleſſed be God for TE 


Corretiion which ſweetens the 1 ord 
unto us. 

Eightly, God by bringing his 
people into troubles, elpecially , if 


The need life threatening dangers, doth ſew 


j of found them the neceſſity of ſound evidence for 


Evidence Heaven and t:appineſs. Alas, with 


| for Hea® what eaſie and ſlight evidences do we 


4 
Ai 


_ often content our ſelves in the time of 
our proerity, when the Candle of 
the Almighty doth ſhine in onr T aber- 
nacles, when all is peace and quiet 
round about us ! The heart being 
taken up with other fruitions , we 


want either tie Or wi/{/to purſue the ? 
rryal of own eſtates. People mind } 
only what will ſerye their turn for | 
the preſent, and quiet their hearts, | 


that they may follow their pleaſures 
and profits with the leſs regret : and 
therefore, to fave themſelyes a la- 
bour, they take that for evidence, 
which the ſluggiſh carnal heart w;h- 
eth were ſo. 'But now in the hour of 
temptation, fig-/eaves will covey 


vakedueſs no longer ; nothing will - 


ſerve the turn, but what will be able 
to land before God, and endure the 
tr yal 
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tryal of fire in the day of Chriſt 3 
Oh then one c/eay and wnqueſtionable 
evidewce Oi intereſt in Chriſt , and 
the /ove of God, will be worth ten 
thouſand worlds: Shadows an ap. 
pearances of grace will yaniſh before 
the Searcher of hearts. Tt muſt be 
perfe t love that will caft ont fear : 
ruth aud ſoundneſs of grace only 
can give boldneſs in the day of } udg- 
ment, Ah, what idle and deceirful 
hearts have we in the midſt of us, 
that can take up with /ooſe conjeFnres, 
go to the Yord and Sacrament with 
S theſe evidences, upon which we dare 
nor venture zo dye? And yet good and 
= wpright 5 the Lord that will ttach 
ST mers his way; that by the thunder» 
$ claps of his righteous judgments will 

awaken the vain creature out of theſe 

fooliſh dreams, in which if they ſhould 
2 aye, they were #ndoxe forever, Well, 
FT ler usbe till urging and preſfing this 
4 queſtion upon our own Souls, * zyif 
s © tha faith ſave me when ] come to 

© fand hefore the T hrone of the Lamb? 

« Fill this Love give me boldneſs inthe 

« Day of J-dgment ? Will this Evi- 

« dence {erve my turn when ] come to 
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Correttion, 


5 Leflon, 
Whar an 
evil thing 
It is tO 
grieve the 
Spirits 


Gen. 42, 
2I, 


Res delica- 
za Spi- 
rYUuS ſalts 
dns 


dye? "Oh Chriſtians, et us be afraid 
co lie down with that Evidence in 
exr beds, wherewith we dare notlig 
down in or graves. 


A ninth is this; in the time of 
our trouble God cauſeth us to ſee 
what an evil and a bitter thing it u to 
grieve the good Spirit of God, When 
we are in the bitterneſs of our fpirits, 
and want the Comforter , then we 
begin to call co mind how oft we have 
grieved the Spirit, which would 
have been a Comforter to us, and 
have ſealed us up to the day of Re 
demption, and ſay within our ſelves | 
in reference to the ſpirit of God, | 
as ſometimes the ſons of Facob | 
faid one to another in reference to | 
Foſeph , we are- verily guilty concer- 
ning our brother, in that we ſaw tht 
anguiſh of his Soul, when he beſought 
4, and Ve Would not hear ; therefore. 
z thus diſtreſs come uponus. Inſome 
fuch language Ii ſay will the Soul in. 
the hour of temptation beſpeak' it 
ſelf. Ah, I am yerily guilty con- 
cerning that tender Spirit of Grace and 
Comfort, which have ofcen beſovght 

me 


Inflraftiom. = 


ne as it were with tears, ſaying, 04 
do net this abeminable thing which I Jer. 44 4. 
hate , but I would not hear. Is not 
his He whoſe rebnkes | have ſlight 
4, whoſe counſels I have deiÞiſed, 
yhoſe motions I have r:ifted, whoſe 
warnings 1 have neglefied, whoſe 
warmings | have quenched, yea 
whoſe comforts 1 have undervalued, 
ind counted them as # /mall thing? 
\h wretch, how juſt is it now that 
the Spirit of God ſhould withdraw ? 
that he ſhould deſpiſe my ſorrows, 
and lauph at my tears; ſhut out my 
prayers, quench my ſmoking flax, and 
I break my bruiſed reed? How juſt 
2 were it that He, whomT would nor 
4 Bf ſuffer to be a Reprovey in the day of 
0 & My peace, ſhould now reiuſe to be a 
Repairer of my Soul in the hour of 
my temptation / How righteous a 


Rs. 
po; 4 5" 
44 of *. 638 
KY #f .- I 
2 X44 : 
4.1 ® 
—c 9 
a 
* i 
bn 


; thing were it, .chat I, who ſo often 
 & have carryed” my ſtrangely to his 
8 Connſcls, ſhould now in my ſorrows 
| Af be a ftranger to bis Comforts! thatT 


who have walk'd i» the Farks of nine (2. 50. 
own kindling, ſoould now at length lie "** © 
down in ſorrow ! Well, if the Lord 
ſhall pleaſe indeed ro bring wy Soul 
ONE 


_ Correlfion, : 

out of tronble, and to revive my 

| fainting ſpirit with his ſweet Conſ0« 

lations, [ hope I ſhall carry my ſelf 

( for the future) more obeaientialhy, 

to the comnſels and rebakes of Jeſus 

Chriſt in my Soul, and harken to 

the leaſt whiiFerivgs of the Spirit of 
| Grace. 

Ro <x-ogy A tenth Leſſon, by Chaſtiſements 

—_ with God draws the Soul into ſvveet and 

God. near communion With himſelf, Out- 

ward proſperity is a great obſtruRion 

to our communion with God : Partly 

becauſe by letting out our affeQions 

inordinately to the creature, we ſuf. 

fer the world to come in between God 

and onr hearts, and fo intercept that 

ſweet and conſtant trafigne and inter. 

in 1icitis Courſe which ſhould be between God 

perimuz and us. Gods people offend moſt 

omaes. in their lawful comforts, becauſe 

| there the ſnare being not ſo vi/ble as 

in groſſer ſins, they are the ea/ilier 

taken , weare ſooneſt ſurprized where 

we are leaſt jealous. Partly alſo for 

want of keeping up our watch againſt 

befſer fins: while our hearts are 

" warmed with proferiry, we think 

many times /all ſins cando no great 

- arm: 
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barm , but herein we do wofully de- 
ceive our ſelyes : for befidesthat, the 
leaſt fin hath the »atare of ſ» init, 
as the leaſt drop of poiſon ispoiſon, 
and that in /malker fiws there is the 
greater contempt of God, in as much 
as we ſtand out with God for a zrifle 
( 8s we count it, ) and venture hz 
asſpleaſnre for a little ſenſual ſatiſ- 
fation : I ſay, beſides theſe and many” 
at-F other conſiderations, which may 
onll render our /ma/l ſins, great provoca- 
ly tions , this is one unſpeakable miſ- 
ns chief, that /oral ſins intercept our 
fl communion with God, as much as 
a great fin;, and ſometimes more ; For 
itY whereas great ſins by making deep 
8 wounds vpon Conſcience, make the 
dy Soul go bleeding to the Throne of 
tF Grace, and there to mourn and la- 
e# ment, and never to give God reſt, 


c 
$8 till hegives reſt tothe Soul, and by a 
"| freſh /prinklnyg of the Bloodof Chriſt, 
to recoyer peace and communion 
'3 with God: Smaller ſinsnot impreſ- 
' ſing ſach horror upon theConſcience, 
| are ſwallowed in /ilexce withleſs re- 
gret, and fo do inſcnſibly alienate 
and eſtrange the heart from Jeſus 
| D Chriſt. 
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 Correttion, 


* Fecifti nos 
F Domixe ad 


& fe & in- 


| quietum eff 


E cor notrum 


t donec p2- 
 quieſTet in 


3 te, Aug. 


| Med, 


Chriſt. The leaft hair cafts its ſoa 
dew , a Barly corn laid upon the ghe 
of the eye will keep out the light of 
the Sun, as well as a Afountaiv. The 
eye of the Soul muſt be kept very 
clear that will ſee God s Bleſſed are 
the pure in heart , for they foal ſee 
Goa. Little fins ,though they do. not 
diſturb reaſon fo much as great ſins, 
yer they defile Conſcience , and the 
Conſcience under defilement ( unla- 
mented ) is /by of God, and God foy 
0] 48, 

- But now aMicion fanRihed, as it 
doth deaden the heart to the world, 
ſo it doth awaken and intender Con. 
ſcience againſt ſin; the Soul is made 
ſenſible of her departures from God, 
and of the bitter frwits of that depar. 
ture, and now begins to lament after 
God in Auguftiv's language, Lord, 
thou haſt made my heart for thy ſelf, 


and it u reftleſs and nnquitt till it can, 
reſt in thee, Return unto thy reſt 


O my Soul. The Soul hath many 


turnings and windings , but with. 


Noah's Dove, it can find no place for 


the ſole of its foot to reſt on, till-it - 


return into the Ark, from whence it 
came, 


on, Yo 
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Inftruftion. 
ame. And now when the Soul hath 
been weather- beaten abroad, if God 
vill pleaſe to pat forth hs hand, and : 
ake it into himſelf, when deareſt re- Pla. 88.8, 7 
ationsare become flrangers,as David '* | 
omplins; if God come and give 
he Soul 4a viſr, when the peor 
creature is in darkzeſs and can ſee no 
light , then for God to lift up the 
light of his countenance, and ſhine 
ina gracious /:;/e upon the Soul, and 
Way unto it, 7 am thy Salvation, of 
what ſweet and unſpeakable refre/+- 
went and conſolation is this to the 
affifted Firit ? and what a gracious 
condeſcention is thisin God, that when 
the Soul by proſperity hath waxed 
Panton againſt Chrift, and ſported it 
ſelf in #nonſe-like familiarities with 
ravgers, Jeſus Chriſt ſhould fend. 
it into the hoy/e of Correflion, and” 
there by the diſcipline of the Red 
FWcorret and werk out the wanton- 
neſs of the fleſs, and when he hath 
Mmade it meer for his preſence , take 
" Fit into ſweet and ſorial communion 
with himſelf again! This is ſtupendious 
EF Mercy, Goodneſs that cannot be Jer, 3. r: 
parallePd in the whole Creation, _ 
Es In 
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x1Lefſon, In the eleventh place, God makethWp, 
= _ afflitFon the Is and improvement 8 / 
 .. of grace. In proſperity grace many 
_—_ LT liech dead and el, in ts 
Seul , which affii&:os awakens and 
 draweth forth into exerciſe 2 the 
winter of our outward comforts proves 
not ſeldom the 5rivg of our graces; 
Froſts and Snow do ſtarve the weeds, 
and nouriſh the good corn. - Though 
faith and patience be of an univerſal 
influence into the holy life, The /ife 
SI 2.26 1 live in the fleſh, 1 live by the faith 
EY of the Son of God: yet affiztzon giveth 
Jaw 1: 4' them their perfefF work, Of the times 


Zu > "_ & "> ade. 


of perſecution it is ſaid, Here z5 the 
RerV.13. patience avd faith of the Saints, that 


19. is, now is the time for the Saints of 


God to exert their faith and patience, 
| and to let them haye their perfefi 
Jam. 1. 4. work : there is a Work of patience, 

and there is a perfef# work ; The 
TIE $- tral of Faith worketh patienceg1( t« 6 
the ſufferings whereby our Faith is 
tryed,as gold is tryed in the furnace, ) 
| it worketh, or asthe word ſignifieth, 
KerTveya- it perfeFteth $ The Croſs exerciſeth, 
Stles. and exerciſe perfeReth, the prace of 

patience : as ſufferings ariſe, 10 

patience 
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th Wb atience ariſeth alſo, Be patient," bre- Jam. 5. 7+ | 
eB br ene,t4ll the coming of the Lord:3.e. do I 
00 bear the affiiftion till Chriff come 
and take it ff ; Ict your patience be 
of the ſame extent with your [»ffer- 
ings, As Patience, ſo Faith is not 
ated only, but perfe&ed by remp- 
tations, Someties the Soul finds that 
Faith {zvely in a ſuffering condition, 
which before it queſtioned whether 
it were alive or 0, Or if aflition do 
Moot find it lively, it rakes itlively : 
thFthe ſame furnace of afliQion wherein 
th God 2r5ech our Faith hedoth refine 
Wit, and parifiech it more and more 
from the drofs of infidelity. They 
are the pareſt atts of faith, which 
the Soul puts forth in the dark : Faith 
never believes more} then when _ _ 
At canner ce; becauſe then the Soal Ifa, 50-10þ + 
MB bath nothing to ſtay it ſelfupon but F 
be God. Senſe while it ſeems to help, 
ef difficulgates the work of faith by 
is 8 doubling of it: a man muſt firſt believe 
)F the 5»/afficicncy of what he ſeerh, 
1, & before he can believe the A!ſafficiency 
, | of bim that is inviſible ; #/e /ook mot 2Coria.18 
at the things which are ſeen, but at . 
the things which are not ſeen : It.is 
| harder 
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C orreftion, | 
harder colive by Faich in ab»dance, 
" then in wart. The Soul is a ſte 
zearer living #pon God, when it hatl 
thing to live upon but Gede yel 
and when God is not /eex he is mf 
believed, My God, my God, Why 
haft thou forſaken me ? Obſerve, and 
you ſhall find a great deal more of 
precions faithin that deſertion, then} 
of complaint : :For firſt, Faith ( like 
Pharez, ) breaks forth firſt, Ay 
God, before forſaken : And apain, 
you haye two words of Faithfor om 
of diſpair ; 31y God, my God, why 
haſt chou forſaken me ? Faith ſpeaks 
twice before Senſe can ſpeak once, 
And thirdly, Faith ſpeaks confidenth 
and poſitively, Thou art my God, Senſe 
ſpeaks dabionſly, why baft thou ? as 
4 if Senſe durſt not call it a forſaking 
while Faith dares ſay, my God : Sure- 
ly Faith i never ſo much Faith as in 
, deſertion. Faiths rriamphslie in the 
_ - difpair , and even in this 
fence ailo; Maving wet ſeen, yet 
Os 1-5" believin , we ra. With joy anbrak- 
- pr mens fall of glory. + $89) 
| Godly ſorrow , how is it enlarped 
by ſandified affiitiions { while that, 


ſtream, 


Pal. 231, 
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49 


—_—_——— 
- 


the channel of wor/dly croſſes , now 
is diverted into the channel of fi»: 
1 will bear the indignation of the Lord, 
becauſe I HAVE SINNED, &c. 
Any burden is /ight in compariſon 
of fx, the very indignation of God. 
The Soul that God ceacheth. by bis 
. chaſffiſements canſtand under the bur- 


ikefl den of Gods indignation for fin, when 
If it carne ſtand under fy, which hath 


zaled chat indigration. Ab, cryeth 
onll 7b upon the dunphill, 7 have /irned, 
by what ſhall 1 do unto thee, O thou pre= 
ks ſerver of men? Her forgetteth his 
ca ſfering in bis f», he ſaith not, T 
th have off all my ſubRance , T am now 
{© upon the dunghill as »aked as ever 7 
23 Was born (ſave that I am clothed 
97 with {c:bs. ) my frie»ds reproach me, 
e-& my Wife cxr/eth me,or (that which is 
=& worſe ) ſhe bids me car/e Ged. 
he ® Satan perſecutes me, and Ged him- 
is # /e/f is become mine enemy, 8&&c. all 
2: this is befallen me, what Wilt then do 
I wnto me , O then preſervir of men? 

| but 7have ſinned, what ſhall 1 ds into 
48 thee? &c. Sufferings lead to fin, 
and ſcnfc of ſin ſwalloweth up ſenſe 


-iream, which was wont to run in 


Mic. 7. 9% 


D of 


Job. 7,29... 4 


/ 
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| CorreFion, 
of ſufferings. And what ſhall I ſq 
more ? the time would fail ro inftance 
in Other Graces, Love, Fear, Holt 


F 1%. 27. 9. meſs, &c. By this ſhall the iniquity if 


IS Pacob be purged, and thus 1s all th 
F  Hcb.12.10 [7 #it to take away bis fin: He for ot 


profit, that we might be partakers if 
his holineſs, ff 

Grace is never more Grace then 
when beſieged with temptations, 
The battel draws forth that forticude 


”” Marcer Cne 3nd proweſs, which in time of peace 


Adnerſario lay chill'd in the veins for want of 


 winus; eppoſition and exerciſe : Tribulatim 


Rem, g.3. Worketh patience. 
-E S—_ A weth Leſſon, which they learn 
Faith, in the School of AMiftion, is, Thr 
neceſſity and excellency of the life of 
Faith, | | 
1, The neceſſity of living by faith: 
where Senſe endeti, Faith beginneth 
\. | F'tw vifion us for an appointed time: 
> .Ftime? why the juft hall live by Faith; 
' tive by Faith, or dye 1 : deſpair : when 
God palls away the b#/rafzrs of Crea- 
ture-fupports, the Soul muſt either-: 
ſwim or ſink, God teacheth this 
Leffon, Partly by the uncertainty of 
Tf ſeeond 


| Rabd36T, but what ſhall we do in themein 


ns 
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ſecond cauſes, the viceſſit#des-thac 
are in creature-expeQations ; alittle 


of hope 'to day, tomorrow reduc'd to 
t1 if diſpair : good news'to day, Pharach 
"rai fays 1/rae! ſhall go; bad news to .  _.. 5 
44M morrow, be rageth, and ſwears that *"O* * **, 2 


if Hoſes ſee his face any more, he ſhall 
aye, &c,'O the ebbs and flows of 
hen ſublunary- hopes ! one ſpeaks a word 
ns, of comfort, another ſpeaks words of 
de @ foul-wonnding terror; now. a parcel 
ace of good words,. anon'a+threatning's 
offs The ſick man is in hopes of reviving 
in to day, to morrow atthe point'of 
8 death, What a'iwoful heart=dividing 
mm life is a life of Senſe, a fe which is 
J}, & worſe then death it ſelf, tobe thus 
of {| bandied up-and Yown-berweerr hopes 
& and fears, to beibafled/co:and fro 
1: & between the m1ay+be's of ſecond Can- 
hB /es! to be like Marriners.upon' the 
. B billows and ſurges of the tempeſtuous = 
nf fea ! They monnt np ' to Heaven, Plai, 197. 
they go down agdintothe depths; their 3% *7* 
Soul ts melted becanſe of trouble : they 
veel to and fro, *and flagger like' a 
_ frnnken man, and are: at\ thiir wits 
exd , Heb a/l their wiſdom i (watlow- 
ed up. Andpartl Godteacheth the 
m_— neceſſicy 


ch, 10:28, 2} 
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Correftion, 
nceeſlicy of a life of Faith by the 
2-* , diſappointment Of thc Creature ; How 
Tg oiten doth the Creature totally fail, 
E Jobs. 15. and abuſe our expeFFatios! like the 
| 16. deceitful brook, to which 7ob moſt 

elegantly compares his brethren, 
which mocks the travel, and when 
he comes for a draxght of water to 
;  _ quench bis thirff, ſends him away 
Verſe 20, With. confafpon and ſhame. Smnrely 


men of low degree are vanity, and | 


| Pral.62.9 men of high degree are a tye: Men of 
Þ . low degree woxnld help, but canner, 
there is vazity ; and men of high de- 

gree cax help many times, but wil 

et ; no, not when they have pro- 

mir dand ſworn; there is a lye © both 
diſappoint, the one by the weceffiry, 

the other by deceir ; and diſappoint- 

ment is one of the greateſt rorments 

that a rational creature is Capable of : 
Ha. 39. 5. Truſt defeated cauſeth ſorrow of heart, 
and confaſion of face; and the ſtronger 

Jer 14. 3. the. confidence, the more ſhameſsl is 
the diſappointment. Agag comes 
forth ſinging , Sarely the bitterneſs 


r'Sam-15- of Jeath 5s paſt; when beheld be is | 
322 33e going to his execution 3 both he and 
Pf, 142.4. his bopes are hewes in picces ſors 

ls 
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Inflrnflion, 


the Lord, David himſelf looked on 


was no man that wonld know him. 


tm before, $0 that Charl, who s 
David? and who is the [on of feſs 
ſome Rx»-agate, lone idle fellow 
that hath broken away from his maſter, 
&c. and it was not Naba/ only thar 
ſtood at this diſtance from him ; his 
neareſt ands deareſt acquaintance 
caſt him off : Lover and friend baff 
thou put far from me, and mine ac- 
| quaintance into darkneſs, Pal. 88. 18. 
Refuge failed me, no man cared for 
 Þ my Soul, oras the Hebr, hath it, »o 


Er  _OORSNEE SORES ys 


was in no better condition in the per- 
ſecution which befell him at Rome: 


At my firſt anſwer no max flood with x Tim. 4, 
| me, but all men ferſook me: not a 16.. 


| man of all them that ſat under thar 
famous Apoſtle*s Miniſtry that woxld 
er darſt appear tO ſpeak a word for 
him, or to him: Oh bitter diſappoint- 
-ext, had not he had faithto ſupport 
under it! And truly {ach 5 ozr ex- 
peftation, whither we flee for helpin 

D 3 be 


hs right hand, .and beheld, and there 


Peter-like , they know not the man; 
they made as if chey had neyer ſeen ' 


Pſa.147 3. 
| 24n ſought after my Soul, Saint Pan! E 


Ifa 20, 6 
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F CorreQon, 


3 Plal.34.5. 


pe 2- T:im. 4. 


be delivered, &c.-Sorrow and ſhame 
is the fruit of creature-expeRation 
But now 0n the contrary, They 1soked 
xnto the Lord, and were enlightened, 
and their faces were not aſhemed, Faith 
meets with no diſappointment, God 
is always better then our expeRati. 
on; Nevertheleſs the Lord ſtood, 
with me, and ftrengthened me, &c, 
and I was delivered from the month 
of the Lion,” By ſuch experiences do 
we learn the neceffity of living-by 
Faith. 7 kad periſhed. in my afflifts 
on, wnleſs. thy. Faw had been- wy de 
lights: 5, e. unleſs David bad learned 


ro live by. « prowi/e, he-had been but 


pam | 
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a+ dead man. Surely he dyeth oft 8. 


Whoſe life ic. bound. wp in the dying 
Creature: as. oft as the Creature 


fails, his hope fails, and his heart fail- 
eth, when the creature dyerh:, his 


hope giveth up: the ghoft: He onely| 
lives an wncbaxgeable life, thati by i 


Faith can live 'in an w»chaugeable 


od. 

We hear ſuch things indeed in the 
Ford, but 'we believe them not till 
our- own: experience convincerh” us 
of qur infidelity:: Along time _ 

ic 
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ſick totally in-the creature, knowing 
no other life then that of Senſe and 
Reaſon; Sacrificing to our own nets, 
and burning incenſe to onr own drags * 
and becauſe-the Word tells us much 
of living by Faith, we would fain 
patch up- a life between Faith and 
Sexſe, which i2dced is not a life of 
Faith : wedo not live at all by faith, 
if. we live not- a// by faith, though 
We. Way .x{e means, We, mult truſs 


God, andiruft him ſolely. and theres. 


fore, to bring us tothis, God ſuffers 
us. t0- be- tired and vext with the 
mabkery Of. ſecond canſes ; andwhen 


we have ſpent all upon theſe Phyto 


Caps of, no valnt;; then, and never 


F ill THER, we reſolve for Cbriſt. When 
* David had experienc'd ſufficiently - 


the  fal[enefs. and hypocriſie of Sant 
and: his. Parafites., They: delight in - 
tes, they bleſs with their month, bnt - 


! they courſe inwaraly > Pſa. 62. 4g £ 


then be reſolves. never to truſt crea- 
ture-More-: My. Soul Wait thor ons 
ly upon God, He only © my Rock and ' 
my Salvation., Verl. 5, 6. Unyminxt - 
truſt 'in Ged.is the fruit of our experi- 
erce,of the creatures vanity © WEN 1 | 
D 4 very, 


oa bfe of 
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ver reſolve exc/«frvely for God; till 
with the Prodigal we be whipr bone 
4 | - ſtark naked to our fathers houſe. When 
| *].r.2.25. the Church had run her ſelf * barefoot 
in following her Lovers, who ar- 
ſwered her expetarion with nothing 
but fear, and: ſent her away with 
ſbame inſtead of glory, 1/a. 20.6. then 
ſhe can go home, and confeſling her 
Atheiſm and folly, gives »p her ſelf 
parely to divine froteftion : Afonr | 
foall nob ſave ns, We will not ride upon 
Zz horſes, neither will We ſay any more te 
* Hoſ.14 3. the workof onr hanas, Ye are our gods ; 
| for in thee the fatherleſs finaeth 


z Theex- 2, By the mutability and difaps þ 


þ - <Sllency of pointment of the creature God | 


Faith, Ceacheth- his people the excelency of |} 
the life of faith, David, when he | 
learn'd it in the School of Aflition, © 
prints it and pubſiſheth ic for the uſe #7 
and benefit of after ages, Hafpy « be 

. that bath the God of Faceb for his help, © 

' Pla.146.5* whoſe hope is in the Lord bis God s He | 

had before, Verſ, 3. entred a Caveat | 

againſt creature-confidence, Put xot | 

Jer truſt in Princes, nor in the ſon 

of man; and piyes the reaſon of it, 

___--... there; 


OY 


there is no help or ſaivation inthe 
beft of men; nor in the ſon of man, 
in whom there t« no help : alas, heis 


00: WF bur a little breathing clay ; and when 
n- that breath goeth forth, he returns 
8M to bis earth: when the breath is 
h WY gone, there is nothing bur a little 


lamp of clay remaining , i that very . 
day his thoughts periſh ; when the man Veiſc 4+ } 
dyeth, all his coxſe/s and plots and 5 


r= projets dye with bim : And having 
"” thus put in his Caution againſt crea- 
0 if ture-de,endance, and given in the 


; 8 account of the warnity thereof, he 
b |# ſhews the difference between truſt 
* in 4 dying man, and aliving Ged.; 
 & Truit ja God is only able to makea 
| = man happy: they may /ceme bappy, 
"| who havethe great me»: of the world 
'& to truſt to, but he onely z happy, 
# _ who haththe God'of Heaven to truſt 
to; Bleſſed i he who hath the God of 
*& T7aceb fer hu help : why ſo? beciuſe 
# while they that truſt in Princes ſhall 
| be diſappeinted, he thattruſtsin God 
ſhall zever be diſappointed: For, 1. 
He is Fehovah , whoſe hope ts in the 
Lecrd, or in fehevah his God : 7eho- Iſa. 26 
vah, a fountain of Beings, He gavea 
D's Being 
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"P3.146.c. Being to Heavenand Earch, He made. 
E Heaven and Earth, the Sea, andall 
that therein is: and he that gave'Be+ 
-;ng to every creature, Can give Being. 
to his promiſe alſo: Can anything 
be too hard for acreating God ? and 
as he can, ſohe wil, for He keepeth 
Trath for ever: Heaven. and Earth 
| may Paſs avvay, but not one-jot or 
E- . one title of his promiſe ſhall paſs away. 
Mat:5.18 14/1 aff be fulfilled. Aer may prove 
- asf aithfal; but God will never prove 
wnfaithful, He keeperh Truth for 
_ ever ; Faithful # he that hath promi- 
ſeed, 'Heb. 10.23. And thus the ſoul - 
comes toſee the ſweetneſs and excel- 
lency of a /ife of Faith, while others 
are mock d and:abusa and lain, by 
| diſappointment from the ſecond cau- / 
A ſes ; He kept in perfeft peace, whoſe 
L Iſa.-26.3 minds ay don God, becauſe he truſft= 
2 eth in him: He liveth indeed, that 
tivech in him to whom Always * 
eſſential. | _ 
Theexcellency of a life ofFaith dif. 
covers it ſelf in thefe four-particulars. 
T7. It is 4 /ecxre life, 
2. It is a /weet life. 
3, Iris aneafelite, 
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| Inſtr utt ion. 


4+ Itis an honorablelite., 


Errit,. The: life of Faith is a Gans , 


life , the onely. ſafe" life : He - ſhall 
awell en high , his. place of defence 
ſhall be the ammunition of rocks - 
How-ſecurely doth he dwell, whoſe 
fortifications ar2- impregnable, inac- 
cellible. rocks ?- rocks 10 h5zh that 


-none can. /ca/e them-; In the Hebr. 


it is, He ſhall dme(gin heights, Or 


in bigh places; mumtion of rocks, or Iſa. 530166} 


rocks ſo high that none can ſcale them, 


rocks.ſo. thick. that nobreach can be - 


made in them, rocks within rocks; 

ammunition of rocks: and rocks ſo 
deep that. none can ardermine them; 
ſurely a people or: perſon recke On 
every ſide, need not fear forming, 
Objett. T1, bur though rocks may be a 
good fence, they are but.ill ford; a 
man c:nnot feed- on rocks; rocky 
places are barrey, though impregua- 


ble; be may be ſtarved, though he , 
cannot be: Formed! No, the words 


following , relieves that fear alſo, 


-Rread "foall be gruen him; he ſhall 


have bread wo h. and it ſhall coſt 
him nothing ; it all be given him ; 
and. when A roek is buc a ary [cite 


& 


ation, - 


Corretlion, 


——— —— 


4 oſe Rocks, 4 Keck of Ages , Ages | 


ation , without either ſprings or 
freams, and thereupon a man might 
be expoſed to periſhing for want of 
water, Thirſt will ſia) as Well ac 
hunger, therefore it is likewiſe add. 
ed, His waters ſball be ſare , He 
ſhall have waters which ncither 
Summers heat nor Winters froſfts 
ſhall be able co dry up; never-failing 
waters ſhall filkis Ciſterns from day 
to day; Hue waters ſhall be. ſure. 
Under ſuch an excellent metaphor 
is the ſecnrity of a life of Faith de. 
ſcribed; and this metaphor is ex- 
pounded J/a. 26. 1. Salvation will 
God appoint for walls and bulwarks : 
walls and bulwarks ſhall not be their 
Salvation; but Salvation their walls 
and balwarks , how ſafely do they 
dwell who are wall*d about with Sal. ' 
vation it ſelf? the bulwarks are Sal- 
vation , and that Salvation is 7eho- 


. vah; for jo it follows, Traft ye in 


the Lord fir ever, for in the Lord Je- 
hovah « everlaſting ſtrength , or the 
Lerd fehovah is the Keck of Aper: 
His place of defence is the ammunition 
of Rocks , and the Lord Jehovah is 


paſs 
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Inffraftion. GI 
paſs away one after another, but the 
Rock abides, and abides for ever, 
In the Lord Fehouah us everlaſting 
ftrength He ihat rain'd Manna in 
the wilderneſs, willgive bread ; and 
he that fercht water out of the Rock, 
will be a never-failing fountain, his 
waters ſoall be ſure, Obthe ſecarity 
of a life of faith / 
And ſecondly, it is as /weet as it is 
ſafe. Ts it not a ſweet thing to fetch 
all our waters from the fountain, D4lcins em | 
from the ſþring-head, before they be jo fore | 
degenerated or mudded by the miry 1 © 
channel ? why all my freſs ſprings TOY 
are 3n thee, ſaith faith to God, P/al. 
87. 7. 1s it not ſweet to be fix:and 
compoſed in the midſt ofall the mza- 
tations and confuſions that are under 
the Sun? Why this is the priviledg 
of him that liveth by faith, No tvil ; 
t1dings foall make him afraid, his © [2.112.7 7 
heart is fixed, truſting in the Lord, g 
And again, Thou wilt keep him in i{1; 16. 31 © 
perfefÞ peace, whoſe mind » flayed © 2 
on thee , becauſe he trafteth in thee 3 
Heb. Peace, Peace, that is, multi-. 
| plied Peace; pure, unmixt Peace; 
conflant and everlaſting Peace 5. 
ecae 
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Corrcfton, 


Phil, 4. &, 


quier, he liveth in a moſt ſweet and 


immutable ſerenity 
Thirdly, It z an eafie life: It is 
an eaſie life to have all proviſions 


brought in to a man without any 


care Or trouble , why ſuch is-the 
priviledg of a Believer ; he_bath a 
quietus iff, a ſuperſedeas from all bis 


cares. Jn nothing be careful, but 1 wm 


every thing by prayer and ſupplica» 
tion. With thanksgiving let- your re- 
gueſts be made known to God. Faith 


leaveth a Believer nothing to do but - - 


to pray and give thanks , tO pray 


for wllat he warts, and to give 
thanks. for what he bath . that 1s all 


tie bach todo; Iris true, Believers 
myſt labour and: travel in the uſe of 


-meatis, as well as che reſt of the ſons _ 
of 4dam : but, firſt, it 3 Without - 
care; in nothing be careful ;- with- 
* | Ont ax ions ; beart-dividing ; Souls... 
i deftrafting care: O thatis © the #/ '. 
the Bing. which the 2» of. may abt 
the: c:r/e of God hath Aruſtings. al Pe. 


our. labours, care nd dijin ” 


the - Portign of him that liverh by 
faith, /o far as. he liveth py faith. 
unleſs ſenſe and reaſon break into dif- _- 


wu .+z. . oo ww. vo oe wary Q <= a9 © 1 
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Tall the 14hour of faith is/an eaſe /4- 
1 bony, like the !abour of Adams in Pa- 
| radife : Faith »/erh means, but truſt» 


fail, and the field ſhall yield no meat, 


| yet 1 will rejoyce inthe Lord, I will Hab.z.18. | 
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Inftru8tion. | 63 
and this faith pollsonr:; fo thatnow 


eth God; obediently cloſeth with 
the Providence of means, but ſweet- 
ly leaveth-the Providexce of ſucceſs 
to God, Yea, Faith:can truft God, 
When there are no means to uſe, and 
ſay, Although the fig-tree ſhall not 
bloſſom , neither ſhall fruit be in the 
Vines, the labenr of the Olive ſhall 


the flock ſhall be cat off from the fold 
and there ſhall be no-herd in theſtalls ,, 


Joy in the God of my ſalvation. Faith 

can live upon God, when there isa 
famine upon the whole Creation: 

The peace of God is as a Coxrt of - 
Guard, to fence the heart from all 

ſarprizes of fer and trouble 3 7 n0- 

thing be careful, but in every thng © 
pray and give thanks, ang the peace of Phila. > 
God which paſſeth alt underſtanding * ISR 
Pall keep your hearts and minds ©eveies 2 
through Chrift Jeſu. 'As\ fairh en. 145 1s 
joyeth God in all thivgs in the greats © VE 
eft abundance, lo-ſhecan enjoy call © 
OWE ESRD: 
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64 © Correthon, 
things in Ged in the deepeſt wang, 
Fourthly, and laſtly, The life « 
faith is an honourable life. It isthe 
" honour of the Favorite that hecan 
go immediately to his Prince when 
ſtrangers muſt trace the Climax of 
Conrt-acceſſes. Yea, without all 
peradyenture, it is an honorable life 
to live as Ged himſelf liveth, and 
this is the glory of God, that he liveth 
| in himſelf and of himſelf : and truly 
Iq in their proportion ſ«ch honoxr have 
F 0:2 age all the rg hey wv in Gai _ 
"gg ox God here by faith, and the 
andapaa Chal live i» God a &pon God hong 
them after by fghr, in the beatifical Vi- 
ſelves. fion. ; | 
Pco.14:14 This is the exce/ency of the life of 
Faith, and this the people of God ex- 
perience by their ſufferings, where- 
by God calls them oxr of the world, 
. and raking them into himſelf,” he doth 
reveal tothem by degrees the myite- 
ry and priviledg of /iving npon God, 
22+: . and upon God /ove. 
Eon T3556 Inthenextplace,By afiictionsand 
E -Sowus off diſtrefſes, God takes rus off from ſel/- 
= from {;|f- confidence, and teacheth us to 1ruft 
' conkiznce: HIM more, and onr ſelves leſs, | This 
is 
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Inftrultion. 
is the ſame with the former, ſave on- 
ly that we ſpeak now of truſt in 
God, 'in oppoſition to confidence in 
our ſelves, and not in others, adi- 
ſemper that prevails much in our 
natures; Ever ſince werendred our 
ſelyes able to do nothing , nothing 
but fi, we think our ſelves able to 
do azy thing; We fancy to our 
ſelves a kind of omniporence, when 
uly & all oxr ftrength #4 to fit ſtill ; Natu- 
we} rally we are prone to entertain and 
nd Þ nouriſh high preſumptions, of our 
ey | own ſtrength, and of our own wi/- 
e- | dom. | 
{e 1. Of oxr owvn firength; In our 
proſperity we think our ſelves able 
ff to carry any croſs; we faricy our 
= | ſelves ſtrong enough to carry away 
- | even Sampſon gates upon our fhoul- 
| ders,-and mertled to encounter any 
18 affiftion in the world, but when 
- & the hour of temptation comes, we 
 & find we are but /ike other mew, and 
are ready to fink, with Peter, if but : 
one wave Tiſeth higher then another, . _ 
Uſually ſufferings before they come  * 
are like a Mowntain at 2 great di-- 
ſtance, which ſeems ſo ſmall, = we 
think 


— 
— 
- 


2h _ the ” Te 
l 294 hs ea Seo A Song: # 
”k n 4 Ta *Y3 © / 
” £ - 
. b , 
4 
n s Py .- uk. 
rre ; 
SS p '9 
PAs 


think we could: almoſt ſtride over 5+, 
but. upon; nearer approaches, when 
we come to. the. feet of it, it-appears 
inſuparable, and leoks 10 huge, asif 
s it, would fal-«por x, and cruſkkusin 
Mar.26.35 pieces. Peter is ſo big with love:to 
Cbriſt, chat he. will dye with him 
rather then forſake Him , yea though 
all-the. reſt ſhould berake themſelves 
co their heels, be will ſtand by him to 
F the: 7aft. drop. of blood; and*yet be- 
E .- hold, when it comes to he iryal, a 
FF wot. ., Weak ily Damoſel is able; with a 
: - - hs fingle queſtion, to fright him-o2 of 
| Verſe 70. his confidence, 2nd he doth not only 
+ Verb72,74 forſake, but for{Wear bis-Lord, Per- 
3 dleton, inthe. Book of Martyrs, - will 
fry out 4 fat body in flames of Mars 
tyrdom, rather then betray his Rej;- 
- $ien., but 'when the.hour comes thar 
Chriſt and. Religion had. moſt. need 
of him, he bad not ove drop ok all that 
fat to-/pare for either, 
. . Ard, 2. As, we arte prone to pre- 
ſume of -our own ſtrength, ſo-»e are. 
_ wer} apt to ddalize our own widen ; t9 
lean; to our-own underſtanding, arid 
think. by our. policy to-wind our 
ſelves out of any labyrinth of age? 
an 
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and perplexity. Bur we find it other. - 
wiſe; when we colmncinto the ſoare, 


we then are forced 'to. cry! ontwith 4 
the Charch', He bath hedged-mear Lim, 3. 7. | 


bent that I cannot get out, he hath 
made my chain heavy: Likea male- 
factor that hatb broke priſon, he 
thinks to 7a» away, but he hathan 


heavy chain apon his heel, that ſpeiles 


his haſte, and being fencedin round 
about, he poeth to this corner, hoping 
to find fome gap, buetherehe finds 
the hedg made up with thorns; and - 
to avothey corner, and therealſo the 
bryars flop him, 8c, 1, but, mark. 

ye, that is not all; read-on in the © 
Churches complaint, and you: ſhall 
find greater obſtruions : Verle'g; 
He hath encloſed my ways with 
bewn ſtones, Suppoſe a man would 
venture the /cratching of hs fleſh, to 
break through an hedge to fave his 
life, ( thin for thin; and: all that @ 
was hath wit he give for hi life, ) 
yet that wovid rt do, God had 


taken away the hedge, and built a 


'wall inſtead of it; a- wall ſo. hgh, 
that they-could not c/ambe- over, 
a wall ſo: :hiek, that they conlgnot 
Pc OT 61g 
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68 | Correllion, 
aig through; The meaning is, Man 
in affliction thinks to make his way 
through by his own art and cunning, 
but upon the attempt he finds d:fi- 
caltits ariſing ſtill higher and higher, 
ſo that whenall is done, eſcape z 5m» 
poſſible, without an immediate reſcue 
by the arm of omnipotence, This 
was Pauls caſe : when we came to 
 3Cirt, Aſia, we were preſſed ont of meaſnre 
v9. beyond firexgth, in ſo much that we 
; deſpaired even of life : A great ſtrait, 
( what it was in particular you may 
read As 19. from 22. ſoforward , 
1n all probability it was that uproar 
at Epheſus, wherein Paul was like 
to have been pull'd in pieces, foric 
was a trouble that befell him in A- 
f4,verl.8. ) I lay,it wasa great ftrait, 
0 a {trait wherein the Apoſtle was at 
] D. cetur his wits end ; o'F« iZerognlivar 5puds, 
: _ ;, 6. We were bereft of all counſel 
E wit quomg- how to expedie our ſelves out of 
| doſeſeex the danger, As David complains, 
| aliqua Pſal. 13, 2. How long ſtall I take 
I 4 avg connſel in my Soxl? 5. e. Whenhe 
F = * was perſecuted by Sal, and beſet 
with innuttierable davgers, be took 
comnſel, he thought of chis means, and 
| tother 
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"I Inftruftion. | 69 
an WY” other means, caſt about thi way, 
ay I *nd that way, how to eſcape, but in 
g, ix, all bis counſelslefchim as fall of 
f- /orrow and deÞair as they found 
r, (him, How long ſhall I take counſel. 
in my Soul, having ſorrow in my 
heart > He had his ſorrow for his 
pains. Thus it was'with che Apo- 
ſtle ; all his comnſe/ lefe him in the 
hand of deſpair; we deſpaired even 
of life ; His caſe wag no other then 
the priſoner at the bar, at whattime 
the ſentence of death is paſt upon 
him , he looks upon himſelf ( and fo 
do ſtanders by ) as adead many, he 
| is /egady dead, dead to all mnrents 
| ard parpoſes of the Law, there 
wants nothing but cxecxrion , Why 
ſo it was with Paw; we had the 
ſentence of death in our ſelves; The 
ſentence was paſt in bis own breſt , 
and row ſaith Parl, 1 am bat a dead 
max; This was his ſtrait, and ir 
 ſeemeth God had a plot in it, a deſign 
upon Paxl, and what was that? 
Himſelf will tell you, We had the 
ſentence of death in enr ſelves, that Vetſe 0; 

we ſhould net truſt in our ſelves, but 
in G d which raiſtth the dead, &C. 
. See * 
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Corraliis, 

See here, the deſign is —— nagar 

rively' and affirmatively: Negative 

ly , that we might not truſt in-our 

ſelves : God ſaw, even inthat-great 

Apoſtle bimſelf, a diſpoſition to /elf- 
confrdence, a proneneſs to be exalted 

© r.12,7 above ' meaſnre , through the abun 
dance of Revelations: And therefore 

as 00 prick the bladder of- pride, God 

gave him « thorn in the eſs, &c. lo, 

ro work out this /elf-rruft, God re- 
duceth-him to a ſtate of di/parr, as 
t0-ourward and viſible probabilities: 

wwe bad the ſentence of death in our 
ſelves, that we ſhonld mot truſt i 
onr felves; there is the negative 
branch of the deſi ien. Andthen the 
Affirmative followeth., Bat in Ged 
Which 'raiſeth the dead: By this de- 
ſperate-exigence God 'would teach 
Pax! ever after where /ſfrengrh and 
connſel vras-to be had in the like ex- 
| rremities;- nov where but in God, and 
Rifurreftio in him abnudently : 2 The God of Re- 
Xa farrefFions can never be non-pluſt , 
Ch ies p He that-can raiſe the dead, can con 
rar. Tet, 9#er the greateſt difficulty ; Hethat 
de Refſur-" can put" ite 1ntO dend men, Can pur 
C21 Nie we into drad rol tid and raiſe up our 
ng; | uu. 
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Teſteuf ion. 
expeftations out of the very prave of 
Aefpair * T hat Gid can put life 'into 
dead bones, isa conſideration able to - 

ll put fe into a dead faith, 

F To this purpoſe it is very obſerya- 

""B ble, that even thoſe to'whom' God 

"j bath indulg'd the largeſt proportions | 

of faith and conrage, not only above 

> other #ze:;, but above other Saints : 

yer even they; God bath ſuffered'not 

only to Janguiſh anger fears, buteven 

"Y to deſpair under inſuperable diffical- 

tier, 'before they: could recover holy 

Ti confidencein Ged,  \Wefind David, 

that great Champion of /-ae/, more 

": then once or twice ſurpriz'd with 

4 dreadful- fear : T ſaid in my Haſte, 1995 
"8 Pal. 31.22. 116.11. The Hebrew (,;.. 3 


n ſignifieth, in trepiaatione mea, Or 51 root 3ÞN 
d feſt inatione mea, in my trembling, in [eftinare, 
my precipitancy : or as the Septua preciptare 
q Sint tranſlate it, in my extaſie, when obſtupe/ce= 
re, Rieron-”. 


I was almoſt beſides my ſelf for fear : 5.00 
"| Well, what did he ſay then 2 Why p83; Sept. ? 

| he ſaid, 7 am cut off from beforethine l 

eyes, that is, God hath cafF me out 

1 of his cate , he looks no more after 

me, 1 am aloſt man, Andapain, '7 

ſaid in my. hafte, in my paſſion, all. 
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72 | Correttion, 


DO 


wen are Lyars ; even Samnel him. : 
ſelf, that rold me 1 ſhould be Xixg, 
he hath ſeen but a fal/c Vifron, anda 
lying divination; God never ſaid fo 
ro him; no, 7 ſal one day fall by the 
hand of Saul. 
And thus the Prophet Peremiah, 
Chap. 3. 57. Thon areWeſt near in 
the day that 1 called upon thee ; thou 
ſaidſt, Fear xot, 1, but before God 
ſpake a Fear not to his Soul, he was 
afraid to purpoſe, hear what hefl 
ſaith, verſ. 53, 54. They hawe cut off 
my life in the Dungeon, and caſt a 
ftone npow mez waters flowed over 
mine head, then 1 ſaid, I am cut off. 
Mark ye, with Pax/, he had received 
the ſentence of dearh in himſelf, he 
looks npon himſelf as a dead man, 
yea as already in his grave, and his { 
graveſtone layd upon it; they have 
ent off my life is the Dungeon, ana 
caſt a fone upon me, ys and buri- 
ed, and a fone ronled to the month 
of the ſepulchre, And thus you may | 
hear Jorah crying in the whales bel» 
ly, 1 am caſt eat of thy ſight. And 
Sin, inthe duſt,turing her Lamenta- 
tions , The Lerd hath forſaken me,” 
an 


Wa 


0 | Inſtrutl 700, FY 3 
and my Lord hath fotgotien me. [4.49 14. * 
Hezckiah reporting the ſad difcour- 4 
dal ſes he had in his own boſom upon 
fol che fight of death, 7/a. 38, o, 10. &c:. 
he Y It were eaſy to multiply inſtances, 

.' Why now this is continually or 
hf caſe, and this is ſtill" Gods deſign x 
inf} We are proxd creatures, full of /e/f- 
wu confidence 3 and therefore God by 
od | firange and unexpeR&ed Providences, 
vas | doth hedg np owr way with thoyy:, 
hefl and wall up our path with hews 
of | faxes... brings todrpair even of life, 

4 | bercaveth us of courſe. out's us of all 
2 | our own ſhifts and policies, brings us 
#.0 under the very ſentence of d-ath, 
ed | that We might mot truſt in our 
he | felves; but in God which raiſeth the 
dead. he wanbottoms us by deſpair 
Is 4 convinceth' us of our imporexce and 
ve | folly, ſhews' us what babes aud fools 
#4 | we are in or ſelves, that in all our 
ri- | future bazards and fears we might 
th | know nothing but God, go in 
wy | the frength of the Lord, and make 
l- | mention of his righteouſneſs, aud of 
d | +4 only. © And thus you fee Petey , 
who beſore'was fo confident,” that he 
thought all the world might forſake 

| E | Chriſt 
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. CorreFion, 
Chriſt ſooner, theo him/e/f, ater he 
was conviec'd of his own iafirmity 
and inſtability, when Chriſt, to pat 
him in mind of his z&ree- fold denyal, 
put him upon that three-fa/d Inter- 

. ropatory , Simon Peter , loveFt thou 
me move \ then theſe? 3. e. then the 
ref of the fellowediſeiples , durſt 
make no other anſwer but this, Zord, 
thou knoweFt ; he pleads nothing but 
his fxcerity; and for that alſo, he 
caſts himſelf rather upon Cbrs/ts 
tryal, then his ewn; -Lord ,- thu 
knoweſs. Wb a0 of | 

14 Leſſon,  1n the next place ; By affliction 

God mak s God maketh himſelf known aunts hu 

himfel' people, How long 'do we hear of 

Knonn. (24 before we kwotv him? We get 
more by one praftical. diſcovery of 

F God, then by. many : Sermons, I 

 Job4z45,6 have heard of thee often by the bear- 

| ing of the ear , but now mine «je 
ſeeth thee, therefore I abhor my (elf 
in duſt and afres, cryeth 7ob upon 
the dunghill. In'the z#ord we do 
but hear of Goa, in affiition we ſee 

him. Proſperity « the nurſe of A- 

1heiſm , the underſtanding being 

clouded with the ſteams and _— 

0, 


Inflruition, 


of thoſe luſts which are incident to 
a proſperous eſtate, men grow 
brutiſh, and the reverexce and ſenſe 
of God is by little and little defaced ; 
But now by aMiRion (the Soul being 
taken off from fenſe-pleaſing objeds) 
hath a: greater 45/peſition and liberty 
tO retire into it ſelf ; and being freed 
from the attractive force of worlaly } 
allurements , the apprehenfions are 21aturant 
wont to be more /ervors and preps /pera move! 
ant, and ſo. more capable of 45vine ' .* 
lamination, The clearer the Glafs ; 
is,the more fully-dotl»ie receive inthe \ 
beams of the Sur. Whenthe warm . =} 
breath of the world hath blown 4 
upon us, we are not ſocapable of the 
Viſions of God, The Wicked through ; 
the pride of his heart" 'will #0t" know Job2i th} 


God; they ſay to the Almighty,” De- 
part from ms ,. for we deſire not the 
knoWwledg of thy Ways. Who #s the 
Lord? faicly Pharach. And truly 
the very godly themſelves are exceeds 
ing' dark, and. [bis the appreben- 
ſions of God; our ignorance of God 
being never perfeRly cured till we 
come to Heaven, where we fhall /ce 
him face to face, and know him as we 
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 Correfion, © 


| H-ſ. 8. 2, 


| Exod. 345 


* Exod. 33, 
Ml, 22,23. 
"34.56, 
b 7. 

By aMl Ris 
” on God 
makes 

* known his 
- Attiibuccs. . 


' Holizzclvr © 


are known, in the mean time, as 
by the ſtrokes of divine vengeance 
God makes the wicked know bim 
co. their coſt, ſo by the rod of cor- 
reion. he makes his people to know 
him to their comfort. As God brought 
all his plagzes upon Pharaohs heart, 
that he might know Who the Lord 
was in a way Of wrath; ſo he lays 
affliction upon the loyns- of his peo- 
ple, that they may know him in a 
way of love; Iſrael ſhall cry unto 
me, My God, wekhnow thee, Moſes 
neyer ſaw God fo clearly, as when 
he deſcended in a Cloud. And truly 
that diſpenſation was but @ type of 
the method which God uſeth in ma. 
king himſelf kyown unto his Saints ; 
He puts them into the clefts of the 
Reck , covereth them With his hand 
while he paſſeth by, aud then pro- 
claimeth his name before them, 
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, &c,The People of God 
have the moſt ſenſible experience of 
his  Atrribates in their ſufferings ; 
his Holineſs, 7aftice, Faithfulneſs, 
Mercy, Alſufficiency,&c. 
His Holine/s : Aflidion ſhewenh 
| . waat 
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= nftruftion 77. 
what a fn hating God, God is; For 
though his chaſtiſements -on his 
Church be in /ove to their perſors, 
they are in hatred to their corrupti- 
ons ; While he ſaveth the ſinner, he 
deftroyeth the fin, By this ſhall the | 
| iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this Iſa. 27, g. * 
| & all the fruit to take away hu fin ,, 1 
If the Son! live, fn muſt dye. | 
His 7»ftice ; AﬀMiRtions are cor- Juſtice, 
reftion tO the godly , puniſhment to 
the wicked; in both God # righte- 
es, Thus J/rael knew God, Neh. 
9. 33. Howbeit thou art juit in all 
that it come npou us, for thou ha#t 
dove right , but we have done wick- 
edly : In the ' ſevereſt diſpenſations 
they judg themſelves, and juſtifie 
God, Thoy art juſt, 8c, Yea when 
they cannot diſcern his meaning, they 
| adore his Righteouſneſs, Righteons 
art thow, O Lord, when I plead with 
thee; yet let me talk With thee of 
thy Fndgments ; wherefore doth the 
Way of the Wicked profper? &c. 
When the Soul is »»/atisfied, God 
is not wnjuſtified, Righteous art tho, 
O Lord, &c, © 
His Faithfulveſs. Faitbfulneſs# 
E 3 the 
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| Correltson, 


” Faithful- 
E neſs in the 
-- afflition 
| it lelf, 

* Pl.rr5 75 


Prayer. 
Pal. 3 4.6. 


Inheairg 


the wery affiifiion it ſelf, 1 know, 
Lord, that thy 7 ndgments are right, 
and that thou in faithfulneſs haſt af- 
fited me :- Faithfulneſfs to his Cove- 
x4ut ; for affliction is not ſo much 
threatened as promijed to Believers ; 
Pſal.89. 30,31, 32. of which more 
hereafter. The more David was af- 
flited, the more Gods faithfulneſs 
appeared. - Oh fays the holy man, 1 
could not have wanted a blow of all 
that diſcipline wherewith my Hea= 
venly Father hath chaſtiſed me. 
Faichfulneſs is hearing Prayer : 
This poor man cryed, and the Lord 
heard him, and {aved hins ont of alt 


bis troubles, T never loſt a prayer 
by God: Even when Dqvid want- 


ed faith, God waxted not faithfulneſs. 
I. ſaid in my. haſte, I am cat off from 
before thine eges ,, nevertheleſs thou 
heareſt the woyce of my ſupplicati-' 
ans when I cryed unto thee. 
was faithfol with a »»-ebſtaxte to 
Davids anbelief ; I faidin my haﬀe, 
&c. ( and he vbat believeth will not | 
awake haſte. ) nevertheleſs thou beard- 
eſt. Unbelief it- ſelf cannot make 
the faithfulneſs of God. of no effef. 
[ 


T conceive that of che Apoſtle z Tim. 
2, 13+ tO bear this ſence, 7f we be- 
lieve mot, yet he abideth faithful, he 
- | cannet deny himſelf; It: is: not. to be 

underſtood of a fare ofunbelief, but 
: | of an a& ofunbelief, notofa wart 
e 8 of faith, but awaxr i» faich , neicher 
- | of which can render God unfaithful; 
s | who is engaged-not-ſo much to our 
1 i 745th, as to his own fairhbfalneſs to 
Il +imſelf, to hear the prayer of his 
- | troubled ſervants 3 Call zpor me in. 

the day of tromble, I will deliver thee, 
: i and then foalt'g lorifh mee: _ Pf. F015 s 
a This faithfulnefs of God, Believers 
Z|F do beſt.experience in'their /ufferingss 
r | Partly; becauſe. then they are moft » 
- | powerful. When our elder brother | 
5.  E/am is upon us, we can wreſtle with 223 
» | our elder brother 7e/a-, and notlet ,, * * 
# | bim go til] he 4/e/s us. And partly 
= becauſe then they are moſt vigilant 
df to obſerve the returns of prayers ; 
ol My : voyce ſoalt thou hear in the | 
of Tornug, in the morning will T di 
tf velit my. prayer nnto thie, and will w"79-00 
- | lookup... In. adverfity we are early 
efl with God in prayer ; J» the morn- 
#g (halt chou hear my voyce, # the 
E 4 107145 
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Correftion, 


P!, 143. 7. 


P32, $5. $, 


Pl. 34 6. 
--# 


worning will 1 dire& my prayer ; it 


implyeth doxble earlineſs, and dog. 
ble 'earneftneſs in prayer , '1n their 
affiiftion they will ſeckh me early; 
And when we have done praying, 
we will begin harkening; Twill look 
pz In proſperity we put up many 
a prayer that we never ook after ; 
God may deny Or grant, and we 
hardly rake notice of it : But in af. 
flition we can preſs God for the re- 
turns of prayer ; Hear me ſpeedily, 
O Lord, my (jirit faileth, hide not thy 
face frem me, leſt 1 be like tothem 
that go down into the pit, not only 
aenjals, but delays killns,; Then we 
can hearken for the ecehoof our voyce 
from Heaveny 7 will hearkews what 


God the Lord will ſay, for he will 


Speak peace to his prople. As God 
cannot eaſily dexy the prayer of an 
afflicted Soul ; ſo if he gr axr, we can 
take notice of it, and know our pray- 
ers when we ſee them again ; The 
wretch cried, and the Lord heard 
him . and this endears the heare to 
God and to prayer ; 7 love the Lord, 


Pf. 116.1, becauſe he heard my woyce and my 


ſupplications, becanſe he hath en- 
clintd 


Inflraftion, 4 
clined hu ear nnto-me, therefore will * 
1call upon him as long as T live. | 1 
ir As faithfulneſs in hearing prayer, In zccoms] 
'3fl fo alſo i» making good the promiſe , PI "ug | 
gl The afflited Soul can wicneſs unto 
kS God, 4s We have htard, ſo have we © 
vl /cer, P/al. 48. 8. What we have 
"38 heard in the promiſe, we have ſeex 
ell in the accompliſhment , God was 
fl never Wor/e then his #/ord. Afﬀic- 
e- tion is a frrnace, astotry the Faith 
1.8 of Gods people, ſo to try the fairh- 
bl fulneſs of God in his promiſes 3. and 
»K upon the tryal the Church brings in 
yl her experience; 7he zwords of the 
ell Lord are pure Words, as filmer try- 
cel ed in a furnace of earth, purified ſe- 
at wen times; Let a man caſt in the 
T1 Promiſe a thouſzand times into the 4 
1d furnace , it will - come out full I 
nll weight; As for God, his way ws per- p(,cg 2g 
nl - os the Word of the Lirds mn ? mane oh , 
J- It js to be underſtoodin both places 
P of the Ford of the Promiſe, A man 


_— 


Pſa, 12, Ge 


PP | . 
df} may ſee Heayen- and Earth upon a= © 
T1) ' promiſe, and it will bear them #p. _ . - 
l, _ As afflition gives out the experi- | 10! 

. iS ra= 
y ence of Gods. faithfulneſs, fo alſo of ng the 2? 
< his mercy ;, mercy inthe woderating affi.Qiom 
4 


F | of 


Be) 
> 
y . <- 
-If Py 


- 4; " - ! 25 bhkes p64 at's: 4) > 
"I=& = 
\ DÞ : 
7 


— 


4 
,  G— ———_— RR 
> 


L3 Dp Corretlion, 


thou wilt debate with it , &c. 1a. 
' 27. 8. 1n the midſt of jnagment he 
remembreth merty,, Habak. 3. 2. 
Even , when God in his compaſſions 


F Ifa. 49. 2. 
EE » hath recewved donble of the Lord far 
all her ſins ; 1 have geven her 100 ma: 
y blows in the ſenſe of her own me- 


God, too little ſaith the Church , Oh 
blefſed fight, thus to ſee God and the 
| Lam.3.22. Sonl contending together ! - 7t of 
the Lords mercies that we are uot 


fail not, cryeth the Church in Baby 
lon, 9. d. it is baniſoment, it might 
Hell ; and-it is the Lords mercies , 
and his wercies alone, that we are 


Soul, If my barning feaver had 


had been the bottomleſs pit ; if my 
baniſhment from ſociety with friends 


of the chaſtiſements. Ta meaſure 


faith of his afflicted Cburch , She - 


 Ex:8 3.13: ,7/; and his wercy ſhe can reply, mo. 
| Lord, thou haſt puniſh'd us leſs then our © 
mniqnities deſerve; too much ſays. 


conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions 


have been deſtruf7ion; we are in 
Babylon, we might have been in. 


not there, So ſaith the aMiRed- 


been. the burning lake, if my priſon. 


- 
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bad been expulſion ( with Cain) - 
- | from 
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| Inſtruttion, 33-3 
from the: preſence of God, «nd that 
for ever ; God had been righteous. 
It is never /o b4d with the people 
of God, but it might have beex worſe 3- 
any thing on this fide Hell as pure 
Mercy. 4 
And as Mercy in moderating , fo in uppers 
Mercy in /apporting 3 when 1 ſaid NT egg” F 
my foot ſlippeth ; now 7 fink, I ſhall pſa 94 18,-: 
never be able to ſtand under this af- _ 
fiiftion, I cannot bear it , Thy mer- 
cy, O Zord, belp me up, when Da- 
vid was ſinking, God put under- 
neath him his ever/afting arms, and 
held him up, as Chriſt tretche forth 
his hand to ſave Peter when he began 
to ſink. Even when Gods ſuffering 1, 
people are not ſenſible of any great 30, 1, 
raviſhments;, yet then they fi 
ſweet ſupports, His left hand was 
under me, bis right band embracod $ 
me. And yet it is not ſupporting Cant. 2.6 1 
mercy onely which they experience in ;" 8g | 
their ſufferings, but ( nor ſeldom} bis ; *% &. 
refreſhing his rejoycing mercy, 10 it fol- on. : 
lows; Is the mwltitade of my thoawghts Verſe 199 
within me, thy Comforts delight '\my 
Soul My thoughts were: dark, and 
'dolefal, and full of defpair, .and a 4 
| ew 
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' Corretiion, 
few of them ; meltitader- brake in 
upon me, and even ſwallowed me np; 
bur thy comforts were /:ght and /;fe, 
and delight to my Soul ; my thoughts 
did not fink me ſo deep, but thy 
comforts raiſed me up as high , my 
thoeghts were an hel, but thy com- 
forts were an heaven within me, 
The Soul hears o. Gods mercy in 
proſperity ; but it taſtes of Gods 
mercy in affl/Aion; and, asit were 
eoppreft with delights, can call to 0- 
thers, O tafte and ſee how good the 
Lord 5s. Hence itis, that o. allthe 
days of the year the Apoſtle would 
chuſe as it were a Geod-Friday ; a 
paſſion day, to reſoyce in, Godfer- 
bid 1 ſnonld rejoyce in any thing but 
. in the Croſs of Feſws Chrift., Chriſts 
ſufferings for him, and h# ſufferings 

| Rn [God is th 

| --. The Al/uficiency of God is the 
ogy laſt oof I iatoncd , which 
dclivering God proclaims before his ſuffering 
ou: of af- neople ; Now thou Salt ſee, ſaith 
fifion. God to Iofes , what 1] will do to 
Pharach, Exod 6.1. Hitherto thou 

haſt ſcen what Pharach bath done 

to 1/racl, now thou ſhalt fee what 

I 


Sm 


Inftratien, 


| 'Y 1 4 ; 


] can do to Pharaoh, and ſo they 
did ſee the doubling of their bardexs 
was the diſſolving of their bondage; 
the extingniſhing of their /ine wavthe 
multiplying of their ſeed ; The fame 
waters which were J/rae/s rocks 


were the Fgyptians grave, 1 will x, .Þ 1 
_ purſue, 1 will overtake, 1 will divides 1 


the Spoil , my luff ſhall be ſatisfied 
«pon them: ] will draw my (word, 
m7 hand ſhall dftroy : ſo boaſts the 
proud Tyrant; 7 wil, 1 will, I 
will, &e. nay, not fo faſt Pharaoh; 
let God ſpeak the next word s Thes. 
diaſt blow with thy wind, the ſea 
covered them , they ſank, as lead in 
the mighty waters : Oh ſuddea 
turn { there lieth Pharaoh and his 
fix [| 1wils ] and [ 1 fealt's ] drown 
edin the Seas Thus did God appear 
to his oppreſſed J/rael in the very 
nick of their extremities; 7» the 


thing wherein they delt prondly, God Ezo.18.1154 


was above them : And Iſrael SAW 
that great work which the Lord did 
upon the Foyptians, and the people 
feared the Lord, and hi ſervant 
Moſes, Exod. 14. 31. Iſrael SAW , 
in profferity God works, but we 


fee 


Cor rect TLA 


fee him not : aMiQion openeth out 
eyes ; when we ſee our dangers, then 
we can ſee God in our deliverances, 
God could have brought 7/+ael in 
the Land of Promiſe a ſhorter cur, 
in fourty days; but he leads them a- 
bout in an nowling wilderneſs forrty 
years; not 2 like place in all the 
world to have ftlarved them and 
their flocks: and why? but to pro- 
claim to J/rae!, and al ſucceeding 
generations, that man liveth- not by 
bread alone, but by every Word that 

. propeedeth out of the month of the 
Lord, doth man live, &c, Iſrael 
learn'd more of Gods A!/ufficiency in 
a Land of drenght , then ſhe could 
have learn'd, inthe Land flowing with - 
milk and hony, namely, that God can 
feed without bread, and ſatisfie thirſt 
without ſtreams of water : that he 
can make the clouds rain food, and. 
the rock give out rivers : that the 
creature can do nothing without God, 
but God can do what he pleaſe with» 
out the creature. | 

Inſtances are endleſs: In a word, 

the ſuffering time is the time where- 
in- God makes bis Attributes wifes : 
| | The 


new ſtate, and in every new trya!, 
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| The Lord will be is refwge fo his 


people ,'a refage in "time of trouble, 
Pſ/al. 9. 9.and what follows ? And 
they that know thy Name, Will put 
their truſt in thee, Verl. 10. inthe 
School of Aﬀfliftion Godreads Lec- 
tures upon his. Attributes., 2/6b/e 
Lefures; and exponnds himſelf un- 
to his people : ſo that many times 


they come to know more of God, 


or more experimentally by half a 
3earsſufferings, then by many years 
Sermons, | 

A fifteenth Lefſon : God reacheth 
them in a ſuffering condition ts mind 
the duties of a ſuffering condition , 
to ſtudy duty more then deliver 


15 Leſſon, .. 


ance; ſeriouſly to enquire what it is 


which God calls. for under the pre- 
ſent Diſpenſation. The Soul cryeth 
out with Pax, when layd for dead at 


AQs 9, Ga 


Chriſts feet, Lord, what wilt thow- 


have me to do? There is no conditi- 
on or tryal in the world, but it gives 
a man opportunity for the exerciſe 


of ſome pecial grace, and the doing 


of ſome. Pecial duty ; and that is 
the work of a Chriſtian , in every 


z0 
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88 Corrett:on, 


to mind what new duty Godexpetts, || | 

what new grace he # to exert and} 
exerciſe. ud 
To mind deliverance onely, ul 
ſelf- love , which is natural to man; 
Ifa 51 14, The captive exile hafteneth rhat be 
' qnnay be looſed, and that he ſhould nat 

aje in the pit, &c. Manin affliction 

would fain be delivered , bave the 

burden raken off, the yoke broken, 

men make more haſt to get their af- 

flitions removed then ſanftified : 

but this is not the work God looks 

for; No, »or to think, onely What 4 

man Would do if he were atlivered, 

Oh, thinks a man, if God would 

heal me of this /ickne/s, deliver me 

out of this diftre/s, I would walk more 

cloſe with God, I would be more 
abundant in family-Juties, I would 

be more fruit/ul in my conyerſe, 1 

would do thus and thus, &c. Why 

now I ſay, though men ſhould fic 

down in their afflicions, conſider 

their ways, and make new reſoluti- 

ons for better things, if God ſhall 

Sive better times, Yet if this be all, 

it may be nothing elſe but a wile of 

the deceitful heart, a temptation and 

ſnare 


—_—— 


Inſlraftion. 
ſnare of the Denil, to gainthe time 
as it were Of Ged; a meer diverſion 
to turn aſidethe heart from the pre- 
ſent duty which Godexpe:is, And 
therefore when God intends good 
and happineſs to the Soul by the pre- 
ſent chaſtiſement , he pitcheth rhe 
Soul upon-the preſent duty, which __ 
is, tO ® hear the rod, and who hath e Mic.6 9 
appointed it, to diſcern Gods aym, 
and to find out the ering ot the 
preſent diſpenſation : to ſay to God, Job 34-319 
T have born chaftiſement, I will not 3% 
offend any more; that which 1 ſee 
wot teach theu me, and if 1 bave done 
iniquity, 1 will do no more, Tore- 
fle& upon our ways and ſpirits, tO 
complain of fiv, and not of paniſb- 
ment ,, Wherefore doth a living man 
complain > a man for the puniſhment 
of his ſin? Let us ſearch and try our 
Ways, and turn again to the Lerd. 
To think the preſent condition the ; 
beſt . 1 have learned in what ever ph,q un; 1 
ftate 1 am, therewith to be content ; | 
In our pati:xce to poſleſs our Soxls , Luk 21.19 
tO rejonce in Ged , yea tO rejojce in Ro: 5: 243 
tribulation, To mind the publique 


Lam-3 39: 


_ Calamities of the Charcb more, and 


our 
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__ Corredtion, 


” PL. 51: 18 


Col. x.2 4 
2 Tim. x. 
10. 

IPers T9 


our private [uſferings leſs ; to pray 
_ for the welfare of $70: ; - 1» thy good 


« pleaſure do good unts Sien, TO lik 


up eſs Chriſt, and te make him 
glorious by our affliftions , That 


Phil. 1,20, Chrift may be magnified in 0lr bts 


ares, Whether it be by life, or by 
death, Paxl ſtudied more how to 
azorn the Croſs, then to avoyd it, 
how to render perſecution amiable ; 
and if he muſt ſuff-r for Chriff, . yet 
that Chriſ# might not /xffer by him; 
that Chrif might be exalted, and 
the Charch edified, This God taught 
him; 7 have learned, cc. And laſte 
ly, tO commit the keepins of onr Souls 
to Ged in well-doing, as unto afaith- 


. fall Creator. | 


The ſixteenth Leſſon is like unto 
It; and that is, The privileds of 4 
ſuffering condition; In the School 
of Aftlition, one Le4ure which the 
Holy Ghoſt readeth is the fruits 
and advantages of a ſuffering con- 
aitios, There is in every ſtate of life 
a ſnare and a priviledg ; and itisthe 
folly and mnſery of man (left to him- 
ſelf) that he willingly -4xs into the 


ſnare, and » if{eth of the Peng ; 
| c 
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'Yhe is onely able to add to bis ow 


miſery, and to make his condition 
wore then he finds it. Thoſe whom 
God loveth, he teacheth ; he teach- 
eth chem to ſtudy , as the dxty of 
their preſent ſtate, ſo the advantages 
When God takes away creature- 
comforts, he doth not onely neceſlt- 
tate, but by che ſecret impreſſions 
of love apon the heart, he emboldens 
the Soul to look out for reparations, 
and to urge God for a recruitin ſome 
richer accommodations ; Zord, faith 


Abraham, what wilt. thou give me., G:n, 19. 2; 4 


feeing T go chilMelſ5? God had de- 
nyed Abraham a child , and He 
muſt make 4brah.im amends for it. 
In like manner, Lord, what wile 
thou pive me, ſaith a ſuffering Satnt, 


ſince I go wifeleſs , and friendleſs, 


and /andleſs, and houſeleſs, &c. yea 
Lord, what wilt thou give me, ſince 
I g0 Oradimance-leſs, Sermon leſs, 
Sacrament-leſs? &c. So the Diſci- 


ples, Lord, we have forſaken all and Ma 10.28 


followed thee, what ſhall we have 


therefore? Faith may be a loſer for 
Chriſt, but it 'will not be a loſer by 


Chrift ; and accordingly Chriſt 
maketh 
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| 92 Correltion, | FW 
maketh - an anſwer. of faithfalwſy | 
to this demand of Faith , Yerly 7: 
; ſay unto yon, there is no man that. 
mw IS fe houſe, or brethren, » (* © 
foſters, or father, or mother, or chit g 
aren, er lands, for my ſake, and the 
Goſpels, but he ſhall receive an 
hundred fold now in this time, &c, 
Advantage enough ; an hundred for 
 10xe,, was the beſt year that ever 
Tſaac bad, Gen, 26. 12.1, but how 
ſhall chis. be made good? why witch. 
perſecution , Honſes , and brethren, | 
and ſiſters, and mothers , and chil- 
dren, aud lands, WITH P ERSE-: 
CU TION, Perſecation muſt make of 
up the account. It is very obſerya- 
ble, That year wherein 7/aac recat- 
ved his handred fold was Iſaac's ſuf- 
fering year; the year wherein fa- 
-ine had bani/a'd him from his ows 
Country to ſojourn with Abimi- 
bech in Gerer, Gen. 26. 1. Tſaacks 
beſt harveſt, was ina year of famine ; 7 
and this was Typical toall the Chil. J© 
drex of jromiſe ; they muſt -recgive 
Tſaacks increaſe upon 1/aacks ac- F 
count, 41 hundred fold with perſecuti- 
ou, And I conceive our Sayiour may 
allude 
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—[alude to this eype, in this promiſe ;5 In 


1 perſecution the people of God find 
their ha»dred fold z when they make 
1a Scripture inquiry, they find /«ffer- 
ings, eſpecially thoſe for Chriſt ſake ta 
be their letters teſtimonial for Heaven, 
Luke 21. 13. 
The pledge of Adoption, Heb. 12. 
6,7. 
A purge for corruption, Ila. 27. 9. 
T he improvement of Holineſs, Heb. 
I2, IO. , 
A fining pot to faith, 2 Pet. I.7. 
Communion With Chriſt, ) x Pet. 
T he preſence of the ſpwit > 4, 13. 


-j of God and of Glory. I4. 


The Churches Treaſary , Colo. 


"oe es 
weak Chriftians( Phil. r. 13,14, 
rength, | In both, the 


Strong Chriſtians ) Goſpels advan- 
confidence. ta ge 
And laſtly, The inhancement of 


glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17, 18. here's the 


Yhnnadred fold with advantage. 


In a word, what ever the affi59:- 


oz be, that itſhall be the Soxls gain , 


Rom.. 8. 28, all things work toge= 


ther for good to them that love God, 
This 
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This God teacheth -bis people, it is 
the very. deſign: of the eight to the 
Rowans, and of the twelve firſt] jr 
varies of the twelfth Chapter to the] þ 
Hebrews, toſhew chat Gods Red and] tt 
Gods Love go both together. And] c 
this is a ſweet and bleſſed Lefſonin-J ;, 
deed; for._this quiers: che heart, and] 
ſupports the ſoul under its burden 

for thu cauſe we faint not; why?f t 
becauſe thongh our outward man pr 
riſheth, yet the inward man # re 
newed day by day, 2 Cor. 4.16, 4.4. 
what we loſe ics our bodies we gain 
in. our ſouls ; what we loſe in our 
eſtates we get in grace; thus they 
bear up and comfort themſelves in 
their deepeſt ſorrows, while chey that 
lie porivg upon their affii&ions, an 
are Witty only to aggravate every 
circumſtance of a ſuffering conditi 
.on, ſink their own ſpirits, vex their 
ſonls, diſbonony God by flandering 
his diſpenſations ; and bring up an 
evs] report upon the Croſs of feſm# 
Chriſt, The ſpiritual priviledges 0 
Gods ſuffering people, are therefore 
call d fe peaceable fruits of righte 
9/neſs , Heb, 12, 11, becauſe” ” 
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taſt 'of this fruit brings in ſuch 
peace” and comfort into the-ſou!, ? 
it makes it rejoyce not ;:»Godonly, 
but in tribulation, and in all theſe 
things to account it ſelf wore then 
Conqueror through him that hath 
loved #5, Rom. 8, 37, This is-the 
ſixteenth Leſſon. 4,40 

A ſeventeenth Leſſon which God 17 Leflon, 
teacheth by his chaſtiſements, isthat = Joes 
which Chrif' taught artha: ec. go, 
what is the one thing neceſſary z af- Luke 10; 
figion diſcoyereth how much 4: _ 
we are: miſtaken' about our wt 
bee's, our necefſaries. In our health 
and ſtreopth- and liberty ; we think 
this thing 92 be done, and that 
thing «ſt be done ; we think Riches 
neceſſary, Hozonrs neceſſary, and a 
Name in the World *neceſſary;, we 
mf get Eſtates, and we muſt lay up | = 
large portions for our Children, and Ploag.th _ '' 
we muſt raiſe our Families, and call | t 
our Lands after our own names, and 
the like; But in the day of adver- 
fity, when death fooks us in the face, 
when' God cauſeth the horror of the 
Grave, 'the dread of the laft 7ndge- 
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paſs before us, then we-can put our: 

mouths in the duſt , ſmite upon our] 
thigh, and gh with the breaking f 
oxr loynes, oh how have 1 been mif., 
taken ? how have I fed npon aſhes, 
aud a deceived heart turned me a-| | 
fode, fo that 1 could mot deliver my | 
ſoul, nor ſay, ts there not a lie inmyÞ | 
right hand ? Fool, bow have I been] 
deceived, and made the By the main, 
and the 124i, the By! Then we can 
ſee that pardon of ſin, intereſt in 
Chrift -: evidence of that intereſt , 
ſence of Gods love, a life of Grace, 
and aſſurance of glory, &c. are the 
only indiſpenfibles. In a word, that 
Chriſt alone, is the Unum neceſſa- 
rium the one thing neceſſary , and 
thar all other things, at the beſt, are 
but may-bees; yea, but /ofſe and 
dung in compariſon of the excellen- 
cy of the knowleds of Chrift Feſus 
the Lord, and of intereſt in him, and 

i his righteouſneſs, without which 

the ſoul is undone to all eternity. - 
And therefore ob ' that Chriſtians 
wou!d be wiſe, that they would not 
ſpend their money for that which 15 
not bread, nor thiir laborr for that 


which 
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wi which ſatrsficth not ,, but labour for ; 
wi Faith which might realize and ſ#b- Heb. 11.19 
f ftantiate unſeen and ſpiritual things, Faith is # 
[JF - and give them a being unto the ſoul. P7942 1 
7, | They that will not learn this leſſon in y& PR 
1 the ſchool of the z/ord, ſhall learn ir ; : 
7” | in the School of affii#:o», if they be- 
y Þ long to God, and therefore ſer your 
ny heart toit. Fry | 
| In the eighteenth place, Time- 13 Leſſon 2 
ny redemption is another /effon which ot 

"| God teacheth whom he correfleth. OG 
» 8 Inour travguility, how many golden 

» # honrs do we throw down the ſtream, 

e 8 which wearelikenevyer to ſee'again , 

th forone whereof the time may come, 
| 


” s 
Y _” 


when we would. give Rivers of Oyl, 

the wealth of' both the 7nadies, 

AMountains of precious ſtones, ( if 

they were our own ,) and yet neither 

would they be found a ſufficieat price 

for the redemption. of any one loſt 

moment. It was the complaint. of 

the very Moralif, a:ad may be,much gy; c2 

more our complaint, ho & there qui diem 

amongſt us, thar knows. how to value mat. 4 

time, and ';r;ie a day at a duerate ? Sues 
| moſt mer ſtudy, rather how to paſs a” Set. 
away heir time, then'to redeem it, xp, 

F prodigal 
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prodigal of their precious hours, as 
if they had more then they-could tell 
what to do withall + our ſeaſon is 
ſhort, and we make it ſdorteyr. How 
ſad a thing is it to hear men complain, 
O What ſvall We do to drive away) the 
tare ? 

Alas even Sabbath-time, the pu- 
reſt, the moſt refined parc of time, 
a Creation out of a Creation, time 
conſecrated by divine ſanftion, how 
cheap and common is it in moſt mens 
eyes, while many do. /i» away, and 
the moſt, do idle away, thoſe hal- 
lowed hours ?” Seneca was wont to 
jeer the Jews for their i{ hx«bavary, 
in that they /oft one day in /ever, 
meaning their Sabbath : truly it is | 
too true of the moſt of Chriſtians, 
they loſe one day in ſever, (what. | 
ever elſe ) the Sabbath for the moſt | 
part is bur a /oft day; while ſome 
ſpend it totally upon their /,f, and 
the moſt I had almoſt ſaid, the beF, 
do fill wp the void (ſpaces and inter- 
vals of the Sabbath from publick 
worſhip , with 5dleneſs and vanity ! 
But oh when trouble comes, and 
danger comes, and gdrarh comes; 

when 
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when the Sword is at the Bowels, the 
Piſtol ar the breaft, the knife at the 
% throar, Death at the door, how pre- YI 
4 cious wouſd one of thoſe deſpiſed -Y 


, hours be? evil dayes c'y with a loud 
e yoice in our ears, Reacem the time: - 
That caution was written from the 
n Tower in Rome , Redeem the time Eph. 5.16 


becauſe the dayes” are evil, In 


3 

: life-threatning dangers, when God | 
7 threatens as it were, that time ſhall Rev.10 6. 

5 be no more , then we can think of | 
redeeming time for prayer, for read-. 

: ins, for meditation, for ftudjing and. 

4 clearing out our tvidences for Hea- 

, ven; 7 aoing and recetving So0d, 

. according to opportunities preſen- 

+ B ted, yea then we.can gather wp the '\ © 
. very broken fragments of time, that \=Þ 


- = mothing maybe loft, Fhen God teach= 
;  eth che ſoul what a choice piece 'of 
 & wiſdom it is, for Chriſtians, (if ic 
were poſlible ) to be before hand 
| with time ; for uſually it.,cor 
| piſs through our - unskifffnefs and he Por we 
improvidence, that we are /arprized fee" 
by Death , and we that reckoned 1 not. a 
upon years, many years yet tO COMe, mus, 4 
have not ( "poſſibly 4 " ROY howrs, Sen, in ep, 
; C0) 1 


CorreFion, 
to make ready our accompts ; It may 
| be, thi night is the Summons, and 
As the then 5f our time be done, and our work 
poor | man go be begun, in what a caſe arewe! . 
7 þ;: The ſoul mult needs be in perplexity 
3 - carl bd at the hour of death, that ſeeth the 
3 day ſpent, and its work yet todo. A 
L-: ' Traveller that ſeeth the Sun ſetting, 
| when he is but extring on his journey, 
cannot but be «gaſt : the evening of 
our day , and the morning of. our 
tack , do not well agree together 
that time which remaincth, is too 
fort to lament the loſs of by-paſt time. 
'V By ſuch hazards God doth come apor 
AAR. 12.7, the ſoul as the Angel upon Perer in 
I priſon, and [mites upon our fides, bids 
#x Cor, 7, # riſe up quickly and gird up onr 
29, ſelves, and binds on our Sandalls, &c. 
: that we may redeem loſt opportuni- 
ties, and do wach work in a /ittle 
time , It is pity to loſe any thing 
of that which is ſo precioxs and ſo 
E ſhort. <. | 
” 79 Leffon. > A nineenth-Leſlop is, how to eſti. 
; _—_ mate, at leaſt ro make ſome remote 
LE ci _ and imperfet gueſs at, the /uffer- 
\ Lam.1,12, *2£s of Jeſus Chriſt. In our proſpe- 
rity we paſs by the Croſs, 3. &, care= * 
; | lefly | 
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lefty and regardlefly , at the beſt we 
do but ſbake onr Heads alittle, the 
reading of the ſtory of Chriſt paſi- 


o» ſtirs up ſome compaſſion towards 


Him, and paſſion againſt his per/ecx- 
tors 3 bur it isquickly goxe; we for* 
Fet as ſoon as we fer into the world 
again, bat now.let God pinch our 
fleſh with ſome ſore afflifton, lex 
him fill our bones with pain,: and ſee 
us on fire with a burning Feyer let 
oxr feet be hurt inthe flocks, and the 
Trons enter into our ſouls ;, let our 
fouls be exceedingly filled with the 
ſecorning of thoſe that are at eaſe, and 
with the centempt of the proud 5: let ug 
be deſtitnte, afflified, tormented, Oc, 
then happily we 'will fit down and 
look upon him whom we have pierced, 
and begin to ſay within onr ſelves, 
And are the Chips of the Croſs (6 
beavy, what then was the Croſs it 
ſelf, which firſt yy Redeemer did bear, 
and then 5 did bear him? Area few 
bodily pains ſo bitter, what.then were 
thoſe agoxies which the Lord of glo«. 
ry ſuſtained in his /ox/ ? Is the wrath 
of man 0 piercing , what was the 
wrath of God, which ſcorcht his righ- 

F 3 teous 
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teous ſoul, and /weltred bis very heart 
blood through his fl: in a cold 
Ly.22.44. Winters day, fo that his ſweat was as 
great drops of blood , trickling-down 
ro the ground ? Are the baffetings 
of men 10 grievous,” what were the 
buſfetings of Satan, which our Lord 
fultained, when all the brood of the 
Serpent lay nibling at the heel of his 
E- —— Is a' bur#ing Fever lo bot, 
" Chriſt felt how then did the flames, eve of Hel 
3 nx n- it ſelf, ſcald my Saviours ſpirit ? Is it 
i 4 raced .: ſuch an heart-piercing affliction to be 
| anferi, Aeſerted of friends, what was it then 
4 for him, that was the Sor: of Gods 
love, the darling. of bis boſom, to be 
deſerted of his Father, which made 
him cry out to the aſtoniſhment of 
Heaven and Earth, wy God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me ? Is a 
chaix {0 heavy, a priſon ſo loathſom, 
the ſentence and execntion of death 
ſo dreadful ? oh what was it for him 
that made Heaven and Earth to be 
bound with a chain, hurried up and 
down from one avrightrous Fudge 
_ ro another, mickt, abuſed, ſpit upon, 
buſſeted, vyeviled, cafs into priſon, 
erraioned, condemned, executed _ 
| m0 
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moſt /oameful and an accarſed man- ? 
ner? oh what was it for h::to en- n 
dure ali this * contr adift107 of fpuners, aHebrsz 2: 
b rage of the Dewd, and © wrath of *Gen. 3 155 
God, in- compariſon of whom the OI 2628 
moiſt righteons perſon-that eyer was "my E 
may ſay with the good Thief on the_ 
Crofs, And-we indeed juitly, bat He, 
what evil hath he done ; He made his 
Grave with the wicked, and with the 
rich in his death, becauſe he had done 
no violence , neither was any atceit 
in his month. Bleſſed be God, my 
priſon is not- Tophet, my barnings 
are not auguenchable flames, my cap 
is not fill'd with wrath, ina word, 
this is not Hell, Bleſſed be God for 
Zeſus Chriſt, by whom I am delivered 1 The. ny, © 
Trem wrath to come, And thus, as 10» 
the Lord Jeſus by the ſenſible expe- 
r:ence of his own paſlion, came per- 
featly to: underſtand what his poor 
members ſuffer while they are in the | 
body, fo we by the * Urgiuala, the «c.1.;.24 © 
remainders of his Croſs , which he F 
hath bequeathed us as a Legacy, 
come in ſome meaſure to underſtatd 
the ſufferings of Chriſt, or at leaſt 
by comparing things of ſuch vaſt diſ- 
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proportion, ro gueſs at what we can- 
b:. _ - nor wnderftand. 
2» Leſſon, The twentieth and the laſt Leſſon 


6 - which God teacheth by afliQion, is 
b How to prize and long for Heaven. 
In our proſperity, when the Canale 
of God ſhines in our Tabernacles , 
Co. when we waſh our ſteps in butter , 
| Jo> 29.6. aud the Rock ponreth us out Rivers 
F of Ol, we could ſet down with the 
preſent World, and eyen fay, with 
the Diſciples, ( though not upon ſo 
Ecc!. 41.1. £00d anaccount ) 1t zs good for wa t0 | 
be here, let us here build us Taber< | 
#acles , while /ife is ſweet, death is 
bitter , and Heaven it ſelf is no 
temptation, while the World pives | 
us her friendly entertainments : But | 
when poverty , and impriſonment | | 
reproach , and perſecatiow, ſickneſs, | 
and ſore Diſeaſes, do not only pinch |; 
but vex our hearts with variety of ! 
: agpravations ;- we are not ſo fed of | 
I the Creatzre, but we can be content 
: to entertain a par/y with Death, and 
. take Heaven into our conſideration, 7 
Not that meerly to deſire to bein 
Heaven, becauſe we are weary of | 
the world, is an Argnment of grace,” 
| OC 
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or a Leſſon that needs divine reach- 
ing , (clf-love will prompt as much 
as that comes to, Buf becauſe like 
fooliſh Travellers, we love our way 
though ic be zroub/e/om, rather then 
our Coxntrey, God by this Diſci- 
pline taketh off xr hearts by degrees 
from this preſext orld, and maketh 
us look homeward ; being burdened 
We groan, 2 Cor. 5. 4. and with the 
Dove , we return to the Ark when 
the World is a float round about us, 


' when David was driven from his 


Palace, then wo 2 me that my Piul- 
grimage # prolonged, ſo the Septua- 


*O7:11 


gint renders it, We ſhould be con» m4gnie | 


rented like the 7/raelites with the 
Garlick and fleſh-pets of Egypt, if 
God did: not ſet craet Taikmaſters 
over us to double our B#rdexns ; and 
when God hath thus leſſened our 
eftcem of the World, he diſcovers to 
us the exceliency of heavenly com- 
forts, and draws out the deſires of 
the ſoul to a full fruition ; wher' ball 
7 come and appear in thy preſence ? 
EVeN So come Lord Feſus. Afflicti- 
on puts Heaven into all thofe »otjons 
which make it Heaven inared. 


HE ${44- 
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To the weary it is reſt, 1/a. 57.2. 
 Revel. 14.13. | 
To the banifted it is Home, 2 Cor, 
8 | 
Is the [corned and reproached it 1s 
" glory, Rom. 5.2, 
To the Captive it is liberty, Rom. 8.21, 
To the conflifting ſoul it is Conqueſt, 
Rom. 8. 37. 
| _ « Life, Rev. 2, 10. 
And tothe Con- ) Righteouſneſs, 
gaeror it isaY 2 Tim. 4.8. 
Crown of Glory, 1 Pet. 5. 4+ 


To the Hangry, itis hiddes Manna, 
Rev. 2. 17. - 

To the Thirſty itis the fountain and 
waters of life, and Rivers of plea- 
ſare, Rev. 22. 17, Pſal. 36.8, 9. 

To the grieved ſoul, whether with 
fn or ſorrow, it is falneſs of joy, and 
to the monurner it is pleaſures for 
evermore, P[al.16. 12. 

In a word, to them that have [:in 
upon the Daunghil, and kept their 
integrity, it isa Throne, ou which 
they forall fit and reign with Chrif 
for ever and ever, Rey, 3. 31, and 
24 3; ON 
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Surely beloved, Heaven this pro- 
portioned to every ſtate of the af- 
fied ſoul, cannot chuſe but be very 
precious, and will make the ſoul 
with a ſtronger or weaker impulſe, 
deſire to be diſſolved and to bewith 
Chriſt, Which ts beſt of al], A Chriſtian 
indeed is comforted by Faith, but not 
[atisfied ; or if [ati-fied, it isin point 
of ſecurity , not of defire ; becauſe 
here we are. abſent from the Lord, 
and walk by faith, not by fight. 
Hope, though it. keep /ife in the ſoul, 
yet it is not ableto fi/it : he longs 
and thinks every day a year till he be 
at home in tis Fathers Arms, and ſit 
down on his Fathers Throne, crown= 
ed with his Fathers Honour and glo- 


5. They that walk by Faithcan- - 


not be quiet till they bein the fg hr 
of thoſe things which they Lelieve. 


Zacob when he heard: that 7oſeph 


was alive, though he did believe ir, 
yet could not be ſatisfied with hear- 
ingof it; but ſaith he, I will go and 
fee him before 1 aje: fo the be- 
lieving foul , He , whom my foul 
loveth, was dead , bat i alive, and 


F 
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behold he liveth for evermore, Rev. 1. 
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x SUMM A- 
'ry Leſfon, 
The fin- 
Wulneſs of 


' fin. 


face, EST 
+ Thus I have preſented you with 
. thoſe 20 ſeverai Leſſons which e/zs 


18, 1-will de thatI may go and /ce 
him : as Azguſftine, upon that an- 
ſwer of God to Moſes, thou canFt not 
fee my face and live, Exod. 33. 20. 
makes this quick, and ſweet reply, 
then Lord let me die that I may [ee thy 


Chriſt the great Prophet of his 


Church teacheth his afli&ed ones to. 


take ont in the ſchool of affliftion, 
And now as I told you in my en- 
trance upon this ſubjeR, all theſe 20. 
Leſſons, may be reduc'd to three 
creat ſammary comprehenfive inſtru. 
Hons, IC. 


I. The ſinfulneſs of ſn. 


2. The emptineſs of the Crea- 


tare. 

2. Thefulneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The firſt ſammary comprehenſive 
Leſſon, is the ſlufa/neſ7 of ſin : ſin is 
always very fixfal , but in our proſ- 
perity we are not fo ſenſible of it + 
the duff of the orld doth ſo fill our 
eyes, that we cannot make a clear 
and diſtin& diſcovery of the evil that 
is in ſin; but now by the arp and 
Line 
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bitter waters of aftition, God doth 
waſh out that duſt, and clears the 
Organ to make a perfett diſcovery, 
and to diſcernſin, as it 55, and not as 
uſually ic doth appear : fin becomes Rows 3.9 if 
exceeding ſinful, God hath four **"*713s 3 
Glaſſes, wherein he diſcovers tothe . 
ſoul the evi/ that is in ſi ; + 
i, The Glaſs of the Law, Jam, T. 
25, 36. 

2. T he blood of (hriff, Rev. 1. 6. 
3, Affiitions and chaftiſements in 
thu preſent World, Lam. 3. 39. 

cum 42, 

4. The torments of Hell, Mat. 25. 


41, 

Indeed of all theſe Glaſſes , the 
| blood of Chrift is the cleareft, and 
| doth moſt fully and perfectly repre- 
| ſent the exceeding infulneſs that ts 11 
| fn, the fairs and ot wiereof could 

be wa/st out with no other element 
but the blood of the Son of Ged; 
for as it was parchaſing blood, (o it 
was expiating blood, He hath loved 
us and waſhed ns with bis own 
blood. But thoughthis be the pureſt 
glaſs, yet God doth make frequent 
and preat uſe ofthe third glaſs aiſo : 


Rey. 3, 6 1 
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ſc. affliflions and chaſtiſements for 
fn, to diſcover to the Children of 
' promiſe, the greatneſs of that evil 


which ts in fin, It is very notable 


how God brings the 1/raelites this 
laſs in their aflition, and bids 
them as it were ſee their face init, 
fer. 2. Know therefore and ſee that it 
& an evil and bitter thing that thou 
haſt forſaken the Lord thy God, and 
that my fear is not inthee, ſaith the 
Lord God of Hsſts, verſe 19. In this 
Slaſs he diſcovers to them a foxrfold 

evil in ſin, | 
1. As it is canſe of all other evils 
of puniſhment, verſe 17. Haſt thou 
mot procured this unto thy [elf in 
that thou baſt forſaken me, &c. he 
bids them read all their finsin cheir 
prniſhments, he bids them look up- 
on ſin asa AZother-evil, that hattrall 
other evils in the womb of it, 9. d. 
Thank thy ſelf for all the aMition 
- that is upon thee : rhow haſt procured 
this unto thy ſelf 3 art thou in 
captivity, in priſon, in diſtrefs, &. 
T haxk thy 1delatry, and thy Adaltes 
r:es whereby theu baſt forfaken the 
Lord hy God, Thank ly [for al 
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the miſery that is upon thee, eyery 
mans hearc may ſay to himas Apol- 
lodorn; his heart cryed to bim out of 
the boy ling Chaldron : #y@ al 76 
and. Plat, I haye been the cauſe of 
all this. 4s loſt when it hath 
conceived, brings forth fiw,, ſo fin 
when it ts foariſhed,, when it is perfefied, 
will bring forth death : ſin is the 
Child of Luft, and the other of 
Death, TT 

2. In this Glaſs God repreſents 
ſin- to their view, as an evil init [elf : 
know therefore and ſee that it is an 


evil thing and a bitter ,, that{in doth - 


not only br;»g evil, but & evil; it is 
an evil thing ; not only that it works 
bitterneſs, but is bitterneſs, it is 4 
bitter thing : it bath a 6:tter root, 
as well as it brings forth 4ter 
fruits, God leads the finner by 
affliQtion to take nolice not only what 
fin dstb ; but what fin &, 7t is evil. 
Yea, 
3. That it is a pare nnmixt evil : 
It is an evil thing , the whole being of 
fin is evi/: In the eyil of affliction 
there is ſome goed, for ir hath God for 
the Amrhor, Js there an evil inthe 
City 
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* Amos 3.6. City and the Lord hath not done it? Nan 

| Rom.8.28. and jt hath good for its end : all | br 

1 Plat 9-TT things ſhall work together for good, || 45 
| to them that love God. It ts good for || 6x 
me ſaith David, that I have been af- || I! 
flited, Bur now ſin isa imple ws | Þ! 
1 John3.8. compounded evil, for it hath the De- || t! 

=. vil for the Azthor, he that commit- || al 
 Rom.6.27. terh fir 7s of the Devil; and death | 
| eorsope- for its end , the wages of fin ts death ,, | tt 
ne. death in its vafteſt comprehenſion, in | V 

z evil all over, | Is 

4.The glaſs repreſents it yet worſe, | © 

and that is, as 5t Zr an evil againſt God, | © 

It is a departare from God , thou haFt / 
| 


forſaken the Lord thy God, verle 17. 
Sinis & and fo again v. 19. thou haſt forſa- 
ore 400 ken the Lord thy God, my fear u not. 
fio ad crea» 8 thee, Sin as the Schools define it 
twram. 1s an averſion from God, and a con- 
Jer. 2. 13. verſion Or turning to the Creature. 
Ay people have committed two 
evils, they have forſaken me the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed 
them ont Ciſterns , broken Ciſterns 
that can held no Water, Sin is not 
only an a»mixt evil , but arwiſted 
multiplyed evil; It is a depariure 
irom the fountain of life and glory, | 
an 
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and turning to a /carty, and a 
broken Veſſel, which leaks ont as faſt 
as it is poured is, Now hereis the 
exceeding finfalneſs of 6n , that it is 
an evil againſt God ; puniſhment is 
but an evil againff the Creatare; 
thou haſt procured this #»to thy ſelf , 
afflicgion.is but a contradiftionto the 
will of the Creatzre ; but fin isa con- 
tradiftion tothe will of God whence 


* we may fafoly conclude , that there 


is more evil in the /zaft i», then 
there is in the greateſt puniſhment, 
even Hel it ſelf, the Hell that is ix 
fs, is worſe then the Hell that is pre. 
pared for fin. Yea and behold one 
evil more in this glaſs the aggravation 
of all the reſt, and that is, 5”, that 


| ſinis acanfleſs evil, a canfleſs depar- 


tare, thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy 
God , when he led thee by the way, 
v. 17. When he led thee as a Guide, 
to direft thee, lead thee as a ftay to 
ſapport thee, he put underneath thee 
his everlaſting arms , he led thee as 
Convoy tO guard thee, and led thee as 
a Father to provide for thee. Thou 
Wantedſ nothing, and yet thou haſt 
farſaken'the Lord thy God. This is the 

7 HY aggrayation 
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aggravation, verſe 31, O generation, 
F Generation of what ? why of what 
J0u will, God leaves 2. ace, as it 
were , that we, may write down 
what we pleaſe; Generation of Vi- 
pers, Generation of Monſters , any 
thing , rather then the Generation of 
his Children : | O Generation, ſee the 
word of the Lord ; ſtill he holds the 
Glaſs before their eyes , and what are 
they to behold there? why their 


canſeleſs Apofkacy and reb:llions : | 


for ſo it follows, have I been a barren 
Wilderneſs, a Land of darkneſs? 
have ye wanted any thing ? where- 
fore then ſay my people, we Will come 
no more anto thee ? oh this departure 
is caxſcleſs and -wilfn/ : God faith 
to the ſinner, as Pharaoh ſaid to 
Zeroboam, when he would be gone 
from him, 1 Kings 11.22. But what 
haft thow tacked. with me , that 
behold thou ſeekeſt to be gone from me ? 
and the finner ſeemeth to anſwer 
God, as 7eroboam there anſwered 
Pharaoh : nothing , howbeit let me 
go 11 any wiſe. feroboarm could come 
to Pharach when he was indiſtreſs , 
but when the florm was over, at 
home, 
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home, he will be gone again, though 
he cannot tell whyz and ſo deals the 


hm 


-treacherom heart with God, and 


this cauſeleſs departure from God is 
an high aggravation of ſin ; God is 
Often upon it, as 7/4. 1. 2. and A- 
m8 6.3, 4,5, &c, Theſoul finneth 
only becauſe it will fin, Inaword 3 
Afﬀition is ' one Of Gods tribunals 
where the ſinner is arraigned, con- 
vitted, and condemned; As many as Yea he 


| I love, rebuke andchaſten, the Greek, 49th ®ll 


words ſignifie to convince and cor- | rhe 


rect, 4. e. by corref0n to Convince aura ua 
of fin, truly in afflition, ſinis laid mu xpi7&- 
open before a mans eyes in ſuch ſort HO 
*. . em . 
as he is inforced to plead gnilty ; God I 
thouſand witneſſes; fin the indift- Rev. $19: 
ment ; affiiftion both evidence and *>iyxo 5 
execution. Hence it is, that ſooner, T<d'v1@. 
or later the convinced ſoul ſees /-: 
a greater evil, then affifiow, what- 
ever it be ; and now as it were for- 
getting the affiifiion , begins to 
wourn Only for fix, crying out with 
holy 7ob in the duſt, 7 have ſinved, 
What ſhall 1 do anto thee, O thou Job 7. 20. 
preſervar of men? he ſaith, not 4 
Roy R (a m 
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2; Com- 
prehenfive 
Lefſon, 


The: emp. 
tincſs of 
the world, 


ſelf a terror to my felt and ftanders 
by , what wilt thou do unte me, 0 


thow preſerver of men ? but T hav 


finned, what ſhall I do unto thee, &c, 
AfﬀMicion led him to ſin; Corres. 
oz was made conviftion, and fin now 
lyeth heavier upon him then all his 


ſ«fferings, This is the firſt compre. 


henſfiye Leflon, 


The ſecond fofloweth, /c. 
The emptineſs of the Creatnre. 


In our proſperity we ſtick in the 
Creature, and dote upon the Crea- 
ture, ihe - chivgs and perſons in this: 
preſent world, as if there our hap* | 
pineſs and comfort were bound up; N 


but in the day of adverſity, God con- 
vinceth us of our miſtakes, by cau- 


ſing us to ſee the exprineſs and vani- + 


ty of all ſublunary contertments ; 


we begin co find the wor/d to be. 


but gailded emptineſs, a meer #0- 
thing. Then ask the foul what it 
thinks of the zyorld and all the ele- 


ſutftance is ſpoiled; my Children de- 
ſtroyed , my body is become'a 
Spittle of loathſom Diſeaſes, and-my 
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* a | ments thereof, the Inſts of the fleſh, 1Joh,2,16 
| the luSts of the eyes, and the pride of | 
life, as the Apoſtle ſorts them, 
( which formerly did ſo glitter inits 
eyes, ) and the anſwer will be with 
the Prophet, all fleſh # graſs, and all 
4; N the goodlineſs thereof as the flower 
ef the field; wanity of vanities, all 
& vanity, The afflicted ſoul ſaith of 
Fall Creature excellency, it 7s mot, 
- Fit looks upon them as ſo many noe | 
Fertitics, fo many Nots; Not that Pro. 23.5 
which it ſeems; Not that which it 
Etroms/eth , Not that which we ex- 
efF, and flatter our ſelves with, 
's BRiches profit mot in the day of Pro. 11.4; 
Ewrach. Whatſoever it is thata man — 
makes his -:iches , whether friewd, or 
Spealth , or parts, or Creature- Tnte- 
$5 whatſoever, they profit not, 3, e. Fulgentiue 
Fhey cannot deliver out of the hands, */i»mphes 
either of death or 7#doment, And —_— T 
boſides, the ſoul finds by experience ns 
Jthe #»ſutableneſs and diſſatisfaion vit uani- 
Jthat is in all theſe ſeen rhings ; that ratem. Au- 
there is no proportion between an '#or vie 
snviſfible ſoul and wifible comforts, F peaka 
between *an immortal ſoul and pe- , 3c bello 
$ 7:/0ing Py between A Vand. 
| ſpiritnal* 
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118  Curretiiuon, 


ſpiritual being, and an earthly ports: | 
o# ; that the Wind which a man / 


takes in by gaping, will as ſoon fil 
an hungry belly, as Creature-com- 
forts will ſatisfie the Spirit , In the 
hour of temptation che ſoul ſays, mi. 
ſerable comforters are ye all, Phyſ« 


cians of ne value, upon which a man * 


may beftow a! chat he hath in ex 
peRation of a care, as the Hemoneb 


find himfelf no whit berzey, but rather 
worſe, iurely the world in all ics bra» 
very is to the aflited ſoul no better 
then the Cities which So/omer gave 
to Hiram, which he called Cabzl,that 
x King 9 js to ſay, diſpleaſing or dirty , the 
"oe day of aMiRion is one of thoſe days, 
Wherein men caſt away their Tabs 
Ifa, 2. 20. of filver and their Idols of Gold, 
 - which they made each one for him- 
Abite bin. elf to worſhip, to the Moles and to 
Abie lon- "op, Bats, and ſaith unto them. with 


Pls .- a : 
= indignation, Get Je hence, 


2 Summa- 3. And laſtly, in the day of af- 
ry Lefſen, flition, God diſcovers to the foul, 
Fulncls 0f the fubneſs of Jeſus Chrift. There is 

*:%  aninfinite fulneſs in Jeſus Chriſt. 7: 
pleaſed 


[ 


| 


Inſt ratton. 1 7 9 
6rti:} pleaſed the Father that 'in him Coll. 1, 
man( Fould all fulneſs dwelt; The Cove. * *: 
n $4] nant of grace is ſured to all the exi- ] 
om.| gencies and indigencies of a poor un. [if 
the] done convinced finner; it # ordered 2 Sam.234 © 
mil in al things: In oppoſition to the 5: - 3 
7 þej power of corruption in the beart, 1 E 
nanſ 14 pur (faith God ) my Law in Jer. 314333 7 
ex-i| their inward parts, &c. In oppofition 34+ 3 
op] tO error and ignorance in the unders- 
andſ ſtanding, they hall all know me, 
her] &c. In oppoſition to Guilt, 7 wil 
ras| forgive their iniquity, and 1 will re- 
ter] member their in ns more. And the 
avel Offices of 7e/us Chriff are ſuted to 
hat] all the 5ranches of the Cqyenant. fn 
hej order to the firſt branch Þ" 7 wil! write 
ys, | my LaW in thar hearts, | &c. Behold 
Ms Jeſus Chriſt is a Xivg ; Inorder to 
1d, the ſecond | they all all know me, | 
n= &c. behold Jeſus Chriſt is a Prophet + 
tof andin order to the third, | 7 will for- 
thi] give their iniquities ] behold Jeſus 
Chriſt is a Prieft : The Offices of 
Chriſt, f// and execare the Covenant 
f-| of gracezand the fulneſs of God filsand 
| a8s che Offices of Jeſus Chritt, the 
is} Power of God, and the falne/s of 
IG han Kingly Office, The wiſ- 
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dom of God, and the falneſs of wil 
dom, his prophetical Office, The 
Kighteouſneſs of God, and the ful- 
eſs of Righteouſneſs , his prieftly 
Ofhce; this is that which the Pſal- 
Pla. 45+ 7+ miſt celebrateth in that Song of Loyes 
| God hath anointed thee with the Oyl of 
gladneſs ABOVE THY FELLOWS; 
never King was anointed with ſuch 
power 3 never Prophet with ſuch 
wiſdom , never Prieſk with ſuch 
Grace and Righteouſneſs , they had 
| their finted proportions, but God 
3 gave not the ſpirit by meaſure unto 
E 36 HIM. 7s him dwelt all the fulneſs 
o ol of the Godhead bodily. It isnot lels 
then an 5»finite fulneſs which fils Je- 
ſus Chriſt as Mediator, that we of his 
Joh, 1,16. fulneſs might receive grace for 
grace; But we are not always in 
a capacity either to receive Or to /ze 
that fulneſs; And the reaſon is, be. 

© Cauſe in our proſperity we f/ our 

ſelves ſo with "the zyorl/d, with the 
pleaſures and prefits of the world, 
chat- it fares with Chri# now as it 
did when he was bor, there is no 
room for him in the Inn ; while the 

Worid glitters in our eyes with her 

| Painted 


I29 


 COMLINES, aud. When We fee ſtens prob'- 2 


him , there is no beauty that we 
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painted gaudery, he hath »o form nor Intus exi- | 


] Ns Cavenda 7 
ſhould deſire him,, we are very prone (,n; i 0h 


to love the World for the pworld, !:ttamenta * 
terminate Our affeftions inthe Crea- tinquam *2 
ture, and do not uſe terrene com- {11% & 
forts in that way, and to that ex, FAY * 
that we might thereby be the more 9441, in. } 
fitted to walk With God, and i.s. cr. | 
when our deſires are /#ch, the more a. 53. 3+ | 
they are , the /eſs are our delights Minus t6 © 
in Feſus Chriſt , this is our fn ind 47% Do- | 
folly, that we do not fear the unlaw. //": 1 3 8 
ful uſe of /awful things, nor ſee quod 3 
where the [ſnare liech to inveaple nos fropter J 
thoſe affe&ions to the Creatare which te amet, © 
are only due to God himſelf, anda 17 #citze 
LN . CrENUR - 

great reproach it is to Peſws Chriſt, "2 
Bnt now when God ſpreads ſackeleth © 
upon all the brauty and bravery 0 
the Creature, and fo hideth pride 
frem man, when God by fome flaſves 
of Lightening ſtrikes us blind io the 
World, then we can diſcover beanty 
and excellency in Chriſt , infinitely 
tranſcending all the beauty and ex- 
cellency n the World Thex art fairer 
then the Children of men, grace t 
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Rom;7. I4 


; Gal, 2.24, 


: Pfal.45.2. 
| Cant,5.19 Z,jrs, and in the Clifts of the Rocks, 


poured into thy lips ; when ander the 


chen the ſoul can ſing, my beloved z5 
white and ruddy, the chiefeft among 
tew thouſond, When the God of 
Heaven hath famiſht all our God's ox 
earth, when he hath hunger-ſtarved 
us, as tO Creature-comforts, in any 
way whatſoever, then we can hun< 
ger after and taſte the ſweetneſs, the 
falneſs, which is in Feſas Chriſt, O 
then, Chriſta King to govern, a Pro= 
phet to teach, a Prieſt to ſave! how 
how precious ! then ove but Chriſt, 
none but Chrift; give me a Chriſt 
or elſe T die, Ina word my Beloved, 
when once it is come, ( by what 
exigencies and ſurpriſes ſoever ) to 
an, Oh wyetch that 1 am, Who ſhall 
acliver me? then, 7 thank God through 
Zeſas Chriſt our Lord. Truly God 
is forc'd to exerciſe us with a ſevere 
Diſcipline, that he may endear 7e/#s 
Chriſ# to our hearts ; and ſecludes 
us from the World, that we may 
ſtudy and improve bis {xl 
As the Law is our School-maſter, 
ſo afflition is an Uſher to the 
Law ; affiiftion brings as to the 
ILaW, 
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Law, and the Law brings us to 
Chriſt. 

And thus I have diſpatcht the firft 
thing 1 undertook, for the opening of 
the DoAtrine, /c. The Leſſons which 
God teacheth thoſe whom he cha- 
ſteneth ; both in their ewezty parti- 
calars , and in their three ſummary 
comprehenſive heads, to which all the 
reſt may be reduced. 


I come to the /ecoxd thing ; 
namely, 
The Nature or properties of divine 
teaching, 
For my Brethren, it is not every The nature * 
teaching that will »zake or evidence 99d prov 
a man to be a bleſed mazunderaf- ?'.'e" of 
fliion, There is hardly any man that py. 
is under afMifion, but he learns 
ſomewhat by it, and yet few are 
bleſſed, the reaſon is, becauſe it mat- 
ters not ſo much what a man is 
taught, as who is the Teacher, whither 
he be taught of God or no, yea that is 
not all neither; for we are. not to 
enquire only, whether we be taughe 
of God, but how? There is a ?wofold 
teaching of God. There is a commer 
| G 2 reaching, 


Correftion, 


Vid, Sen, 


Cur bonis 


1 wvirts mala 


E Ifas 54-13, 


6. proper= 
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teaching. 
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teaching, which even Heathen, men 
cut of the Church, Hypocrites and 
Reprobates within the Church, may 
have, the very Philoſophers have 
read excellent LeQures upon affliti- 
on; Sexeca and others, and there is 
a ſpecial teaching, proper and peculiar 
only to the Children of promiſe. A 
Covenant teaching, All thy Children 
ſhall be tanght of God ; it is the Cove» 
vant of God with the Redeemer, 1/a. 
54+ 13, A teaching without which 
no profit, 7 am the Lord thy God 
which teacheth thee to profit , 1c. to 
profit by chaſtiſements and correQie 
on: ſo it followeth : which leadeth 
thee by the Way that thox ſhoulatſt go, 
1/a 48. 17. Gods teachings are not 
only direQing teachings, but leading 
teachings, not only to ſhew the way, 
but to enable to goin the way. 


Now this teaching hath a ſix- 
feld property, 

” The firſt property is, Te zz an #1Wwvard 
teaching, [Inward in reſpec of the 0b» 
jet,& inward in reſpeRof the /ubjeF. 
Inward in reſpe&t of the objeft , 

ſo our Sayiour concerning the ſaving 
© reaching 
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teaching Of the Holy Ghoſt : Þohen 
the ſpirit of truth i come, he will 


guide you into all truth, Man may 


lead you UN r0truth, but itis the 1? 16-13-44 


ſpirit of God that only canlead you 
INTO trath , he only chat hath the 
Key of David, that openetth and no 
mas fhbutteth, and ſuutteth and no 
an epeneth, can open to you the 
door of tir#th, and ſhew you the 
inſide of :rth. And preatis the dif- 
ference between thefe rwo-teachings. 
He that comes to a ſtately hox/e 
or palace ſees only the outward fa- 
brick and ftraZnre; and even that 
may take much ; but he that comes 
into it, fees all the inward contr:- 
vances and -conveyances; he ſees all 
the rich furniture and adornings of 
the ſeveral rooms and Offices of the 
houſe, which are not only for ſe, 
but for delight and ornament ; Surely, 
the very out. fide of :-ath is goodly , 


but, like the Kings Daughter , it Pf. 45. r3; 


#5 all glorious Within; not pleaſing 
only, but ravi/ding ; this they ſee 


who are led ito trath, by vertue Pſ.3 13.18, 


whereof David ſaw wonderful things 
in the Law, Objeats which filld 
' G 3 his 
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his Þbul with wonder and delight, 


Pal, 16 7. 


And as the teachings of the Cove- 
nant are i»ward in reſpe& of the 
Objeft, fo inward allo in reſpeR of 


—_— 


the Subjet, In the HIDDEN PART 


thow haſt made me know Wiſdom, Plal. 
Fl. 6, and again, 7 thank the Lord 
that gave me counſel , MY REINS 
alſo iuſtrutt me in the night ſeaſons , 
the Reins are the moſt inward part 
of the Body ; and the »ight-ſeaſon 
the moſt retired and private time; 
both expreſs the intimacy of divine 
teaching; man may teach the Brazns, 
but God only teacheth the Reins; the 
knowledge which man teacheth is a 


_ ſwimming knowledge, but the know= 


ledge which Chriſt teacheth is a ſoak- 
ing knowleage ; God who commanaed 
light to ſhine out of darkneſs , hath 
fined into our HEARTS , to give 
the light of the knowledge of the Gls- 
ry of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 
it is a loaden expreſſion, and holds 
forth the inward teachings of God 
on both fides ; both inreference to 
the S»bjeF, and in reference to the 
Obget. In reference to the Swubje&, 
He that commanded the light to 

ſhine 
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ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in- 
to ow bearts, Mans light may 
ſhine into the Head, but Gods ig ht 
cor ſhine into the Heart, God hath 
is Throne in Heaven , but his Chatr, __ I 
his Palpit, is in the Heart; he hath pie. 1 
fhued into onr hearts, And thenyou catis, qui 
bave the inwardze/s of divine teach- co'da docet”; 
ing in reſpe& of the Objef - BZ hath *'8 | 

given us the light of the knowleage 

of the glory of God in the face of fe- 

ſus Chriſt Man may give knowledge, 
confuſed general knowledge, but God . 
giveth the /ight of knowleage in the pf, ;6.9; 
laftre and brightneſs of it. In thy I 
light we fpall ſee light; the ſoul 
ſeeth by the [ame light whereby 
God himſelf ſeeth, thy /ight ; and 
not only ſo, hereis net only kyow- 
ledge and light of knowledge, but the 
glory of that light ; the light which 
God brings into the ſanQified un- 
derſtanding., is a glorious light, a 
| marvelous light, 1 Pet. 2, 9. the ſoul 
7 that the /piri: of God taketh by the 
hand, and leadeth i»to truth, ſtandeth 
Wondering at the glory and excellency 
of that light which ſhines round about 
it. And then _ all this, i» the 
Ss 4 face 
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face of Feſus Chriſt ; The face is|he 
fall diſcovery of a perſon, Moſes 
could not ſee Gods face, but only | 
his back-parts he might ſee, Exod. 
33. laſt Buteow by the fleſh of 7e- 
{as Chrift God hath pur a vail up- 
on his face; the wail of bis fleſh, 
: Hebw 10. 20, through which we 
” rTim. 3.6 May ſee the face of Ged,, for nowin 
E- Chrift it is God manifeſt in the fleſh , 
the hamane nature of Feſms Chriſt 
hath made God wifble, In this face 
now of 7e/z#s Chrift do they whom 
God teacheth by & ſaving Goſpel- 
teaching ſee divine truth, 5. e. they 
. fee it now not only by borrowed re- 
preſentations and rvatural reſemblan- 
L ces, but in its own »arive beauty and 
| Eph. 4.21 luſtre, «s the truth 5 infeſus, He 
fined into our hearts to give 
us the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſf. This is the firſt property of 
Divine Teaching, It is i»ward, and 
that both in reſpe& of { Subjet, 
Objett. 


2. Divine Covenant-teaching is a 
clear cor» Clear convincing teaching , ſo our Sa- 
vincing, viourof the ſpirit ; when Ee x5 come, 
he 
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e he ſhaH CONVINCE the world , &c. i 
7; * x58 7 xdojeoy, the word lignifieth *Yx&* 7 
y | a clear demenitrative convitlion . wr "Y 
d. ſo the Apoſtle defines faich to to be —_ 

fo TexYpaTHY tEyx& s BAt mor " HOlog, 

J- the evidence, Or demonſtration, the Ariſt0 =» 
b, evident demonſtration of things not k.. Syilo-? 
G ſeen, The Holy Ghoſt in higMeach- Chak 
n ings, brings in divine Truths with the re- 

p, ſuch a clear and convincing light that ſpondent *! 
ff the ſoul ſizs down under it fully /atis- i5forced ro.5 
ce | fied; it is not only convinc'd fo Ln : 


m ſilence , but to aſſurance; the 'Soul <; ke, per 
ls doth ſweetly and freely acquizſce in coucrſſa | 
y the preſent truths; Now / know, aith # gaado, cx * 
[2 Moſes Father.law, that the Lord i© Þ*' 1844 * 
W- greater then all Gods, He had heard . 
id of God before , but that bred but 
Te opinion only; burnow, he is chrough- Exod 13, 1 
ve ly convinced; 7know that the Lord *** 
he 5 greater then all Gods, So David 3 
4s concerning his afflictions, 7 kxow Pſ.119.75 * 
of Lord that thy juagments are right, 
d and that of faithfulneſs thou hat 
affiitted me, He wes fully "ſatisfied 
| both of the equity and fidelity of 
2 Gods chaſtifemen.s; righe in reſpe&t 
J- of the exit, and fairhful in reſpe&t 
of the ex4, And thusin all the Leſ- 4 
| G 5 ſons a 


OO 


Correbtion, 


xTheſ.1.5. 
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ſons before preſented to your view, 


and in all other, what God teacheth, 


he teacheth with ſuch a clear evi- 
dence of truth, that the ſoul is ſet 
beyond all peradventure : Onr Goſpel 
came uuto you, not in Word only, bit 
in power and in the Holy Gho$t, and 
in nggeh full aſſurance : the word 
hath a double and a treble emphaſis, 
aſſurance, full aſſurance , and mach 
full aſſurance : ſuch are the teach- 
ings of the Holy Ghoſt. Commer 
teaching may conyince to filence, a 
man cannot tell how to gainſay or 
contradict , but the znderſtanding 
may remain doubtful ſtill : there is 
that which the Schools call /afpence 
or heſitancy in the underſianding ; 
there is not a f«/ and clear aſſent in 
the #nderſtanding to the truths pro- 
pounded ; but a man remains, in the 
Apoſtles Langmnge, a donuble-minded 
22an; Or as the word fignitieth, a 
deuble-ſoul'd man; duplex animo, a 
man of a doxble, or doubrfwl, or di- 
vided fpirit, floating between diffe- 
rent opinions ; ove ſoul (as it were) 
belieyeth hz way, and another ſonl 
believeth that way ; One while he 
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there are but have the Nerion.in their 


I pray, the P/almiſt ſpeaks. experi- 


ry Be” fees CY OI - £4 CIO 6-4 
. _- , F'- DE Fo WG 
4 % Gf Ede 8 OO EIT © 1 RY SOS RO 
bd = - I be T It. 7, OB A — 
7 i —_— Ie = os in by 
- * £% _ _—. . 
3. Ld , * ls We... 
FS 1 #1 $08, F . = : 
452 


believeth there is a God, and anon 
the fool ſaith in his heart, there ts ns 
Ged; ſometimes he calls fin evil, 
and anon again he thinks it good, He 
believeth , and be believeth wot; 
ſometimes what he heareth fromthe 
word is trath of God, ſometimes he 
thinks again it is but an invenggon of 
ay, there may (poſlibly ) be ſome 
miftake init; But gow the reachings 
of God let a man beyond all thoſe 
fluftaations and unſetledneſs in 
judgement : there is that which the 
Apoſtle calls the riches of the ful : 
aſſurance of underſtanding to the ac ©) 3. >> 
knowledgement of the 11yſtery of God : 
Aſſurance of principles, even when 

the ſoul may poſſibly want the aſſu- 

rance Of application. 

A third property of divine teach- 44, pro 
ing, It & au experimental teaching. y*ity, ex- 
The ſou! can ſpeak experimentally P*rimcnr 
of the truths it knows, z« i good for ** | 
we, faith David, that 7 have been Pſ.119,73 | 
aflifted , why, but may not a»y man | 
ſ:y as mnch as that ? yes, few men 


heads, and in their /zps ; I but mark 


mentally 


RR ng _ 


142  Correllion,” 
mentally to the point, and. doth in. 


4 ſtance the good which he had gained | 
” Intheend by aflition; 7 have learned thy 

of the Statutes, He had learned more ac- 

verſe. auaintance With the word, more de- 

light in the word , more conformity 

to the word. He k»ewit more, and 

foye it better, and was more rra»/- 

formed into the nature of it, then 

ever. &c. SO Pſal, 116. 6. The Lord 

preſerverh the ſimple, i. e. God 

' lands by his upright hearted ones to 

ſecure them from violence ; a good 

notion; but any man may haveitin 

the propoſition ;, I but David hath ic 

in the experience, 1 was brought 

Jow and he help:d-me ; my faith was 

brought low , and my comfort was 

brought low, and my reſol/ ations 

were brought low, my feet had wel- 

»igh ſlipt. Pfal. 73. 2. but God help: 

my faith, yevsved my comfort, 

frengthened my reſolutions, and ft» 

£16 blifst my feet : thou haſt hold:n me 

2"Tim. 1. by wy right hand, verſ. 23. Thus St. 

ay Panl, 1 know whom I have believe- 

ed, &c. I have experienc't his faith- 

falneſs and his All-ſuffciency : I 

dare truſt my Al with him: - 7 ans 

ſare, 


ws ” I T < ” ” - * $ p- 
X, 


} 
; 


Iuſtruftion. 


ſure, he will keep it ſafe to that day. 
And thus they that are taught of 
God in afflition can freak experi- 
mentally, in one degree or other, of 
the gains and priviledges of a ſuffer- 
ing condition ; they can ſpeak expe- 
rimentally of Communion with God, 


though I walk through the villey of Pſal, 23-4; 


th: ſhadsW of death, IT Will fear no 
evil, why ? for thou art with me ; 1 


have had comfortable experience of 


thy »pholding , counſelling, comfor- 
ting preſence with me in my deepeſt 
deſertions : lo of other fruits of af- 
flition, the 7 had, Pal. 119.56. this 
1 have got by my ſufferings , [ bleſs 
God I have learned more patience, 
hamility, ſelf-denial, &c. to be more 
ſenſible of my Brethrens ſufferings, 
to fit /oofer to the World, to winde 
duty, and to tr»ft [aferty with God, 
to prepare for death, and to provide 
for eternity, One way or other it z 
good for me, I could not have been 
witbogt this affliction, &c, 

Common knowledge reſts in gexe* 
rals, and lieth more in propoſitions 
then in application, but they that are 
taught of God can fay, as we have 
heard, 
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heard, ſo have we SEEN, they can 
50 along with every rrath, and ſay, 
It 55 ſo, I have experienc'd this Word 
John 3.33- upon mine os heart, they can ſet to 
their ſeal, that God 75 true. 
4Property, . 4. Divine Covenant-teaching zs 
Poyertul. 2 powerful teaching : Atter a man 
hathygot many truths into the under. 
Nanding, the main work is yet to 
do, and that is to bring dewn holy 
truths to ation, to draw forth 
divine principles into praftice : a 
natural man may know much , he 
may have az heap of truths in his un- 
derſtanding , but they all lie frexgth- 
{eſs in the brain, he hath no power , 
to /;ve the truths he knows, Co- 
venant-teachings convey ſtrength as 
well as /ight, and do what they 
Ifz. 8. 11, teach. The Lord ſpake to me with 4 
Iſs. ffrong. hand, and inſtrufted me that 
I ſhould not walk in the way of this 
* People, ſaying, ſay ye not a confeae- 
racy to them who ſay a confederacy, 
neither fear ye their fear, nor be 
afraid, ſantlifie the Lord of Hoſts 
himſelf, &c. It is a moſt ſweer and 
comfortable Scripture , and that in 
two reſpects. 1, Fn reſpeRt of what 
| be 
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it -592plicth, 2. In reſpeRt of what it 


expreſſeth, Firſt , it :»mplicth thus 1. A Con- 4 


much, /c. that even the Holy Pro- fi& im- 
phee himſelf had no ſmall combate ?*4 
and conflift within himſelf what to 

doin ſuch a junRure of time as that 


was, when it was told the honſe of Chap.7,2; : 


Dawvia, ſajing, Syria-# confederate 
with Ephraim : that is, that both 
thoſe Kingdoms had made a League 
together, and were now upon their 
march with their combined forces, 

to make Yar againſt the Houſe of 
David : it was ſad news, and the 
Text faith, The heart of Abaz, and yr 2: 
the heart of the people was moved, as 

the Trees of the pyood are moved 
with the wind, 1,e, They were teb- 
ribly afraid , even ready to die for 
fear, and in that fear abundance of 
the people fell off to the exemy, and 
engaged with them; as it is in- 


timated , They refuſe the waters Chap. 8.6; | 


of Shiloh that go ſoftly, 4. e, they 
lookt upon the forces of 7er»ſalen 
as poor and inconfiderable, no wayes 
able to cppoſe and exgage fo potent 
an adver/ary as came againſt them , 
and fo deſerted their own party, and - 
Re, To 7 ns 
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"Tum ſuam rejoyced in Rezix and Remalial's 
pakcitatem pox : they rejoyced in them, 5. e, to 


& _—_ cover their defeQion from their true 
—_—_ ye. SOveraign, they cryed up the invagers 
pidabant » 8s their beſ? friends, who came to 


&c, & pu- reſcue them from the tyranny and 


 Tabant ſ® gyprefſion of Ahaz. Andit ſeems the | 


rntifimos prophet 7/aiah bimſelf was /urprized 

_ "bs wh fear too, for a time, and eee 

Rex coui» £0 diſpute the matter within himſelf, 

2iſ1,quam whether it were not beſt for him, to 

Iſraelti5. ſtrike in with the fronger fide, and 
Caly. in : 

"2 to engage in the confederacy with 

; thoſe two Princes as the multitude 

did, there wanting not, probably, 

fair and ſpecious pretences to juSFifie 

that defe&s0n; It ſeems, I fay, that 

| the Prophet had a fore temptation 

upon his ſpirit about this matter, and 

was even ready to determine the 

queſtion on the affirmative, till Cod 

The ſc- eame in and 7ſtrafted him , &&c, 

cond thing And that is the ſecond thivg, the 

- com” comfort expreſt in theſe words : while 

og the Prophet was thus confliQing 

and fluQuating in his own thoughts, 

God came in, and by ſtrength of 

hand rebaked his Fears, ſilenced his 

Objections, quieted his ſpirit, deter- 

mined 
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lcd the diſpute , and inſtructed 


him what courſe to take, which was 
not tO comply, but to believe, to ſtudy 
duty, and leave ſafety with God; 
fear not their fear, nor be afraid, 
[anitifie the Lord of Heſfts himſelf, 
&c. Power went forth with 5n- 
ffrattion, taught him what to de, 
and ' exablea him to do what it 
taught. Bleſſed be God, who hath 
an Hand to teach his people with, as 
well asa menuth, an Hand of power, 
as well as a mouth of inſtrucion : 
had it not been for this, the Propher 
himſelf had been certazoly carried 
down the torrent of that apoftacy, as 
well as others. 

And there is caxtion in this in- Caution 
ſtance as well as comfort, in reference 2gzinſt = 
tO oxr ſelves, and our Brethren, and _ Jug: 
that is, in caſe of furprize by ſome hee 
ſudden puſts of fear and temptation, and cur 
not r:ſhly to judge our ſelves, or / Iver, 
our Brethren, but wiſely and calmly 
to conſider, zt #0 other temptation x Cor. 
th: what is common to man, yea tO 10: 13s 
the beſt of men; fob, and David, 
and Jeremiah, and Habbakhak , 
and Peter, and here J1/aiab, were all 
nowpluſt, 
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Gal. 6, I: 


monMluſt, and Faggera for a time, and 


recovered only by a powerful word 
from Heaven; and therefore in ſuch 
caſes, it becomes Chriſtians to pity, 
rather then to inſt ; and to ſtudy 
to heal, rather then to rejeft 2 con- 
fidering themſelves leſt they alſo be 
tempted. This is the priyiledge of 
the Children of promiſe, ſtrength 
goeth out from the Covenant with 
inſtruttion, the Lord who commana- 
eth light to ſhine out of darkneſs, 
hath ſhined into our learts : q. a. 
God hath taughe us by ſuch a word, 
as that whereby he made the zyorld, 
a creating word, a word that giveth 
ſtrength as well as Counſe!. And this 


* teaching it is which the Prophet Da- 


vid ſo frequently importuneth in his 
prayers, P/. 119, 33. cum 35. Teach 
me O Lord the way of thy Statutes, 
wake me to GO in the paths of thy 
Commanaments , Pl. 143.10. Teach 
me to do thy will, mark that, not 
only teach me the way, but teach me 
#0 go; not only teach me_ my wil, 
but teach me to do thy will. Common 
teaching may teach an Hypocrite the 
47, but ſaving teaching only _ 
| El 
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eth the ſoul to go in that way : an un. 
regenerate man may know the wil 
of God, but he knoweth not, how 
tO dos that will. The joy of the Lord Nchem, 8 
in our ſtrength. This is the fourth 10 


| property. 


A fifth property; The Teachivgs ; Proper- 
of God are ſweet and pleaſant teach- ty, Smet. 
mngs. | Pal II9, IO2. T hou haft Pſal. I19« 
taught me, what followeth ? How 102. 
ſweet are thy words unto my taſte ? 
ſweeter then hony unto my month « 

He rolled the Word and Promiſes as 


1 Sugar under his tongue, and ſucked 


from thence more ſweetneſs then * 
Samſon did from his hony-comb. 
Luther (aid , he would not live in ,,,, vs, - - 
Paradiſe, if he muſt live withowt the griam in 
Ford 3 but with the word, faith inferno f4- 
he, I could live in He/ it ſelf, When 2 ef ww» 
Chriſt pats in his ceaching-hand by = Luthy 
the hole of the door to teach the ,,,, = 
heart, bis fingers drop ſweet ſmelling GC, . 
myrrhe upon the handles of the © 
Zock : The Teachings of Chriſt 
leave a ſweet remembrance of him- 
ſelf behind them, we will remem- 
ber thy Love more then wine, AS 
people when they are drank with 
wine 


Canr, 1.4» 
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filled with the Spirit, cannot but in- 
ſulr and triumph in the wonderful 
tbings which they taſte and fee in 
the Word. There cannot be but 
much /p;ritzal joy in divine Teach- 
ing, becauſe the Spirit doth accom- 
pany the Treths, and ſo erradiate 
them with his own beauty and glory, 
the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of Ged in the face of Chrift, 
that they do not only affe& , but 
raviſs the heart, Thy word #« pure, 


_ 115 therefore thy ſervant loverhit, The 


Swit $Crip- | | 
furg EF lency fitting upon the Word, and 


Delicie and that did happily e»/nare his Soul, 
me, Aug. Truth is bardexſom to unſound ſpirits, 
becauſe convincing; and they labour 


to extinguifh that life which diſtarb. 


- Rom. x.ys Eth their quiet, They bold the truth 
Kalsx,5y- in wmnrighteonſneſs, Gr. they ime 
= Fi priſon the Truth, and will not fuf- 
ae 1 8 fer it to do its effice; But ſaving 
unjuſtly rs Teaching is ſweee and delightful, 
withhold, becauſc it is ſuitable to the rexewed 
part , to which it comes in with freſh 
ſaccoars , to relieve and fortifie it 
againſt 


Correttion, Ps 


ſing and hollow, ſo thoſe that are | 


Prophet ſaw .a beam of divine excel- 
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againſt the aſſaults of oppoſite cor- 


ruption : I ſay, it 1s always ſweetin 
that reſpet, but never more ſweet 
then in affii#o , the bitterneſs of 
adverſity giving a more delicate rel- 
Iſh unto the ord, by healing the 
diſtempers of the ſpiritual palate s 


and then the Soul cryerh ouc wich 


Zeremy in the priſon, Thy words 
were ſound, and 1 did eat them, and 
thy Word was unto me the joy and 
the rejojcing of my heart, ferem, 
I5. IG. 

6, And laſtly, Divinve Teaching 
5 an abiding Teaching : The anoint- 
ing which ye bave received of him 
abideth in you ; 1 oh, 2. 27. No- 
tional knowledge , where it is no 


more, is flitting and inconſiſtent, and 
8 leaveth che Soul dubious and uncer- 


tain, Obſerve how the Apoſtle S. 
7ames expreſſeth it, ſpeaking of the 
meer notional hearer, He beholadeth 
himſelf , and goeth his way , and 
fraightway forgetteth what man be 
was : Obſerve , he doth not only 
forget what he heard, but he forgets 
What he was : The glaſs, whether 
Word or Afiittion , —_—_— ro 
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him his ors, ſhewed him his pride, } 
his covetenſneſs, the imparity of 
heart and life, &c. but he goeth away 
and- forgetteth what manner he was; 
he forgets the ord, he forgets the 
Rod, and what boch Wordand Rod 


diſcovered to him, together with the | 
reſolutions and promiſes made to] 

God in both. A'godly man may 

forget the Ford ( a gracious heart 

may have a bad memory) but he will 

not ſo eaſily forget him/clf, he doth 

not forget his fots, and that keeps]; 

him in continual work, to waſh and} 
PUR'G E himſelf from all filthineſs 

of fleſh and ſpirit ; Remembering 
Lam3:20 mine affiiiiion and my miſery, the 
wormWood and the gall: My Soul 
baththesSTILLIN REMEMs: 
BRANCE, and i hambled in me," 
T he donble-minded man is nuftable 
in all his ways, Humane Teaching 
© begets at beſt, but opjnjon, not faith; 
the Word implyeth one that is 45« 
ftrafted and divided in his thoughts, 
floating betwixt two contrary Opi- 
1015: There be notions contradiite 
3ng notions , and principles fighting 
againſt principles; and ſuch know; 
Ra. 
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| ledge is vet abiding knowledge : this 


aufixednueſs in principles produceth 
inability in praftice; if # man be 
donble-minded in his principles, he 
will be nnſtable in all his ways © 


none are ſo conſtant in the proteſfi- 
on of any truth, as they that are ful. 
ly convinced and aſ[z#red of it : none 
ſoftablein their converſation, as they 
that are rooted and ftablifred+ in 
the preſent Tyath ; Thisis the effet 
of Gods Teaching, it keeps the 
gudgment ſteady, and the heart 


I ſtable: 


Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy 
Statutes, and T will keep it unto the 
end : He dares promiſe Per/eve= 
rance , if God will undertake z- 
fraftion : and accordingly he made 


4. good his promiſe, upon this very 
J account; 7 have not departed from 


thy 7udgemeints, for thou haſt taught 
»e: Obſerve it; He doth not fay, 
I will keep thy Statutes , but he 
can ſay, and that many years after, 7 
have kept thy Statutes, Many will 
ſay in their affliction, 7 wil keep thy 
Statutes ;, promiſe fair, if God 


4 will but deliver them ; but how 


few 


\# 
\ 


Pſa119433 


| _ "few. can ſay with David, 7 have? 
kept , I have not departed from thy" 
7nadgments ! Of old time, ſaith God,z 
1 have broken thy yoke , and burſt} 
thy binas, and theu ſaidſt, | W 1 LE? 
Jer.2, 20. NOT tras/preſs ; when upon every: 
high hill, and wander every greet 
tree thou wanderiſt, playing the 
harlot, Good words in trouble, but; 
poor performance out of trouble ; 
no ſooner out of aflition, but they 
fall again to their old trade of /pirs- 
tual - Aanltery againſt God ; ng 
ſooner their old hearts and their old; 
temptations meet, but they cloſe, 
and embrace one another, they ſtars 
ted afiae like a broken bow, 1 , but 
David was taught of God, and 
therefore he is as careful to 114ke good 
bis vows, as tO make good vows ; Þ 
will pay thee my vows, which my 
Plal 66. Lips have attered , and my mont ; 
: bath ſpoken , when 1 was in tronblt; 
The after part of Davids life was 
much more ſevere and exatt the 
the former; 1 have not departed 
from thy Judgments, for thou Ba 1 
taught me. | s 
Theſe are the propercies of di: 
| .. VIO8 


vine Teachings : but leſt I ſhould Jay 
a ſnare before t &þlivd, and make the 
heart ;/ad which God would. not have 
3 vets ſad; I muſt of neceſlity lay in a 
7 - tew brief Cautions. | , 
6 When # 1. Inwardly, 2: ln _—_ 
=” weſay | 2 Clearly. rot 0 | 
.. God 1 3.Experimentally, {-co be 
- | reach- 5 4. Powerfully; #7 under- 
# eth. 5. Sweetly, ſtood ; 
: \ 6, Abidingly, 
- - Firſt, Asif God taught A/ ar firſ#, 1. God 
viz, either A Truth, or All of any; reachg rhe I 
truth + God doth not teach all this pp. '* 4 
Leſſons at the firſt; entrance into the. © ©» 
School of AfMiQion, atleaſt notuſu- 
ally, (for we dare not” limit God,) _ 4 
- Thefruit of AMiRion is notpather- 6 
>= ed preſently ; No chaſftenivg : for the 54A 
p- preſent ſeemeth joyous , but: grievous, Heb, 12.in 2 
* nevertheleſs afterwards it -jieldeth 
the peaceable frnits of | righteouf- 
meſs unto them which are exerciſed. 
thereby, Teaching is the fruit of af- 
fiction, and Fruit is'not-gathered - 
preſently, it muſt have a ripexjug: 
time; Andaherefore O thou'diſE3u+; 
raged Soul, ſay not God doth not 
[. teach thee ar al, if he do not teach 
| : thee 
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. thee all at once; The: entrance of thy 
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| 2Caution, 
| nor all a- 
g like, 


xJoh.2.12 


word giveth light, God letsin light 
by degrees , Uſually God teacheth his 
children, as we teach ours, ew a /ittle 
ard then a little; ſomewhat this week, 
and more »eat Week; ſomewhat by 
thi affiftien , and more by the »ext 
affliction, and more by a third, &c. 
It is not to be deſpiſed if God diſcover 
to the Soul the »ced of Divine Teach-= 
ing, and engage the heart in holy de- 
fires, and longings after it ; fo that 
the affli&ed Soul can ſay in ſincerity, 
Ay Soul breaketh for the longing that 
it hath unto thy judgements at all 
tomes. 3 

Secondly, When we ſay, that God 
teacheth whom he chaſteneth , and 


teacheth them thus and thus; it is F- 
not to be underſtood as if he taught * 


All alike ; God hath ſeveral Forms ' 
in the School of 4 lion, as well as 
inthe School of the z/ord; There be . 
Fathers for experience, young men 
for ſtrength, and babes for the truth 
and being of Grace. And therefore 
if God have not taught zhee ſo much: 
as azother, ſay not (here again) he- . 
hath not taught me at al; As one 
| Star 
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Star differeth from another in glory, 
ſo alſo is the School of Chriſt; .it is 1 
free grace thou art a Star, though 4A 
thou art not a Stay ef the firf or ſe- 2 
cond magnitude ;, that God hath let 
in ſome Divine light, though not [6 
mach light as another may poſſibly 
haye, that thon art in Gods School, 
though it may be nor'in the higheſt 
Form. In point of holy- emnlation 
we ſhould look at' the degrees of 
Grace ; but in point of thankfulneſs 
and comfort we ſhould look at the | 
truth and being of Grace. —Y 

Thirdly, When we-ſay, that God 3 Caution, 4 
reacheth powerfully and abidingly, it (oc ed 
is not to be under.'ood 2x if theſe ggh 38 4 
teachings aid pat the Soul into an im- the Soul 1 
mutable evenneſs of Spirit , or freed ivtoan | * 
it from all i»/zrrefions and diftur- wi. 4 
bances from oppoſite - corruption, *?'* 3 
ſuch a frame. of Soul is onely the pri- 
viledge of the glorified eftate, where- 
in we ſhall ſee God face to fare, and 
dwell in :mmatability it ſelf to all eter- 
nity ; Here the Church hath its fa!ls 
and its wains, David had his fnk- 
ings, and 7ob his impatient fits, 72 2 
have beard of the patience of Job, yet Tam, 5.11, 
; H2z: - and = 
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and of his impatiexce too; moved, the 
tanght of God may be, but not remo- 
ved; fall they may, but not fall away; 
fearfully, but not finally, terribly, 
but not totally. 
"up But theſe rhings are unſeperable tO 
; Wars Coyenant-Teaching. 

ble to di- Firſt, The Soul is thereby made 
vine cca- ſenſible of the leaſt tirrings and Whi- 
gebing- frerings of corruption , 1 find a law is 
px. Senſe of my members Wwarring againft the law 
: _ "ay ef my mind; Others have it, but they 
© _ donotnot fndeit, they are not /zx- 
ſible of the law in their members, &c. 
Th Secondly, They are exceedingly 
Lace dic. © iſpleaſed with the oppoſriton they finde 
pleaſed 7% their natures againſt theTeachingsof 
*wichthem- God, and do riſe up in indignation 
Helyes. againſt all that contradifion which 
b- is in the unregenerate part , in what 
kinde foeyver;, phy art thou. caft 
down, O my Soul ? and why art thou 
ſo diſquiet within me ? Is there cauſe 
for this deſpondency ? is this done like 
Aa David, like 4 man after Gods own 
heart ? Is this the frat of all the ex-_ 
periences of Gods Faithfulneſs and 
All-ſafficiency ? And ſo inother caſes 
doth the Soul chide down diſtempers, 
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and uncomly workings of Spirit; the 
Soul is full of diſplicency againſt it S. 
ſelf, ſs fooliſh was 7, and ignorant, Pl.73 4 
as a beaſt before thee, it cannot finde 5 
words-bad enough to give it ſelf. I 
Thirdly, And if that wijl not do, 3. They 
then they go to God in Prayer, and pray down 
ſpread their temprations before the Patty 
Lord. O my God, my Soul is caſt Pr. 46. 6 
down within me 3 Whenthey cannot 
lay the form, and ſtill the rempeſts 
by their own word, then (with the. 
Diſciples in the Ship) they go and 
' awaken Chriſt, and deſire him by his 
powerful word to rebuke them, that 
there may be a ca/m; They goand . 
pray ont their diftempers , and pray 
their hearts into a' better frame; as 4 
once it wasfaid of Luther, that when j-,, ;0, yg! 
he found diſtempers upon his Spirit, tut, quid © 
he would never give over praying; tall voluit, © 
he had pray d hs heart into that frame 
he pray d for. + | 4 
Fourthly, By virtue of the Teach* , Mains 
ings of God they are-enabled to main- tai 1 oppo! 
tain oppoſition againſt all that oppofi. ſition a="? 
tion which they tind in their own oy W- 
Spirits, As the Fleſh [nſteth againſt Gal, 5.29% 
the Spirit, ſo the Spirit luſteth againſs . 
H 3 the 


_—_—_— 


- -150 | Corret110%, 


Caro con- the Fleſh 1, e. the ſpiritual regene- 
£4Piſcic 4 rate part doth as natarally riſe up and 
werſis [Pi nake war againſt the Fleſh, and flefh- 
vitumſe non k : 
& /pirieus Ty motions, as the-Fleſh doth againſt 
aduerſus the Teachings of Ged inthe ſpiritual 
carnem f.i= part; Oppoſition is not maintain'd 
Hun ad only by precept and rules, and an ex- 
Fo trinſecal policy, but #atarally, and by 
F _ virtue of an inward az»tipathy, the 
Spirit Iufteth The ſpiritual oppoſi- 
tion is a8 ſuitable and agreeable to the 
weW Nature, as the ſinful oppoſition 
is to the o/d nature. Hence is the life 
of a !eliever call'd a wref ling, a war 
fare, Eph. 6.12 
And Fifthly , Not only ſo, but by 
the help = —_— Teaching the Soul 
ets ground of that fleſkly oppoſition, 
| C hevowith Nl er =. ," $4 emo 
Pi, 13.2, 1» the dey when I cryed, thou anſwer- 
|. edft me, and ftrengthenedſt me with 
Prength in my Soul, Prayer brought 
in God, and God brought in ftrength, 
whereby he got ground of his diſtem- 
pers; and though all was not done at 
firſt, yet bis comfort was, all ſhonjd 


will perfeft that which concerneth me ;, 
I am not perfe&, but I ſhall be per- 
, fefted 5 


[4 


be done in Goas time, Ver.8.TheLord © 


LE. 

- felled; He that hath begwn a vood © 
work , will perform 3t till the day of Phil. x 6, © 
Teſm Chriſt. %&. 

Sixthly, Though the Soul be not I 
always the ſame for. cemper and avg, 5 
yet it 5 always the ſame for pnrpoſe 
and deſign , Then ſhall 7 not be aſha- 
med, when I have reſpett unto all thy 
Commandments ; Though he could 
not keep all, he could reſpeft all the 
Commandments of God. My Sonl 4 
preſſeth hard after God, Crouds of P/al.6 3.86 
oppoſition intercepted and diſturbed F 
his ſweet and conſtant Communion 
with God ſometimes, But he brake 
through that croud by main frength 
tO recover Goas preſence again; y 
Soul preſſeth hard after thee, and NJ 
Paul is preſſing after perfeftijon when phil.z.1 2, 
he could not everrtake it. I 3 : 

Seventhly and laſtly, =n Soul 
hath not always (poſſibly) the ſame 
reliſh and taffe of divine traths and 
Ordinances, but it _ ſome eſts- 
mat ; it keeps up hiph appreciation 
thoughts of ſpiritual things, ano 
it cannot ye/;/6 them, yet even then 
it doth hyxger after them, 
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AMy Soul breaketh for the longings 
it hath unto thy Judgments AT ALL 
TIMES. And the promiſe iis made 
tO hunger, &c. | 

And yet even in reference to theſe 
diſpoſitions, which I call inſeparable 
concomitants to Saving Teaching, . 
mult adde this one Caution in cloſe © 
all, namely, 

That allowance be made in caſe of 
Deſertion, A child of God, for cau- 
ſes which here we cannot ſtand to 
mention, may be caſt into ſo deep a 
ſtate of de/ertion (for a time ) that 
he may (as she Apoſtle ſpeaks) for- 
get that he was purged from his old 
fins; A child of Light may walk. in 
Darkneſs. And though there be no 
ſuch de/iqninm gratie. no ſuch fyoon 
in the new-man, wherein both habits 
and as do ceaſe, yet they may be ſo 
Fupified by the impreſſions of the 
preſent Temptation, as the poor Soul 
ſhall be /e»b/e of neither, but re- 
duc'd as it were into ſuch a ſtate, as 
when Grace was but an embrio in the 
womb ; that ſpiritual life ſhall be 
rantum nou extinguit ; there may be 
life, but no ſenſe of that life, 

More 
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PE Inftruftion, | 153.” 
More jmight be added, but Iam 
ſenſible how this Diſcourſe ſwells be- 
yond the proportion I intended, and 
therefore muſt haſten. Thus much 
therefore for the ſecond thing pro- 
pounded in the Doctrinal part, the 
naturs and properties -f Divine Teach- 
517g. I come now to A 
The third thing proponnded, viz.to 3 Thins , 
enquire How affloftion lieth in order to i” _ 4 
Inſtruftion ? what teudency Chaſti/e- _ y Fi ot 
ment bath to promote the Teachings of divine 2 
Gedin the Soul? what afe God makes :erching, 
of Correftion to this end ? 
For it my poſſibly be demanded, Weſt. 
Might not God as well teach his peo- 
_ ple by Sz, 28 by affii&;on?> | 
He might, and aith; whence that Anpv. 
gloſs of Auguftin upon Row. 8, 25. 
of All things work together for good to, : 
- them that love Gid } even ſin it (elf 5 Ag. tian 3 
S andinas muchas heſiith, -'// chings, P5f0fum 


it isevident he excepteth »othing, that at's 
doth not co-operare for good to the 
Called according to Gods parpoſe ; All. 
things do work, bur all things do. not | 
work alike, Sm works for good , 
but it is by abſolute Omniporence, by 8 
pare Prerogative , for Sin is properly F 
| Hs5 - the 1 
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___-Correllion, 

g the Devils creatare, and inits own 
Mu ji. natural tendencie works meerly to de- 
pdicavit Fyyftion; n0 thank t0 Sin that any 
EDca , dc S Neb 
” 1: bene £99d comes of it ; God beats Satan 
Fricee With hisown weapons. But af {ifti- 
Equam nulla cn is an evil of Gods making, as Amos 
Emala per- 3.6, and hehath fo tempe 'd the na- 
pmiize7e., tureof it, and coth ſo ingredient it 
2 by his divine (11, that there is fome 
' fitneſs and d5/poſition in it to ſerve and 

promote his own gracious deſigns in 
the children of Promiſe, It is true, 
there is need of an arm of Omnipo« 
tence to make Chafti/ement to have a 
ſaving influence upon the heart, and 
ſo there doth alſo eyenin the zyord it 
ſelf, and divine Ordinances; they do 
not ſave ex opere operato, by anin- 
trinſecal virtue, or power of their own; 
but yet there is a paſſive fitneſs in 
them to ſerve Omnipotence for-di-" 
|; vineand fayingends; a fitneſs of 1n* 

F Heb.g.rs Sromentality ; as there is in a Saw 

* TheWors tocut, andin a Wedge tocleave, &c. 

of Go! is The Inſtrument can do nothing alone, 

| quick 2"d bur there is a fitneſs in it to ſerve 

9 aj » the hand ofthe work-man, And thus 

than a ts, inaproportion, with afflicrios ; 

* xwe-edyed It is true, there is not ſ0 zwmediare 
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Toftruttion, = I55 * 
and direct a tendency in the Rod, as 
there isin the zy/ord, to teach and in- 
Bruct the children of God, yet there 
| is in Chaftiſement a ſubſerviency to 
| prepare the- heart of man, and to put 

it into a better diſpoſition to cloſe 

with divine Teaching, then naturally 

it is capable of, The hot Furnace is 

Chriſts work-houſe , the moſt excel- 

dent Veſſels of Honour are formed 

- therein, Javnaſeh, Panl, the Jaylor, 

were all choſen in this Firez as God 

faith, 7 have choſen thee in the Far- 
mace of affliction, Iſai. 48. 10. Grace 

works ina powerful , yetin a moral 

way, God ſpeaks when we are moſt 

apt to hear3 congrwonfly yet forcibly, 

by a fit accommodation of circum- 

. FMances, which you may diſcover in 
s 1 theſe For Particulars. | 
if Firſt, - By Correction God taketh The train 
down tbe pride of mans heart 3 there of coirc-! 
{ isnota greater obſtruQion to ſaving &ion in 3 
| knowledge thanPride and /elf- opinion, o_ bs 
: . . 6 1Vinc tcan 
| whereby maneither chinks he &wow- jv? 
eth enough, or, that not wort" the x1: raked 
learning which God tcacheth , there- down prie 
fore it is proclaimed before theWord,, of ieavtyn 
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Correction, 
for the Lord hath ſpoken, Jer. 13.15. 
3 In divine matters, as well as humane, 
'Fr 13.15 021) by Pride cometh contention. It is 
| Pride which raiſerh ( bjections againſt 
the Word, and diſputerh the come 
mands when it- ſhould obey ' them, 
The proud men in Feremiah , when 
they could e/zde the the Meſſage of 
God by his ”rophet nolonger, do,at 
length /;fen into down right Rebel- 
liow. Firſt, they /bift, T hon ſpeakeſt 
Pp falſly, &c. and then they reſelve, As 
1 write 2, for the Werd thou haſt ſpoken to us in 
| Cap.44.16 te Name of the Lord,- we will not 
3 . bheark:uunto thee, &c, q.4d. beit Ba- 
rxch, or be it God, we will have none 
of it : bat we will certainly do whats 
ſeever goeth forth our own month, &C, 
Such a Maſter-piece of obdaration is 
the heart of man, that it ſtands like 
a AMeuntain before the Word , and 
cannot be moved, till God come 
with his Inſtruments of affliction, and 
digging down thoſe Mountains (as 
tt is proclaimed before tte Goſpel, 
Lk. 3.5.) caſteth them in a /evel, 
&: and then God may ſtand, as it were, 
-- -' upon even ground, and talk with man. 
= Ihis pride of heart /peakerb /oxd in 


| Jer. 43, 2. 
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the wicked, and whiſpereth too au- 
dibly even in the godly ; it isa folly 
bound up even in the hearts of Gods 
childres, till the Rod of CorreAion” 
driveth it out ; and the ſtomach 
broken, the poor bleeding wretch 
cry out, Lord, what Wilt thou have 
me todo? | 
Secondly, Af?ii.iion i Gods forge 2 It ſolt- 
wherein he ſoftens the iron heart : <nerh the 
There is no dealing with the Jron Pa" 
while it remaineth in its own native 
coldneſs and hardxeſs, put it into the | 
fire, make it red-hot there, and you . 
may ſtam> upon it apy figare or im- 4 
preſſion you pleaſe : God maketh my. Joy 23.16; | 
heart oft, ſaith 7ob : melted veſlels 4 
are impreſſive to any form. So it is 
with the heart of man; naturally it is 
colder and harder then the northern 
iron ; and thit native indaration is 
much increas*d by proſperity, and the 
patience of God towards ſinners : the 
iron ſinew ; will rather break then 
bend : Tt is the hot furnace only 
which can make it operable and im- 
| preſſive to Gods Counſels : which 
courſe therefore +. od reſolveth on , 
| 1Wil melt them and try them, fer. 9.7; ; 
an 
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and ſometimes God is forted- to 
make the furnace ſeven times hotter, 
to work out that droſs which renders 


. men ſo »»formabl: to the Miftiſtty:of 


Pſa.65.10. 


3. It-ma- 
* keth man 
attentive 
ro God, 


Job 33.14 


the Word, while God ſenfr his Pro- 
phets, riſing up early , and ſeniing 
them; and yet they will not encline 
their ear, but harden. their” echt 
againſt divine Inſtruion, ©, 
When the earrhly heart of a man is 
ſo dryed and hardened by along (un- 
ſoine of proſperity , that the plough 
of the ſpiritual Husbandman cannot 
enter, God doth ſoften it with fhowres 
of adverſity, maketliit capable of the 
smmortal ſeed; and Bleſſeth the ſpring- 
5ng thereof: The ſeed fallech npon 
ſony grouzd, till God turn. the fone 
into an heart of £-/5. "EY 
Thirdly, By Chaſtifement wan 3 
made more attentive -wuto"God'; In 
proſperity the world-nakes ſuch a 
20;ſe in a mans ears, that God cannot 
be heard, He ſpeaks indeed onte and 
tWice, again and again, very often, 
Jet man everioey it net, he.is 10 
bufie in the croud of worldly affairs, 
that God is or heed:d. JTnthe odly 
themſelves there is muth wnſerted- 
.. meſs 


Sn 


* 1n his hand, and then the Father can 


th Inflraiiion dy his Spirit, 
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{s and gidadineſs of mind.; naturally 
our thoughts are vaiz and ſcattered, 
the Spirit ſlippery and incon/iflant'; 
which is a great impediment to our 
clear and full comprehentions of Spi- 
ritual chings : And'therefore! God is 
forc'd ro deal with'man as'a Father _ 
with his Chiid playing in the Market» _ 
plice, and will not hear or mind his 
Fathers call, he comes and takes him 
out of the noiſe of the tumult, car- 
ries him into his Counting-houſe', 
layes him upon his kxee wich tlie rod 


Fd 


be beard: So doth God, I fay, with "i 
his children'; He openeth their ears, yew ce” - 2 
Heb. He wncovereth their ears, which © 
the World had ſtopped, and then'#- 
ftraftion will enter. When feab would 
not come to Abſalom, he ſets his 
Field on fire, 2 Sam. 14. 30. And 
thus after negleRts God brings us to 
treat with him by aff/i#ioz + God 
ſaith as it were, Come, let #4 reaſon 
together , and the Soul eccho's back 
again, Speak Lord for thy Servant 
heareth : and when the Soul is thus 
filent nnto God, He cometh and ſea?* 


Fourthly, 
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" 2160 Correftion, 
Fa Afligi- Fourthly, and laſt'y, 4f/iQion is + 
pon 15 21 ,y exe-ſalve, whereby God openeth 
Rue” ſalv. the eye of the Soul to ſee the need and 
; excellency of divine Teaching, by 
the diſcovery of its own brutiſh ;g,0= 
rance of God, and of his ways, under 
all divine Adminiftrations, as Ephra: 
im once bemoaned himſelf to the 
Lord, I have been as a Bullock unace 
F cnſtomed to the Yoke : the Prophet 
| Pſa.73,22 David will Engliſhit, So fooliſo Was 
; 1, and ignorant, and like a Beaſt be- 
fore thee 5 And by means of thig diſco« 
very God draws out the heart into. - 
hamble < holy ſupplication for Divine 
Teaching That which I ſee not, teach 
thou me; and it 1 have done iniquity, 1 
will do no more * When or how come- 
eth the Sinner thus to pur in for in- 
ſtruction ? why, Ver. 31. 1 have born 
chaſtiſement : Correfion diſcovered 
the need of 7»ſtrauftion, That which I © 
fee not, teach thon me 5 And thus E- 
phraim, T hou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I 
was chaſtiſed, but blows alone will not 
do it : thereforeit follows, Tar» thou 
me, and I ſhall be tarned, though Chas 
fiſement alone could not turn Ephras 
ir, yetit made bim ſee an abſolute 
neceflity | 
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1 Jo. 34-32 
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neceſcity of Divine power to his cox- 
verſon , leſs than Omnipotence would 
not" ſerve the t#r. | 
And when God hath brought the 
heart once into this frame, /c, to ſee, 
and be affeted with: the ſenſe of its 
own ignorance & impotency, and to 
lie in the duſt at Gods feet , humbly 
importuning an effeftual teaching 
from Heaven, if God ſhould with- 
hold it, he ſhould fail not his promiſe 
only, but his own counſel and projet ; 
in reference to which God cannot le ;, 
but when he hath prepared the heart to 


oh prey, He will canſe hu ear to hear, 


When God hath engaged the heart in 
holy deſires of ſaving Inſtruction. it is 
- not Mercy only in God, but faith: 


| /#l»:/5, to ſatisfy the defire of his 


own Creation : Good and U P- 
RIGHT #z- the Lord, nd there. 
fere he will teach Sinners in the way. 

Thus -much for the third Parti- 
cular thing propounded for the 0+ 
pening of the DoErine © T come now 
to | 


Grounds and Demonſtrations of the, 


Point, Of which in a few —_— 


an 


PlarIcy 17 


Pla. 25.8, 


The Fonrth and ſlaſt, /c. The Grounds : 


or Dcmon®s 4 
ſtracions of 7 
the polmte.. 
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762 Correllion, 


3 5. Tix and then I ſhall come to the Uſe and 
| eſtos Application. 
- whichGod 7; muſt needs be a bleſſed thing 


reacherh 


—_— © ma. when Correfion and IniruRion 


ny Bleſs meet, if we conſider , 


| edncfles; Firſt, The Lefſons themſelves 


which God teacheth- his Ephraims 
in the School of affliiiom: ex. gra, 
Is ic not a bleſſed thing to be caught 


. Pſ.41-3,2 how to compaſſionate them that are 


in a ſuffering condition? yea , faith | 
the Pſalmiſt, Bleſſed 3s he that con. 
fidereth the poor, the Lord will deli- 
ver him in time of tronble, the 
Lord will preſerve him, and keep + 
him alive, and he fhall be blefſed ap- 
on earth, &c, he i bleſſed, and he 
forall be bleſſed, not in heaven onely / 
Gut upon earth alſo, and that with 
Ver, 2.3; a multiplyed bleſſing : ſee a troop 
| follows: Thou wilt not deliver him 
auto the will of his enemies; the 
Lord will ſtrengthen him- upon the 
bed of bis languiſhing, thou wilt . 
make all his bed in bis fickneſs: © 
oh the blefſedneſs of a compaſſionate 
heart towards afflited ones t How 
eafte maſt that bed be which God ma* 
keth? And, 2ly, is it not a blef- 
ſed 


Ls 6 


F. -, = "ov % ,» © WP bw 5 OO 


| Infiruftion. 


J ſed thing to know how to value onr 


earthly comforts without doating 
#pon them? to be thankful and yer 


J not to ſurfeit ? b/efſed is he that fea- 


reth always, 1. e. that feareth a ſnare 
in all his earthly contentments'; 


And, 3ly, if it bea bleffedneſs to be. 


conformed to Jeſus Chriſt , then 
ſurely ſelf-4enal is a leſſon which 


will be my diſciple, let him deny him= 


| [elf and follow me, faith our Saviour 


Matth. 16, 24. And, 4qly, Bleſſed 


Wl are the poor in Spirit, for theirs us 


© the Kingdom of heaven, and bleſſed 


are the meek for they ſhall inherit 
the earth; if heaven and earth can 
make one bleſſed, then Humility is a 
bleſſed Lefſon, And ſo it is, 5ly, 
To have our hearts diſcovered to 
oxr ſelves, corruption is matter of 
humiliation , but fght and ſenſe of 
correption is matter of comfort and 
rejoycing , it isa miſerable thing in- 
deed to be poor and not to /ee ones po- 
verty, Thox ſazdft thon art rich, but 


BE will make one bleſſed; 7f avy man Mar.s-3,5 


knoweft not that thou art poor and mi- *V-3 17+ 


ſerable , but h:ppy is that man to 

whom the Lord firſt diſcoyers the hid- 

on den 
4 


—_—___ 


CorretFlon, 


den corruption of his heart, and then: 

3 teacheth him co mourn over it; bleſſ= * 

1 'M =Þ 54. ed are they that mourn for they foal be 1 
- Ccomforted.6ly, A man isnever ina hap- 

. Piercondition, then when his heart is | 

in a praying frame it is a mercy wich & 

a. note of obſervation ; Behold he .* 

AQs 9.11, prayes; a manis never miſerable but +» 

when he cannot pray, And, 7ly, what? 

think ye of the word? furely he isa * 
bleſſed man that by afliQion is 

brought acquainted with his 33b/e 

which is nothing elſe but a treaſury Y} 

and Magazeen of bleſſings, bleſſed ® 

is the man whom thou chaſtiſeſt, O. *: 

Lord , aud teacheſ him ont of thy  -! 

Law, it is your text, and the firit 

Pfalm is your comment, Hz delight # 

# in the Law of the Lord, andin his 

Law doth he meditate day and night, Ny 

ver, 2, And bleſſed are they whom the # 

Lord teachtth to clear ont their evidey- _ 
 - ces for heaven, to give all ailigence to 
2Per.1.1o, Make their calling and elettion ſure, for 

II, ſo an abundant entrauce ſhall be admi» \ * 

niſtred unto them into the everlaſting © 

Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 

7eſus Chrift ,, when others ſhall but. *; 

creep tO heaven as it were upon all 4? 

four, =. 
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- . "&f four,they ſhall 754+ as in a triumphant 
1 charet into the gates of the New 7e- 
ſ- E ro/alem. gly, Bleſſed are they, 
' Y bo weep over their grirtvings of 
”” BR Gods Spirir, for God ſhall wipe off 
5 Þ thoſe tears from their eyes; and He 
will comfort them whom they have 
AB gricved. And, 16ly, what is the 
Co) Bf B1L(:dnc(s of heaven it ſelf, but Com- 
Y munion with God / 11ly, The ex- 
'Werciſe of Grace. 1aly, The Life 
4  Wof Faith 131y, Truſt in God that- 
* SW 4i/es the dead, ard calls things which 
/ (are ot 4s though they were, 14ly, 
Ra clearer diſcovery of [Gods Excellen- 
a ies z what are theſe but heaven 
4 degun on this ſide heaven, glory Jha 7.3; 


, .Fntidated ! This 4 hfe eternal to 
+ W&-ow thee, our Saviour faith nor, 


& t ſhall belife eternall, but 5: xx; eter- 
* Wall life is begun already where cheſe 
hings be. In the fifteenth, and ſix- 
eenth place, to be taught the Duties 
and Priviledges of a ſuffering con- 
Uition, z5 a bleſſed Teaching, for 
- Wereby the ſoul is enabled to taſte 
; Fund ſee what is good and ſweet in 
Wevery affliction, and is ſet above all 
bat which is grievous and oh 
- adiC 
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166 Correftion, © E- 


' -Luk, 10. able to Nature ; for thi canſe.. 

” we faint not, &c, 17ly , The | 
unam neceſſarium , the - one onely 
thing neceſſary , mult neceſlarily be! 
a bleſſed thing , Ic is, ſaith our fa-. 
viour, the better part which ſhall {| 
not be taken away. 18ly, The Art 
of Time-Redemption , is. a blefl- 
ing, not leſs then an evidence of 
Soul-Redemption , if ye "compare 
the firſt Epiſtle of Peter, Chap. t. 
verſ. 17. and 18. together, 19ly, Ak. 
Saint Par, and be will tell you, that 
the knowledge of the ſufferings of' 


73#N - Cunt 4 


_ 


ſecond 
\ 


on » * 0, fas 


Jeſus Chriſt is an excelent knowledee, i} | 

in compariſon © of which all other F 

things are /o/s avd dung, Phil. 3, 

8,9, 10, And laſtly, To /ong for Hea-M 1 

ven, is the very firſt fruits of Heaven, @ . 

the evidence and ſeal of our conjuralÞ t 

CONTRACT with Jeſus Chriſt, W t 

Rev. 22. The Spirit aud the BRIDE /ay,Y 9 

Eos Come Lord 7eſ#s, Behold Chriſtians, » 

rud;. © be taught of God when chaſtiſed © + 

tur ad be. by him, isa Bleſſedneſs compounded Y Z 

rtudinen, .of twenty ſeveral precious ingredi« I} #/ 
Greg, ents; Atleaſt if ye will take in, h 

Moral. The Nature and properties of di- 

pine Teaching ; which may make a fr 
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3 Infiruftion.” — 
* = - (1. Inwardly, = Demang., * 
e }f ſecond Demon- | 2, Clearly. The Pro- # 
7 © firation ; that + 3,Experimentally, <bews of” 
e © is co ſay, tobe} 4. Powerfully, 7... 
- Þ caught all cheſe, | 5. Sweetly, make up”. 
i C6, Abidingly, real bleg- 5 
't  edaels, 


[- This muſt needs be a bleſſed tea- - 
»f I ching; ir being a Teaching which 

re © doth poſſeſs che Soul of the excellen- 

.& cies which it diſcovereth, Docrinal 
k © and notional knowledgeis a bleſſing : 
a'© Bleſſed ( faith Chriſt to his Hearers } 
of are your eyes, for they ſee, and your 
0; Ml cars, for they hear ; 1, but it is but an 
er {| occaſional, preparatory blefledneſs, 
3+ Y bieſſedneſs in the offer and opporta- 
4Y »it;y; Oh but to be taught zhe/# 
», 8 Leſons with theſe qualifications ; 
al JJ to be taught as the 1rath 7« in Feſmes , 2, Cor. 3: 
|, Y to be taught into rhe nature and image laſt, 
1, of the truth; to be taught into the 

s,Þ toſſeſſion of divine excellexcies ;, this 

ed Bl 4s bleſſedneſs indeed 3 bleſſedneſs i» 

ed Y Being 5 full , perfeft , fraitional 3 Demonſt, 
li» & leſedne/s. They are 


Mat.1916 2 


A third Demonſtration. _ = 
j-_ 4 Teaching Chaſtiſement 7 the g;opuithe 


Chaſtiſe- 
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| 168 CorreA10n, 


> Chaſtiſements ( fimply conſidered in 
themſelves ) lie in common to all the 
ſons and daughters of Adam ſince 
the Fall, che fruit of that firff apo- 
ftacy, as well as of atual-and perſo- 
»al departures from God; yea and 
deliverance alſo, lieth in common : 
Providence diſpenſeth Deliverance 
to the worſt of men 2 The 106 
Pſalm isa Pſalm of Promiſes, made 
.to the Church, but the next P/alm,] 
the 107, is a P/alm of Providential 
Difpenſations to the World ;, and 
there, as you find afi;#on, ſo you 
may find deliverance alſo. out. o 
thoſe affliftions, to: be the portion 
of wicked men, Rebels, Verl, 11, 
and Fools, Verſ. 19, 20. (5. e. wickel 
fools, Solomons fools all along the 
Proverbs, ) Seamen, Verlſ. 23, (fot 
the moſt part, vor the moſ# religion 
order in the world, ) all theſe arc 
delivered out of their troubles ; The 
worſt of men, I ſay, ſhare inthis fruit 
of Gods Providential Goodneſs, Dez 
liverance , but a reaching-ſanttified 
affliction Is the privy ſeal of fhecia 

Pſs, 89.33 fove, My LOViNG KINDNPsS 

Wit 7 not take from him :; whon 


th 


wo, © 


Inſtr nftion. 


169 


the Lord LOV ET nu bhe chaſteneth , 
thac is to ſay, with a teaching 
chaſtiſement : when Word ard Rod 
meet together, when Correttion and 
Iuſtruftion kiſs each o:her, they are 


' the fruir of paternal affetion, ard 
therefore muſt needs have a bleſſing 


bound up in them. As a mancha- 


fteneth his ſon, ſo the Lord chaſten- 


«th thee. 


Fourthly, A Teaching CorreQi- #: Demonſt, 
on # 4 branch of the Covenant of \, ,,., oe | 
Grace, which God hath. made in ;he Cove- 


Chriſt for the Children of Promiſe , 
AK thy children ſhall be taught of 
God : They ſhall all know me from 
the leaſt of them to the greateſt : by 
yertue of Divine 7 eaching- 4 flifti- 
0n is adopted 4 brauch in the Co- 


venant of Grace. That. 89 P/alm 
"is a Song of the New Covenant; [ 


will ſing of the mercies of the Lord, 
Verſ. 1, what mercies ? not pro- 
vidence .mercies. only , but promiſe 
mercies, Covenant mercies; Verl. z. 
1 have made a Covenant with my 


' choſen : And amongſt the reſt of 


the branches of the Covenant you 


ſhall find the 704 and the. whip have 


- their 


tlcb. s2 6. * 


FJ 


© 19 


- 


nant of 
(3race. ; 
[(:.54 13» 3 
Jer. 31.33» 4 


. = 


- Correltion, 


cheir place, Verl. 30, 31, 32, If his 
children forfake my Law, and walk 
not in my judgements, 8&c. Then. 


will 7 vifit their Tranſgreſſion with 


' the rod, and their iniquity with 


| Deur, 11; 


fripes , Behold rod and ſtripes ſtand- 
ing here, not upon Mount Ebal, 
the Mount of cxr/es, as branches of 
a Covenant of Works, but upon 
Mount Gerizim , the Mount of } 

Bleſſings, as branches. of the Cove- | 
#ant of Grace, AfﬀiQion is not ſo 
much threatned as promiſed to Chriſts 


ſeed , My Covenant will 1 not break,, 


Verſ. 34. When God ſeems even 
to break the boxes and hearts of his 
People, by ſore and heavy frokes of 
correQion, yet he doth not break hu 
Covenant, My Covenant will 7 not 
break, it is in order to the Cove- 


ant when God chafti/eth his chil- 


dren , and i»/firuits them by his 
chaſtiſements, Afflition ſeparated 
from inſtruction is pare wrath, a 
blaſt from Aſonnt Ebal, Dent. 28. 
but by a matrimonial Covenant thoſe 
two Scriptures [ P/al. 89. 32 7wil 


"viſit, &c. and I/a., 54. 13. 1 will 


reach, | are married together D and 
made. 


*- _— 


© #fd then they are pare grace. The 


% wn, 2 ww © Wn WW an FU, ew FU. © 


PEI Py 8 4 a. t 
g 2 FA wa # #23 - o «4 x . "TY 0 - 
Wo A. £266 CES "us T3929 - a Ear? \ NY 5 ” 
\ —_— 


Inftruftion.. 171 
made'one ſpirit, ( as in my Tet) 


Covenant is the Magna Charta of 
Heaven, and contains a liſt of what- 
ever God the Father hath pxrpoſed, 
God the Son hath rarchaſed, Ul God + 
the Holy Ghef doth aiply to the 
Heirs of promiſe, : he breaſis of the 
$ Covetiant run nothing bur the 17i/ 
of 'fpiritual bleſling. tothe children 
of 20d, þ 
_  Fifthly, A Teathivg afMiRion & 5 D.mo- ft : 
the purchaſe of Thriftr death and mo —_ | 
'bloodſhed : Chrift * di-d" not to EX - So 
empt: his redremed* from: ſuflerep, Dearks 
but to {an7ife their fer wich | 
his own blood ; 7 pray »ot *; hier ah thong Joh.17.15 
flouldft take thens owt of the world, * 
but that thow nhty aft keep them from 
the evil : ever Chrift- pur- 
chas'd, the ray for;-and 7his was 
one 'maih rivilehts; net freedotn 
from the evil of g* -jEtGon, but from 
the evil of fin; « Sarltsfie th:m with 
thy Truth, Verſ. kr Gous Teachings 
'are ſantlify;n 4 Teachings; San?ifie 
them With thy T2 4th; "thy Word ts 
Truth 'Chrifts blood parchas'd n6- 
thing but bleſfings. - 

I 2 Sixthly, 


hm 
rn am 


a Correllion, 


” 6.Þemoaſt. Sixthly, and laſtly, A Teaching- 

ic is the affliction # the reſnlt of all the Offices 
| wy —_ . of Feſma Chriſt: As a King be chaſtens; 
” Offices, 85 a Prophet heteacheth, and as a 

PricF he hath purchas'd this grace of 

his Father, that the Red might bloſſom; 

that Corre(t;on might be conſecrated 

for 1ufra&ion unto the redeemed; 

Bebold, a ſanRified afiRion is a cup | 

whereinto Jeſus Chriſt hath wrung 

and preſt the juice and vercue of all 

his AMedtatory Offices , furely that 

muſt be a cup of generous and. royal 

wine, like has in the Supper, a Cup 
of bleſſing to the people ot God. _ 
And thus I have finiſhed the fourth 
particular propounded for the clear- 
ing and confirming of the DoRrine, 
[c. the Grounds and: Demonſtration; 
of the point , and wiza it. the whole 
Do&rinal part of this great and blef- 
ſed Truth, . namely, That it zs « bleſ- 
ſed thing when CORRECTION ard 

ISSTRUCTION, WORD and 
ROD go together. , +. 
, I come now. to the Uſe, forthe 

Th improvement of the point. , Andic 
. may ſerve for: \ Information. 
Exhortation, 4, 

, Firſt, 
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teachable and wntratable; thou haſt 


— Inflration. 173 | 
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- Firſt, For I»formation, and that in | 

theſe particulars. ' * g 


: Firſt',''If | they only be bleſſed amition 
whom God chaſteneth and teach- alone CaN-. I 
eth ; thes Afﬀiction alone is not e- nt evi® = = 
vough to evidence 4 man to be an happy —_ ob. 
mas; no man is therefore bleſſed yicg.g, 
becauſe he is chaſtned; blows alone 
are not" enough, either ro evizce or 
to effet a'ftare of bleſſedneſs, The J 
haſt chaſtiſed mie, and I was chaſtiſed, j.c,.1.1g - 
cryeth repenting Ephraim ; q. 4d, . = 
I have had blows enough, if blows 
would ' have' done me good, nay, 
but'urider all che ſtrokes and ſmitings 
of thy difpteaſure, I have: been as 4 
bullich nnaccnftomed to the yoke ; nns- 


drawn one way, and I have drawn 
another, thou haſt pull'd' forward;; 
and I have pull'd backward, all thy 
chaſtiſements: have left. me as they 
found” me-, -brxti/9 and 'rebeBioms : 
Surely blows only may break the 
zeck ſooner then the theare + They 
are in themſelves the fraie of divine 
wrath a' branch of the carſe', and: 
therefore\cannot poſſibly. of « chens-- 
felvei make” the eaſt- argument of 
33g] 3745 I 3 Gea's 
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On Corre110s, 


Gods. love to the Sonl. , Baſtards 


have blows as well as Chilgren, and- 


Fools beeanſe: of, their tran{grefſion 


ave affiified. And: yetit:is very fad; 
to conlider, that-this is the.beſt evi-.. 


dence that the moſt of men have for, 


Heaven ; becauſe they /wffer i» this. 
world, they think they ſhall be; freed: 
from ſ»fferings in 4he.; #orld to: 


come ; and: becauſe they,have an hef. 
here, they hope they. ſhall eſcape! 
Hell hereafter, they hope they ſhall 

not have tws bells : yes poor deluded. 
Soul, thou »2ayft-have rwo Hells, and. 
uf have two Hells without better! 
evidence for Heaven :; Cam had:twao; 
Hells, and Fadas had two. tells, and; 
millions of reprobate menand- wotnen: 
have two Hells; one of this /5fe, ith 
For ments of body Ty and; horyor--of: 
conſcience 5 and- aharher- of the] bfe: 
ro come, in: unquenchable. fire1; and 
ſo I fay ſhalt thou, nnleſs. thou ger 
better evidence for Heaven, then the 
preſent -i/ery which is upon thee :- 
the plagues and evils which are upon 
thee, may be.\bit: the: beginnings. of 
ſorrows ; pain now :m the body; may! 
be but.. a forermnvey of: tarments 
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| Þ hereafter in thy Fox/ 3 thou” mayſt 
- | have a pri/ox on Earth, and a dax- 
geow in Hell, thay mayſt now want 
a cram of bread, and hereafter a drop 
of water ; thou -mayſt now be the | 
reproach of men, and hereafter the 1Iſ2. 66.24; * 
© [corn of men and Angels, and of Prov.1.24. 
| God himſelf, And therefore be wiſe 
to Salvation, by working it out with. P-il. 2 123 
fear and trembling , and giving all 
diligence , make your Calling and 2c 1 10, 
Eleftion ſure. God forbid thit a man 
ſhould take that for his/ecarity from. 
Hell, which may be but the pre/iba- 
tions of Hell, the pledge and aggra- 
vation of endleſs miſery. | 
Why, bat doth not the Scripture 0%. 
ſay, whom the Lord loves be char 
exeth , and ſcourgeth every ſon Hcb.12 6, 
whom he receiveth? And - again, 1 
As many as 1 love, I rebuke and: Rev. 3.19. * 
chaften ? oe | 
Yes : but mark I beſeech you; 41/». 
though the Scripture ſaith, 1 hows 
the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, -it. 
doth not ſay, Whomſoever the Lord 
chafteneth he loveth : Though it ſaith, 
He ſconrgeth every ſow Whom: he: 
recezveth, it doth not fay, Whoms 
I 4 ſoever: 
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Corre1ion, 


ſoever he ſconrgeth he recesveth him 

a 4 ſon: Chrift ſaith, As many as 

1lowe, 1rebuke and chaſten , but he 
faith not, As many as I rebuke and 

chaften, I love, Theſe Scriptures 

snclude-children, but they do not ex- 

clude baftards: they tye chaFening 
to ſonſbip, but not ſonſtip to chaſten- 

3”g; the ſons are chaſtened, but all 

the chaſftened are not- ( therefore ) | 
ſons: the beloved are rebuked, bur 

all that are reh»ked are not ( conſe- 

quently ) beloved. 

But thar place in ob 5. 19. ſeems 
to fay.as much, Behold, happy # the 
24an whem God correfteth, 

' Itistrae ; - but' ove Scripture mat 
mnterpret another 3 David muſt ex- 
pound Eliphaz : Happy is the man 
whom God correfiteth, 5. e. when in. 
Bruttion goeth along with correfiion, 
when chaſtiſement and teaching ac- 
company one another , Bleſſed xs the 
wan whom thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, 
and teacheff him out of thy Law. 
The Scripture doth not uſuz3lly give 
things their »ames, but when: they 
are made up of all their. integrals, 

Pro.18.22: ##ho ſo findeth a wife, findeth a:good: 
thing, 


HH— 


Tnſtruftion, 


thing, and obtaineth favenr of the 
Zord; 5. e. a. wife made up of Scrip« 
tare qualifications ,, O'herwiſe a man 
may, and many mendo, find a plage 
in a wife, and hath her from the Lord 
in wrath; and not in /ove: Every 
married woman is nota wife; a bad 
woman 'is bur the Satdow of a wife ; 
And fo here inthis cafe, cc. 

Indeed chaſtening and afMiRton is 
an opportunity of mercy, a may-be to 
bappineſs, but not (gy) an evi- 
dence of happineſs; lay no more upon 
it chen it will bear it is an oppor- 
tunity, improve it , It is no more, do 
noteraſt it,” | þ. 


- Secondly, This DoQtine informs 2 Branch f ; 
us thus much, /c, that as affition nfo", 


ſimply. conſidered; is wot enough to 
make or evidence 4 man to'be havpy, 


ſo-neicher 4 1'T /afficient to conclude miſcrablce 


a 'man to bt miſerable ; No man'is 
therefore: miſerable, becauſe affiifted. 
It: my; prove”'a: redching affiiftion, 
andicHhen he'i1s%appy, And yet this 
4s another miſt3ke among men ;; 

11:ts {: It reference to-others. 
'And that. <y/2.-In veference” to our 
S \*; D .Ffelves;: == 

Is 
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F278 _Corretlion, 
1. In reference to others; People 

are very prone t judge them 
wretched whom they lee afflifted: 
ic. was the w5/erable- miſtake of Fobs 
friends ro conclude H I M miſerable, 

cauſe /mitten ; curſed , becauſe 
ehaſtened. _- —- 19 
. - 2,-In reference-to our ſelves; it 

is a mercileſs miſtake, ſometimes 

even of Gods own children, to fic 

down under affliction, eſpecially if 

fore and of long cominuance, and 
conclude, God doth not love them, 

becauſe he doth. corret# theme. It 

ſeems to. be the very caſe of the be 

lieving Hebrews ; they judged theme 

Heb. 12. ſelves owt of Gods favour, becauſe 
under Gods fnowns ; not at all beloved, 

becauſe. /o. greatlh afftifted ; nnder 

many and. fore perſecations, a$.you 
may fee, Chap, 10. 32,433, 34:And 
therefore it is' thar apon whith.che 

Apofile ( after he prefented them 

with a large catalogue and lift of the 
primitive Martyrs before Chriſt,.;in 
the. eleventh Chapter } .heftows the 
twelve firſt .yerſes of the. twelfth 
Chapter, /c. to prove by rea/os 
drawn from nagre, and th" 
of . caxen 
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taken out of Scripture ; ( the firſt 

whereof is that unparallel'd and aſto- 

niſhing inſtance of Jeſus Chriſt, the 1 
firft born, the * Son of Goas loves and * num bas | 
delights, ) I ſay, to eſtabliſh t''is as fit Deus- f 
& a Concluſion of unqueitionale werity, —_ 3 
namely, That Gods LOVE end Gods: 1ullum ſrae- 4 
ROU may ſtand together The truth: f-gello, 
is, my Brechren, there is nothing can . 
make a man miſerable but fn; Itis  -_ 
ſin chat poyſons our affli&ions, The: 1 Cor. 15+. | 
ſting of death «s fin-: and ſo we may 56+ 
fay of all other evils, which militate 
under Death is Souldiers under their 
General, The ſting of fiekneſs is 
fin, and the iting of pewerty is (in, 
and che fting- of tn:ri/oument and 

i baniſhment is lin : & fic in tat. 

'& Take che ſting out, ( which is parr* 
chaſed by the blood of Chrift, and 
evidenced by Davine Teaching ) and 
they cannot hurt nor deftroy in all 
Gods holy mountain, 1/a. 11,4. And 
therefore le: no children of God 
be raſh , to conclude hard things. 
againſt themſelves, -and to make 
evidences of wrath Where God hath: 
»ade none. Let Chriitians on both 

| fides look furcher then the affi&;ov: 
; | a 
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E wo Corretlion, 
it ſeif-z the Holy Ghoſt having long; 
ſince. determined this controverſie: 
| by a peremprory deciſion; No wan 
| Eccl, 9. 1. knoweth either love or hatred by all 
E- that ts before them, 3, e, no man can 
make a_ judgement, either of Gods 
love or hatred towards him, by any: 
F of thele outward Diſpenſations. He 
Mat.5 45 cauſeth his Sun to ſuine upon the 
- Bov1s bre- ay;l, and npon the good; and ſendeth 
rain 0n the juſt, aud on the wnjuſt : 


| hq The /«x of proſperity ſhineth upon 


 vibs bona” the danghil as well as upon” the bed 
| etcrma ſuc of ſpices'; and the rain of adverſity, 
4 ER falleth upon the fruitful garden as 
D.y 1:6. WEll as upon the barren wilderneſs ; 
he judgeth truly of his efate, that 
judgeth by the ord, and not by 
Providence Evidences of Grace con- 
fiſt in #2Ward imprefions, not in out= 

ward diſpenſations. 


3 Branchof Thirdly, That Deliverance ont of 


F rnfo'mat, trouble is not enongh to evidence or 
* D.live= make a man happy; It is not faid, 
| ance P** Bleſſed u the mas whom thon cha- 
; Ge « fleneſt, O Lord, AND DEL 1- 
| man hap- VEREST HIM ozt of troable; 
DY. but, Bleſſed is the man Whom thou 


chafteneſt and tracheſt: A man may 
=: 


4 
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Inftraftion, - 18x * 
cet rid of the affiiftion; and yer 
miſs of the bleſſing.” All the bread 
which men may eat without the 
ſweat. of their brows, is not there- 
fore hallowed; abundance” m:y flow 
in without laboxr, and yet not with-. 
ont 4 cxrſe. A woman may be de-" 
livered, from the paiz of child-bear- 
ing, and: yer lie under the ce of 
child-bearing'; an eafie travail is not 
an intallible ſymptome of a ſtate of 
reconciliation; If there be not faith'r Tim; 26 
in Chrift, who 'bath born, and berx 15- 3 
away the Cnrſe, a ſpeedy and eafje 
deliverance is no more then God in-: — 
dulgeth che bruit creatures, for by 
him the Hinds do calve , and the 12d 
wilde Aſſes bring forth their young , F nc 4 
* A. miſcarrying womb may 'be 'a qcrftangs. » 
mercy, When a mature and. ficile-ic as: a;;.. - * 


birth may be in judgement. A'man' prayer for 


may leave his chains and his being ><» nor 
behind him 5» priſon; and the fire = = © 
of a Feaver may be extinguiſ#'d, oxnſt 
when the fire of Hell is preparirg'for them ; bie 
the finner, It is good to be thauk- £947 Deo, 
fel fer , but extremely dangerous alle 
to be contented with, a bare delive- ana. 
rance, I ſhall conciude this branch 1, Loc, 


with 
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Correttion, 


Sandi ad 
| ſalutem per 


| omnia Cx 


b. andiuntur, 
| ſed non ad 
 wolunta 

[- (em, aug. 
3 in Epiit. 
Johan. 

' tra. 6, 


with this note, which alone mighe 
have ſtood for a diſtin 6b/ervatias 
or corollary, Thac thoſe prayers in; 
croubl:s are not beſt heard which are: 
anſwered with 4 deliverance ;, but 
thoſe prayers are-beit hexrd which: 
are anſwered with #mſtru&:o. Even 
of our bleſſed Saviour ic is ſaid, /» the' 
dayes of hw fleſh be offered np prayers 
and ſupplications with ſtrong crying 
and tears, mwnto him that was able 
to ſave him from death, and WAS 
HEARD, is. that he feared, Hebr. 
5. 7, How was he heard? not in 
that, ſave me from thu bear, Job, 
I2,27. but in that, Father plorifie 
thy name, Verſ. 28. not in atli- 
veraxce, but in i»/fruBion ; for, for 
that he giveth chanks, Pſal. 16. 7. 
1 will bleſs the Lord who hath GT» 
VEN ME COUNSEL, My 
REINS ALSO INSTRUCT 
M E 3n the night [eaſon. His Father 
taxght him. and ftrengthned him 
(Verſ.8,9, 10, 1x. ) in his paſſion; 


and this was the hearing of his [appli- 


eations, That is the beſt recurn of 
prayers which works our good, whe 
not our #i/ ; and when God doth 
ad ngt 


? 
[ 


— 


| pn 183 _ 4 
not. apſver in the Lerrer, if he'an- * Eriam © © 
ſwer in the Bearer, we are 00; loſery, 4 wn 
dy 01r prayers: even * Devils hems 7.7, p af 
ſelves are beard-to. the Jerter, when! pg, cos quos | 
his ows /ex is not: yet | heard, in pttiverant | 
that be feared , and therefore when 1999 ſunt *| 
we h:ye prayed, let.us.reterr it onto. —- Ph 

od tO determine the anſwer. : rem Lhe 3 
- Fourthly , Hence we may learn gc ad we | 
how to judge of onr. affiitions, and of um. — 2} 
our deliverances from them , and it 4 3'anch of .* 
may ſerve in ſtead of an Tſe of Ex- a 
amivation:;,. by this, ſay, we may juge of 
know,.when our ſufferings comme #4 our afflics 
wrath., and when. .iwn ove. You «ons and 
need not (as the Scripture ſpeaks in 9/iverany 
another caſe ) ſay, yrbo all aſcend © 
up into Heaven, to.ijook into: Gods 
book of Life and..Dearh? or whe 
fbak deſcend. into the deep; the deep 
of 'Gogs ſecret }Cormſels., to make 
7 {report hereof mnto'us? Far what 
or [<5 tbe Scripta ? the word is 
-»:gb thee ; the. word;.of reſolution, 


. * 
- — 
> p - 
Inflr wition 


m od ea tomgag ya pr 
,- & to-this enquiry; it.iginigh thee, - eves 
* * thy moth, ani invhy hears; chat 


if Nis to: fay, if thou-carnftevidence-chis 
.to-thine own ſoul; That 7»ftration 
h || 54th accompanied Correilion , _ 

| od 
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Correftion, 


God hath tapht thee as well. as cha» 
' fened thee, thou art a Bleſſed Man, 
chou ſhalt be ſaved ; thou kaſt-the 
Word of him who'is the e {thor of 
Bleſſeaneſs, and BLESSEDNES 
IT SELF, Bleſſed i the man whom 
the Lord chaſteneth, and teacheth him 
ont of his Law. © | 
. And therefore peruſe, I beſeech 
you, that model of Divine Inſtrutti- 
ens or Leſſons, preſented to you inthe 
Dodtrinal part of this Diſcourſe, ei- 
_ ther at large, in thoſe twenty parti- 
celars, ' Or, in the. abridgement, the 
three great. heads, to which they 
were: reduc'd. - And then, - withall, 
ſet before your eyes thoſe S;x Pro 
perties' of Divine Covenant-Teach* 
5ng ,  afidi compare your hearts and 
thoſe :Zeſſovs together , Ask. your 
own-<ouls,,:' Hath.God:-taught/you 
thoſe Zeſſors, or any of : them? -.-1, 
Inwardly, ' 2, Convincingly;: 3: Ex- 
perimeneally, 4. Powerfully, 5.Sweet- 
dy, \ 6::Abidingly,, ( for eyen an tly. | 
potricical fhjebciam-humble; himſelf 
for ative, w/c 1n $ackhoth, and xo 
fo;tly ," a bulraſh can held don'ts 
bead for @ day.) And if the _ e 
'0 
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Inflruttion. 185 * 
God can bear witneſs to thy Spirit, : 
that thou art thus tavght', bappy are hs 
thou; bleſs the Lord, for the Lord ; 
hath bleſſed thee, thou mayeſt ſing 
Davids ſong, Iwill bleſs the Lord who 
hath given me Connſel, my Reins alſs 
inſtrutt me in the night ſeaſon, And 
again, / know Lord thy Fudgements 
are right, and that of. Faithfulntſs 
thou haſt afflicted me; -If I had been 
leſs aff lifted, 1 had been leſs bleſſed. 

But now on the other ſide, when 
there is 0 [nterpreter to accompany 
affliction, to expound unto Man the 
meaning of the 'Almighty in his cha- 
ſtiſements, when' there is not a 
divine Sextence in the lips of Cor- 
reftion , when the Rod is dumb, cr \ _ 
the Creature deaf, and cannot hear "0% 1 
the Rod, and Who hath appointed it, Judgment 
it is much co be feared , the ſtroke 3 
is not the FSrroke of Gods Children. 
O my Brethren, it is ſad when Men 
come out of affliction the ſame they 
went in, when Affliction leaves 
them as it found them , as ignorant 
as wnhumbled', as unſen/ible of Sin 
as bowelleſs towards their * ſuffering 
Brethren, as. 7Yor/dly as Prond , as 

impatient 


| Ru—_—_—— 


Pal. 16.7, 4 


166 Correlliun, | 

' impatiem as axſavory, as much i 

ſtrangers to:Chrift, -and their own 

hearts, as regardleſs of Eternity ,' 

In a word, as fit for $i as they. il 

| were before, This, I fay, is exceed- i 
3h ay And yet it is much ſadder, 

a when it may be ſaid of a Man, as: 
= once it was {iid of  Ahaz,, 1» the 
j 4Chro.22. tsme of his aiftreſs he aid treſpaſs yet 
In 2 2 700re againſt the Lord. It was an 
aggravation. of wickedneſs, con. 

cerning which we may ſay , as our 

Saviour of the Alablaſter box ponred | 

on his head, Where ever the Scr - fi 

; Pture ſhall he Preached in the 

bs World, there ſhall alſo this which 

K this Man did be Publiſhed. THIS: 

IS THAT KING. AHAZ. 

Surely it is a ſtanding and a dread- 

fal ' Monument of Reproach and 

Infamy unto him nn:o all Generati- 

08s. Chriſtians, it is ſad and dan. 

gerous beyond all exprefsion wher 

affliction fervech but as a Gaye to 

Sive Vert tothe Pride nd murmar, 

the atheiſm and enmity, which is in 

mens {pirits, agaiaſt the Lord, when 

afflitions are bur as Oy/ unto the 

, Fire t0 irritate corrapriow, and make 

| KR - 
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it. blaze more fiercetyz to continue 
pu: (a wonted fins, againſt ſuch in ſenſible. 
and re:l proclamations to.deſiſt), as 
prot-ſſed rebellion. againſt God. : 

heavy indi&ment which the RN 
rringe:h againſt 7ernſalom, Thou 
ft ffricken them , bat they have 
he prot grieved . thou. haft conſumed 
ee. (hem, but they have. refuſed. to. re- 
in fcrive correBlien * they. have made 
1... Ne beir faces harder then a rock, they 
ir {have not refuſed to returs. In ſuch 
d: eaſes it is robe feared, the cap of af*. 
flsfion 'is a viel of wrath, and the; 


_— the Lord hath rejefted them, 


{ - 


Jer. 5. 31, * 


e' Yf/agaer. of. chis.Jile nocbing-clfe bus, 
h ſome previews” drops Of. t thas, Rorm 
S: of fire nnd brimftonc. -wherein im 
y- Wpertinenc ſinners ſhall be ſcorch'd anc, 
A ER for eyer, readiull 

4 Tot -S re. ranks y 
- to F rapebce ag ie GB. -: 

- = They: areal enſevege- nevolters,. 
nr B walking with flanders ; they: are all 
3 Kcorrapters > T he bellows are burnt , 

+ the lead is Eonſurncd of the fire, the 
1 | Fornder ., mekteth 'in-wain ;, for the 
tj wicked ave. not pluthed. awa) 3 Ri- 
rs probate  filver \fbaft.: men eall them; 


They 
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F bey are all grievous revolters, ] $. 0. 
as'the Prophet 7/aiah expounds1t, ye 
Mr. 5:1. revolt more and more; Heb. They 
WDNT encreafe revolt, walking with flanders ; 

x fTTD they. do not onely revolt, but ſlander 
| eadiis de- thoſe that reprove their revolting, 
__s.” T hey hate him that reproveth in the 
Amosg.1o fare: they flinder the Prophets, and' 
their words; nay , Ged bimſclfdorh: 
not eſcape the'laſh of itheir rongues 1 
they ſay, The Wa) of: the" Lord « 
not equal, when they ſhould con- 
demn their own ways, they cenſure 
Gods, The way of the Lord us nu 
equal, They ave braſs and iron, | 
They. would: paſs: for i/ver"antd pold, 
a ſincere'and'holy people, : white they 
are' a depgencrate and | hypocritical 
generation, They ' are' al cor rup* 
ters, | They have” deeply 'corympted 
themſelves , they - have cor-npted al 
their "doings ; "they have corrnpted 
' the Covenant of - Levi,-(c. the: wors 
flip, the ordinances ', the traths of 
God. The bellows are burnt in the 
fire ,'8.. e, The” Langer off the: Pro: 
phers ; ' which | have prearhd i: unts 
chem in the »ame'bf the 'Lorg, -rifing 
up early, andiifting vp their vous 
AS | my 
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like crumpets, to. tell J/rael. their 
tranſgreſſions, and the houſe of Jas 
cob their fins, and ſtreiching forth 
their bands unto them all . day 
long, they are ſpent. The Lead is 
conſumed, | 5, e. All the melting 
judgments and chaſtiſements, which 
(as lead is caſt inco the furnace to 
make it..the hotter ) God added to 
the Miniſtry of the Prophets, to, 
make the word more operative., 
they will do no good. Allchis while, 
The Founder melteth in vain | whes- 
ther God the _ Jafter- Fomnaer., or 
the. Prophets, Gods Cs-foxnaders,. or 
felow-workmen, ( as the Apoſtle calls 
them; ) they all melt in vain: all 2Cor.6.1+ * 
their labour is loſt , neicher word, nor 
rod, neither. judgments nor grdingn- | ; 
ces, can ſtir- them ;. they refuſe. to _—— 
receive correftion., they will not be $1,000 
taught*. T he wicked are nar plucks ing,but are- 
ed aWay: They are the ſame that reſolv.don ! 
ever. they were; the /wearer is a 'Þ<iromn 
ſwearer /ti#, and the drunkard-is a cont 
drunkard fl}, rand. the wnclean per- 
ſons is. unclean fil ; The wile perſon 1? 31, 6. 
will Speak wvikany, and his heart will 
Work, iniquity ,-to praftice Mgpeerifie, 

an 


Corti 


and to mtter error againſt the” Los 
the avjuſt ate unjutlt #51," ad'rhe 
ignorant are igoorant fig. nothing 
will beccer chem, wicked they ' are, 
and wicked they will be. Whit 
follows > 4 formid-ble. ſentence} 
Reprobate © [ituer” ſhall” 'men ral 
them, | They would be counted #þ 
ver, 'burt 'it is neprobate Filver, refift 
filrer,  droſs rather then pare met- 
tal”: 1nd cheir' hypoeryſte ſhall be 
"2442 kowen ro all en; Reprobate 
"fitver - ſhall: ME N tall them and 
Happy they, if it were but the ceg. 
fare” of miſtaking" men onely'; oy 
but the Searcher bf hearts hath 

berter thoughts of them : men do 
but call them fo; Hecaufe God calls 
them fo rt,” Reprobate flver full 
men Call them, becauſe the LORD 
huth RejeRted them : God hath-eaf 
them. out as the” Founder caſts vt 
his droſs to the dwngbill, and they 
ſhall *ever, ſtand -among the' veſſels 
of hmour, in whom the Lordwillhe 
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' Tarh + whereof is'*this * Thar when 
| Teaching © oeth not #long with Cs 


reBtion, en "men come ont of "the 
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Inftruflion. 
Ml fwrnace, and loſe noching of their 
ie lf drofs, it is a fad indicinm Of a re 
if probate ſpirit , withour timely and 
ſerious reflection, nigh #nto curfing, 
ith O confraer this. you that forget God 
1 4d his chaſtiſements , leſt he tear 
ap .y0# in pieces, and there be none to pt 
\þ deliver. 
"| A fiith branch of information may 5 5/0: 
be to teach us thus macb, /c. That __ => 
they may be bleſſed whom the world 5. ).0077 
accounts miſerable ; The World hom hg 
Wjudgeth meerly by outward appear- world 
ances, and therefore may eaſily be age | 
miſtaken : They fee the ehaſtiſement APIS 1: 
which is upon the fie, andchence 
conclude a man »/erable ; but they 
cannot diſcover that divine teaching 
which is upon the Fir5r , which truly 
rendereth him incomparably 6/e/- 
ed. The men of the world arein- 
competent judges of the eſtate and 
dndition of Gods Children ; The 
godly mans happineſs or miſery is Nemo atis: 
not to be-judged by the worlds /ev/e 11m ſenſn 
and feeling, bur by his own , it liech 7ſer ei 
$rWard ( fave onely ſo far as by the oS 9% 
ruits It is diſcernable) and the 2b. Del, 
yorlds faculty of judgeing is onely [ib. i, 
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192 | Corre(t0,, 
outward, made up of ſenſe and rea+ 
ſen, therefore, ſaid che Apoitle, The 
x Cor. 2. fhiritual man judgeth all things, yet 
Iq, If he himſelf” is judged of no man, 
that is, he zx able to judge of the con- 
Aitien of the men ot the world, but 
the men of the world are not able 
to judge of his condition, becauſe it 
is above their faculty, . the natural 
- man zhi»ks the ſpiritual man, ( «nad: 
affliftion ) to be miſerable, but the 
ſpiritual man kzows the natural man, 
in the midſt of bu greateſt abun- 
dance and bravery , to be miſerable 
indeed; Therefore may the Saints 
in their troubles :hi»k ;r, with Saint 
1Cor.4.3, Parul , a. very ſmall thing to be 
judged of mans judgment ; This is 
Seaniyng Duc * mans day of judging, ſo the 
fuieas, Word ſignifieth; Gods day is cOm- 
ot mans .ing when things and perſons ſhall 
day, 'be valued by another cex/w, or rate. 
Chriſt 5» his day ſhall judge not after 
; the ſight of the eyes , i, e. not as 
Ifa.11.3, 4 things appear to ſenfe and reaſon, 
nor after the hearing of the ears, 
4..e, according to the report of the 
world ; bat' with righteouſneſs ſhal 
he judge, 5, e, Ne ſhall judge of things 
ard 
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Inſtr nft ion. 
and perſons as they, are, and not as 
they appear. Interim, . this is alſo 
«af another comfort; we; hane the mind _, . 
of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2. laſt. the judgment No Neer@'l 
nM of Chriſt, by vertue whereof we ; 
urf} are cnabled ( 5». our meaſure ) to. 
lei judge of things and perſons, as Chrift 
ell himſelf guageth. 
all A fixth' branch of Information, s Branch 
1. 1s Chaſtiſement a bleſſing when ac- 17form. 
hel companied with inſtruction ? See '* _ 
then, aud admire, the Wiſdom : yo yy 
1 ; : : OM, pOve 
nl Power '\ and Gooaneſs.cof: God; (wha <r and 

poll can: make his people: better; by their. goodacfs 
as [ufferings,! Who\... knows chow.. to *f Goo. - 
nel fetch oy/ out of the ſcorpio, toex- 

j,| tra gold out of lay? to- draw the 

sf richeſt wine out -of gall. and worm- 

hefl 00d 2. thatican .curn the greateſt 
n.# ci of- the : boay to. the preateſt good 
all} of the Sox/? .the Cxr/c it ſelf into 2 
te Bleſſing? that can mike the, withered 1714. 4 g. 
ex 70d of affiiftion to bud, yea to bring * ty thu 
asf| forth the peaceable fruits of righteonſ- [94 (he in 2? 
neſs to them that are exerciſed thereby? 7 of 
Behold I\ſhew. you a myſtery 3' Sin ;.14.9 "I 
brought A fiuFion I'N:'k O'gheworld, bs s al © 
and God makes * Afﬀittion to carry fin th f uitia 
OUT of the world, Perſecution is (9 94}, 
' K bur "4% 
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bat the pr 


F q5r, in 


E babct Det 
* idverjus be ſeems tO deal moſt ſeverely 


 bonos viros them. The very beatben' bat 


F _Ty 5g break Ephraims bones, then 


dum E'h- 
nic g16- 


ec. Tet. * . 
|. de ſpec- is ſharp, but the end is ſweet. 


b —_w_C_r Or" F." . ' . 

| »iug of Chriſts Vine, 
oft Mar, The Almond tree is mad- fraitful by 
| driving »als into it,, letting- ont & 
| Azol. moxious gum that hindereth che frait- 
— "HEN fulneſs thereof, God never mendeth 
+ Patrim ye good to his children thenwhen 


Fc, 


with 


bath-ob- 


_ 


þ annum or ſerved it to us; God doth net love his 
3 1,.__ children with a weak, womaniſh afft- 
*  fion, butwith « ſtrong maſculine tove; 
| honis viris and had rather they ſuffer hardſbip 
| malaacci» then periſh : how the Lord lyoeth, 
| dat? by chaſteneth, and ſconrgethevery ſon 
| Heb. 12-6 pp, be 'receiverh. God Will 1n- 

ther fetch blood, then loſe a Sol; 


ſuffer 


33. him to go 65 in the frowardneſs of hrs 
 Wucibusres heart. Deſtroy the fleſh, that the 
| diſpoſta foirit may be ſaved in the day of the 
2 ho _— Lord Teſws. We are chaftened of | 

ine the Lord, that we ſhonld net be con- 
demned with the world: His Diſci- 
dent; wt pline is made up of ſeverity and 
cum 1ug:re Joe, he doth chaſtiſe, but he will 
—— 2exch alſo, that ſo Þis children may 
: * inherit the- bleſſing : the diſcipline 


Bleſs 


rac, c. 28 the Lord O my Sent, and all t hat 
is 
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Inſtrultios, 195 + 

is within me bleſs ha holy Name: 

Bleſs the Lord O my Sonl, and forget 

wot all has benefits. | E 
Seventhly , It ſhews ns, That 4 7 Branch | 

ſuffering condition 1s not ſo formi- Infom, 7 

dable a thing as fleſh and blood doth * # rings? 

repreſent 5t : It is ignorance and un- ; | Y: cr I 

belief which flandereth the Niſpen- ,uc :y- 

fations of God, and caſteth reproach prehends, * 

ypon the Croſs of Chriſt, He rhat : 

heard the words of God, which (aw 

the viſion of the Almighty, having 

his eyes opened, could by way of 

holy triumph ask this quellion, 7/4y 4 

fronld 1 fear in the days of evil? Pſa. 49.55 | 

9. d. what # there in cn affiited 

eftate ſo much to be dreaded ? let any 

man ſhew me a yrega/on., and, I will 

pive way tO fear and deſpondency. 

And that is more obſervable which 

follows ; # hen the iniquity of my 

heels ſhall compaſs me about ? This 

is an addition of the greateſt weight * 

and wonder imaginable : the mean- 


ſue me ſocloſe, that they, even tread 
upon my 'heels' as it were'; when /» 
it ſelf hath brought me into the 
ſnare , when God is correfting me 
K'2 for 


Corrett1on, D 


F 1Pet.4 13 
E” 16s 
2 Phil,n. 29. 


for my iniquities : why truly ( Chri- 
ſtians ) chat's the thing which child 
of God doth moſt of all tremble af, 
ro conſider that he hath »'d him- 
ſelf into a ſuffering condition, - In 
ſufferings purely Evangelical, vize 
perſecution for righteouſneſs ſake. 
a gracious heart can ſee ( many 
times ) more cauſe of 7ejoycing 
then - of perplexity , and look upon 
them as a giferather then an 5mpoſo- 
tion; bur afflitions and miſeries, 
which ſi 6rizgs upon a man, ſeem 
to be judicial and penal, and carry a 
face of wrath rather then of /ove, 
IT, but obſerye it, even.jn :he/e the 
Pſalmiſ# can ſee no juſt cauſe of 
fear 3 Wherefore ſhould 1_fear in 
the days of evil, When the iniquity 
of my heels ſhall compaſs me about ? 
See, when ſin and ſorrows beſiege 
him on every ſide he is fearleſs, and 
knows no reaſon to the contrary, 
unleſs any one can tell him whatit 
is, How ſo? ſurely upon the ſame 
account in my Text, becauſe David 
had a God that could teach as well 
as chaſtiſez and therefore , though 
fn were as poyſon in his cap of affli- 


ton, 


| ___ Inſtraſtion, 
Aion, yet divine teaching could an. 
tidote that poyſon, and turnit into 


——_ 


_ 5 3. 


a cup of bleſſing unto him; Thy red > 
and thy ftaſf comfort me. T1 Pla. 23. 4 4 
©. that the cbildren of God #» 4 
afMiftion , or entering upon luffer- 
ings, would fit down and dwell up- 
on this Confideration, The frait and 
advantage which God knoweth 
how to bring out of all their ſor- 
rows, even the peaceable frnits of 
righteouſneſs , This would keep 
them from uncomely deſpond-ncies, 
and dejeRions of ſpirit; For this | 
cauſe Wwe faint not (faith the Apo- 2 Cor 4. 
ſtle; ) for what canſe> while we 16, 18+ 
look "not at the things which are 
ſeen , but at the things which ave 
ot ſeen ; that is to ſay, not at the. 
vifible ſufferings, but ar the 3nvif6ble ' 
fruit and advantage Of our ſufferings; E- 
This holds wp head, and keeps up heart ; RoW. 5:3» 
and raakerh the Soul not only to be #7, © 
patient, but to glory in tribulation, wn refpicie. © 
Knowing that tribulation Wworketh Mn, co- © 
patience, and patience experience, and r0n1s re- 
experience hope ,, and hope maketh not 'P _ p 
aſhamed, becanſe the love of God us nh _—_ 
ford abroad in onr hearts by the Holy yc, © 
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Ghoſt which dwelleth in s, This 1s 
the way to counterpoiſe the tempta- 
tion; and in the confli& between the 
fl:fs and the ſpirit, tocome into the 

- ſuccour of the better part. 
8 Branch Eightly, Je fhews ws the reaſon 
unforms Why God doth keep ſome of hrs people 
uh y We ſo long under the Diſcipline of the Rod. 
Hong in. Truly God doth not only brixg bis 
Eder: Mi- Children into the School of affiiftion, 
{&ion. but many times keeps them Jong there, 
E Pla.125.3: The rod of the Wicked indeed ſhall not 
F (ALWAYS) ref on the back of the 
righteeres.,, T, but it may /ie long, for 
months, for years , for many years 
rogether ; ſeyenty years were the 
Jews 'in the houſe of Correfiion at 
Babylon ; fonr hundred years in the 
brick-kibns of Egypt , Story and ex- 
perience will ferve in inftances with- 
out number. Hence you have the 
people of God ſo often at their How. 
langs in. their ſufferings, P/al. 6, 3. 
But thoinO Lad, HO W -LONG? 
P/dl. 13, 1, 2, HOW LONG 
Wilt thow forget me O Lord for ever ? 
HOW LONG wilt thou hide thy 
face from me? HOW LONG 
ſpall 7 take connſel in my Soul? 
| HOW 


Inſti «Bien. 

HOW LONG foal mine Enemy 
be exalted over. we? In this Pſalm { 
where my Text s, HOW LONG - 
ſtall the wicked, ROW LONG 
fhall-1be wicked trixzmph? twice How 
- | /ong;, before be can vent his com- 
» | plaint; and yet again thechird time, 
| HO W:.L Q NG fell they atter and 
Seakbardthing? HOW LONG, g 
cries'feremiah fhall ] ſee the ſtandard, j;, , xx. | 
and hear 'the ſound of the trumpet ; 4 
and Zechariah, O' Lord of Hoafts, Z-ch.1.12 Þ 
HOW LONG wilt tho wot have : 
mercy on feruſalem, .and on the Cities 
of FadahF: The Souls under the Altar, 
Revel. 6; 10. cry with a loud voyce, 
5, '6.\ in. much anguiſh and agony, 
HOW LONG 0 Lod, holy and 
tyne, doſÞ thow not avenge our blood un 
them that dwell onthe Earth? Verily 
God doth, keep his people ( ſome- 
times ) :/s Jong. under their preſſures, 
chat they begin at length even to give 
themſelves up to deſpair, and to con- 3 
clude they ſhall »ever ſee deliverance. "yh 
Thus you find not only the common : 
multitude of the Fews inthe Baby/oni- 
ax..captivity, concluding deſperately, F 
Owr bones are dryed, our hepe ts loft, Lim 3.53 | 
K 4 Wwe b 
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CorreAis, 


we are cut off for our parts, ary 
bones may as well /zve, asour capti- 
vity have an end; but even the 


' Prophet feremiab bimſelf ( whether 


in his own perſon, or in the name of 
the whole Church I know not ) 
poſſibly both, ) They have cut of 
my life in the dungeon, and caſt a 
ſtone upon me ; He ſeems: to. himſelf 
eo be in the condition ofa manthat 
is dead and baried, and the grave- 
fone rould to the mduth of the Se- 
pulchre , a Metaphor expreſſing an 
hepeleſs and deſperate © condition; 
yea hence it is, that when deliverance 
is nigh, they cannot believe it, though 
a Prophet of God, or an: Angel from 
Heaven , ſhould report it z, Thos 
ſhalt ariſe and have mercy upon Zion; 
for the time to favor her, yeathe ſet- 
times come,lings the Prophet Daniel, 
or ſome other that.lived near the 
expiration of the' ſeventy years cap- 
tivity; and yet inthe mean time the 
7ews reply as before, Orr bones are 
dryed, our hope is loft, we ars cut off 
for onr parts; q..4.ell not us of Gods 
ariſing, &c:; we 'ſhall never ſee $50 
agaig,, we are but dad men; Ob- 
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ſerve it by the way, They that would 
not believe the captivity while it was 
in the threatening, Hab. 1. 5. would 
not believe deliverance when it was 
in the promiſe, A juſt judgment 
upon them, that they that wox/d nor 
believe God threatening , ſhould not 
believe God promiſing. - But that's 
not all; Deliverance was {0 ;»credible 
after ſo long'a captivity, that they 
could: not believe it when they ſaw it ; 


When the Lord turned again the cap- po, cog. 1 


tivity o® Ziow, we were like then that 
dream; They knew not ( as it fared 
with Peter, half awake, - and half 
aſteep, As 12.9, ) whether it was 
true , or whether they [aw a vifion 
only , Is this a real deliverance ? or 
are we ina'aream only ? Our Saviour 
tells. us, that when the Sow of man 


ſhall come ( 5. e, with particalar deli- 1.v4.48,8, 


verances to his Church ) hefhall nor 
find faith on the earth ;* therewill not 
be faith enough in the people of God 
to believe it, by reaſon of the /onp 
preſſures and perſecntions that have 
been-uponithem, + Go = 


* 


Now, 1: fay, what is the reaſon 


thar :God ſuffers. aMiRion'to lie ſo 
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long. upen the backs of his children ; 


Truly. one reaſon is, becauſe they 


 haye /wed long in fin; they bavebeen 


long a ſinning, and therefore Godis 


long 4 corretting : God puts themto 


THEIR How-/ongs, becauſe they 
bave put God-to HIS How-lengs. 
Exod. 6. 28, HOW LONG re- 
faſe ye to keep my Commandments, and 
and my Laws ? HOW LONG 
will this people provake me ? and 
HOW LONG Wi it beere they 
believe ? ferem, 4+. 14 HOW 
LONG foal thy wain thoughts 
lhoag withinthie? Hoſea8. 5 HOW 
LONG will it be ere they attainto 8 
innocency, &c, And truly . if they 
have made God complain of 
THEIR How-/ings, no wonder if 
God make them complain. of HIS 
How- longs. . But then' again, ano- 
ther and the main reaſonis, becauſe 
the. work is wot yet done ; they da net 
receive Inſtr aftion by their Correftion, 
elſe affiition would quickly ceaſe, 
God piveth not a blow , he draws 
not a drop of b/ood, more then needs, 
For a ſeaſon, if NEED be, ye are 
in heavineſs ; if there be Reining; 

there- 


Which I fee not; teach thon' me; aud 
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there is xced of it; and if heavineſs 
eoniune long, there is needof it. It 
is not to gratifie their Enemies that 
God: keeps them''ſa -long under their 
laſh, but to reach them , not-that 
God afftifts willingly, &c. but that he Law. 3e3 34 
may do them good 11 their latter end ; 4 
that by the 70 of CorretFion he may 
drive out that foty which is in their 
hearts: | And when that is done, then 
they fhall ay 1» longer for their del5- 
verance; then God opens the priſen 
doors , and © throws the red into- the 
fire; and infinice mercy it is, that 
they are wt delivered til they are 
bettered, that God will 'nor-" ceaſe 
chaſtening till they are willing to 
ceaſe finnins 3 faying, 1 have bors 
affijtion, ] will offend nd more, that 


if -1 have dove wirkedl, 1 will do [6 
uo More. ] 

Ninthly, take notice from hence, _—Y 
what anteathable- creatures We are prgy v = 
by natxrre , who' wilt 'not fet' our reachable 
hearts to receive J»ſftrafticx till-we we are by } 
be mhipt to itby the rod of coryef2g- Parurt's 
on, and hardly thex neither ; unleſs | 
God multiply ftripes, it is not mul- 


tiplying - 
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good ; there . muſt be fripe.upon 
fripe, and affi::;5ou upon affistzov, 
as well as. line upon lint, and precept 
pon precept , Or elſe it ig in vain : 
we are ſo brutiſh, with Zphraim, 
that we make. God ſpend. his rods 
uponus ; and .when all is done, God 
myſt turn us by. main ſtrength, or 
elſe our folly will not depart from 1s. 
This is a /amentation, and ſhould 
be for a lamentatios : We. would 
ſay, that were a very bad child that 
will be -taught,, no longer. then the 
rod -& ' upon. his. back! ſuchare we, 
we. are .ſo indocible , that we pur 
God to. it, as it were to ſtudy what 
methods and courſes. to: take with 
; us. How ſoall 1 dofor the Daughter 
Jer. g 7. of my people? 1 wall melt them and try 
, them, &c, Well,let us judy our ſelves, 
DK and juſtifie God, BE 
xo Brach  Tenthly, and laſtly, It ſheweth 
=” ” 1p Us On the contrary, How much gra- 
5 Thea. Cions hearts are in love with the word, 
© Joy: 1n- for the improvement of their ſpiri- 
| ſtuRi-n, tual knowledge, wherein they can 
-put ſuch an efimare upon their 
ſufferings , and account that their 


bleſſing 


F1a.:8 19. tiplying of precepts that will, do uy . 
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bleſſing which orher men call their 
miſery; BLESSED #« the man 
whom. thou chafteneſ> and tearhe$F. 
The P/almiſ# in another place ſpeak- 
eth very warmly to this purpoſe ; 7t 
is good for me that 1 have been af- 
utted ; why? that 1 might learn 
thy Statutes He. loveth the zyord 
0 dearly, chat, for the Words ſake; 
e is in love with effi; The 
phip, the rod, the priſon, the wil- 
derneſs , any thing, 1s precious that 
rings Inſtron with it. Carnal 
{people can be content to aje in their 
gnorance, ſo they may aje in their 
neſt ; whereas' gracious hearts think 
not much to'go to School to a:Fride- 
well, and even-while- the blood is 
unnivg down the. back, can fay, 5s 
good, becauſe they are raxght by 
t, O the- different; account that 
race and Natare make of the ſame 
Difpenſation ! It is proud diſJainto 
cory to be taught by the loweſt of 
ods Uſpers : The treaſure is precious, 
hough in an.earthen-vefſel ; There is 
one t009/d, none toD w/e, Bone tor 
igh,' te be put into. the meancft 
Schoet on this ſide Heaven, 


I 
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Vilis ſepe 
cad yu no- 
bile ne# ar 
habet, 


: Correftion, | OED q 
I havedone with the uſe of TInfor- 
mation 3. I: come now in the fecand ; 
place to the Uſe of Zxhortation. 
I. Such as are yet free 


from ſufferings. 
Anditis | 2. S«cb as are under [uf+ 
tos: four ferings, | 


w* Exhur. 


forts: of < 3. Such as are come ont 
People. of a: ſuffering condi 
"#% $208, 4; 
4. Parents in reference 
: to their children. 
x Branch The firſt. branch .of Z.xhortation is: 
09 to-\ſuch as throbph the patience/and. 
"hare. forbearance of Godare yet free from 
free frcm chaſtiſement and affliction; The Tan 
ſuffcrings, dle of the Almighty doth ſhive in their 
Tabernacle, and'they wa'h their fop 
in butter, &c; Why now, would ye 
prevent chaſtiſement and keep. off the 
trokes of divine diſpleaſure from your 
ſelves or families ?-Let me commend 
unto you. 
A twofold Cantion from this 
: Do@rine, ; | 

_ T. Study theſe Leſſons well while 1t 
are in the School of the word, © | 

2. Labony tobe inſtrufted by the eha-fl 


Piſements and affiiftions which you / 


_ upon at her men. Fir 


14+ 


ſt 


y N: £2 > SI Wy. 
"el + # 


fiting be made known to-all men. 'Tn 
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Firſt, If you would prevent cha- 1 Caution, * 
ſiſement, /fudy theſe and the like 19 15 * 
Leſſons well, while ye are ander the 5." _ 3 
Teachings of the Word : Therefore þ,, q ,,o.. 
doth God fend us into the School of 6 by the 
aMiction, becauſe we have been yox- Word. 
proficiemts in the School ofthe Goſ- 
pel , becauſe we will ot hear: the 
Word, we force God to turnus over 
to a ſeverer Di/cipline, and to have 
our ears bored with aMiction, and then 
ſaith God, now haay the rod, and 
who hath appointed it. O thy belo- 
ved, {abour, I beſeech you, to profit 
much: by the Teachings of Feſwes Chrift : 
in the Goſpet; ſet your hearts toall 2 Tim-1:23 
the 2ruths and connſels of God reveal- #it7s 
ed to. you therein. The Goſpel is ,,;1 © 
the model Or platform of ſound words, xiy av 
able to make you ſound Chriſtians, 2 Tim. 2+ 
wiſe to' Salvation, O let your pro- *3: 


ſpecial, fet you hearts to thoſe 7»- 
ftrattions or Lefſons propounded in 
the Docrinal part of this fubje& . 
for the zeg/e# whereof Godis forced 
to ſend his people into captivity, that 
there he may teacv them with-the 
bryars and thorwi of the Wilderneſs. In 
particular. 1, Learn, 


Corretion, 


4M Len, in the time of your 
ce and tranquility , to /ay to heart 
ihe {afferings of the reſt of your bre 

thren that are inthe world, Remember 

them that are in bonds, as bound with 

Heb.3 13. them; Think ofthem chat arein pri- 
fon, Whoſe feet are hurt inthe flocks, 

aud the irons do enter into their ſoul, 

with the very ſame affe&ionand af- 

fiction of ſpirit, as if you your ſelves 

lay bend in chains. by them in the 

ſame dwvgeon; put your Souls in their 

Souls Reads, and content not your 

ſelves with choſe /ooſe, and frnitleſs, 

and trexyfient glances , which thoſe 

' Be thu that are at eaſe i» $5on do uſually caſt 


I warmed ypon men in miſery ; a cold Lord 


"5 have mercy on them, and there's an 
2-06. end; Remember them that are in 
bonds ,' as beund: with them; and 

that. you may know you are'not to 


confine your compaſſion to priſoners 
onely ,'-it follows, And them that. 


ſuffer adverſity , &e. Learn to fym- 


pathize with all the people of God. 


under  avy adverſity 'Whatſoever ; 
hide not your eyes, and ſhut not up 
your bowels - of compaſſion, from 
any that are- in A, KO 
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and that upon this account, As being 
your ſelves in the beay , If the awry 
reſpe& thy brother , the motive re- 
ſpeas thy ſelf ; thou art yet inthe body, 
and while you remain in the fleſh, 
. you cannot promiſe your ſe/ves one 
"1 hours exemption from troubles; but 


Do —— 


x, are expoſed to the ſame common ca- 

Bf lamities which attend a fate of more 

> tality, as it 19 an. argument of comfort 

: |} t0 them that. are in affliction, chat .J 
TY their temptations, and tryals are com:- by oP 
TY 90 t9 men, God doth not Sugle them ©" 

2 | our to, encounter with aparalld 

fn affliction, ſo onthe other ſideitis an 

4 zncentive to compaſſion to them that are 

Ke free, toconfider- that they are /iabfe 

n | ©2 the ſame temptations; and there- 

F fore ſhould meaſure out the ſame 

. OWE to their ſuffering brethren, 

that they would expe& in the ſame 

- | #7 54s; not knowing how ſoon the 

" | cup of erembling may be put intotheir 

; | on band ; to be ſure, 5»ſenþSblenefs 

' ff of other mens miſeries will haſten it; 

| Thy put far away the evil day; 

| 


they lie #poy beds of Tvory, &c. eat Amos 6.33  Þ 
Zambs ont of the flock, and Calves 4 5» 6+ : 
Y oro the flall, &c, drink, Wine in 
bewls, 
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Verſe 7e 


' thereby drown the ſenſe of their 


fet your hearts to the efiiFions of the 


bewls, &c. 3. e.they give themſelves 
up to all manner of /ex/aa/i:y, and We 


brethrens m5/eries ; they are not grit 
ved for the affiiftions of Foſeph ; they 
lay not the aflition of the Church 
to heart, it neyer coſt them an hozrs 
fleep, they abated nothing of all their 
fenſual exceſſes ; they never turn aſide. 
to ſhed one tear over bleeding Sorin 
ſecret; what follows > why , faith 
God, therefore now ſhall they go cap 
tive with the firſt that go.captive, and} 
the banquet of them that ftretched 
themſelves ſtall be removed ,' as if God 
ſhould have ſaid:; :Asi kve; becauſe 
you have not pityed your brerbrex in 
captivity , you your felves ſhall be 
ed away captive , and the wext tmrn- 
ſhall be yoxrs; and there you ſhall 
learn by experience, what itis to be 
plundred, and what it is to lie in 
chains ; what is it to have cruel 7 a«k- 
waſters (et oyer you, what it is to. 
Want bread; you ſhall bawquet it 
"s more; you ſhall feel by ſenſe 
what you would not feel by /m- 
pathy, And therefore, Chriſtians 
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hurch and people of Ged; it is the 
oreat duty. which the t5-zes call for 
and I am afraid Godis now viſiting 
»7land and” Lendox for the negle&t 
of this duty ; 7 are verily guilty cor- 
erving our brethren, in Germany, 
reland, in England,and Scexland,&Cc, 
;u# that we ſaw the angmiſy of their ſouls, 
phen they beſonght us,and ve would net 
aq +54 4 z ths diſtreſs come upon 
#s ; We. have noe grieved their ſor- 
ows, nor wept their tears, nor ſigh'd 
their groans, nor bled their blood . 
and therefore -may fear , let Gol 
ſhould fay unto us. alſo, even unto ys, 
With the #ext that go into captivity, 
they ſhall go into teeny ; with the 
pext ther are plundered-and ſpoil'd; 
4 Lo»dox ſhall be plundred and ſpoil'd, 
with the next that ſhall be impriſog'd, 
o ſhall be taken priſexers ; with the 
next that ſhall be ai» with the 
word; you ſhall be flain with the 
| ſword ; your wives ſhall be made 3. 

dows, and jowr childreuſhall be made 
fatherleſs,and your dwellings ſhall caſt 
J0u0ut,and be left deſolate;and there. 
fore let us look to it, and how i» thee 
Uutr day the things of our peace, before 
they 
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they be hid from our eyes;Shew compal./ 
fion, that you may not »eed compaſit.. 
on, or, if yqu xeed it, you inay find it. 
In like manner fet your hearts to 
the other Leſſons which God teacheth' 
by his chaſtiſements, | 
Prize Creatare comforts more, and 
ſarfeit upon them leſs ; be more 
thankful, and leſs ſenſual ; eſpecially 
prize a GoFþe! while ye have 2 Goſpel; 
prize it by its Worth, that you may 
Amos 8 x; not prize it by the wart ; prize it 
that you may keep it, leſt you prize 
it one day when yeu cannot recover 
Hoſea 5.6 jt, that's a dreadful word, T hey ſhall 
go with their flocks and with their heras 
Amoss.r:, #9 ſeek, the Lord, but they ſhall not 
| FIND Him, Amd 7 will /end « 
famine, not of bread, nor a-thirſt of 
| water, but of hearing the Word of the 
Veiſe 12. Ford, &c. and they ſhall run to and 
fro, to ſeek the Wordef the Lord, and 
Shall not FIND IT. | 
Study /elf-denyal, meekneſs of 5Þt- 
it ; Labonr to diſcover the hidden cor- 
 ruptions of your own hearts, be ſtill 
digging into that dunghill, you will 
find it a bottomleſs-pit ; The heart 
Jer. 17 9. deceitful above all things, and de- 
| ſperately 
9, 
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ſperately wicked who can know it ?I the 
Lord ſearch the heart. . Ohentreat the 
Lord to diſcover your heartsto you. 

Study Scripture-evidence for your 
intereſk in Chriſt; reſt not in any 
evidence, which you will not vez- 
tare your ſouls upon, if you were to 
dye this moment, 

Labour to maintain ſweet commu- 
ion with Ged, tO be able to ſay 
with the Apoſtle, and to ſay tray, 
Onur communion is with the Father, 
and with his Son -feſus Chriſt; Make 
God your choyce, and not your »e- 
cefſity, and $4 to maintain ſuch 
conſtant converſe with him, that when 
you dye, you may change your place 
only, but not your company. 

Live wp in the exerciſe. of your 
grace ; add to your faith vertue , to 
vertue knowledge , and to knowledge 
temperance , aud to temperance god- 
lintſs, and to goalineſs brotherly 
kindneſs , and to brotherly kinaneſs 
charity ;, Be adding one grace to an- 
other , and one depree- of grace to 
another, and one exerciſe of grace to 
another exerciſe of grace , that you 


tO 


may not put God to add afflition 
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to affiftion, and ſorrow to ſorrow; 
while others are adding ſ/» to fin, | 
drunkenneſs to thirf, do you adde 

Srace tO grace ; Be ftedfaſt ani un- 

movable , alwvayes abounding in the 

work of the Lord, &Cc. 

Job 22 21 AAcquaint yorr ſelves with God, and 
good foall come thereby. Study to 
know Gol more, and Jove him berter ; 
T his ts Life eternal, &c, Job. 17. 3. 

Hoſea 63+ Then fball we kzow, if we follow 0n to 
kawow the Lord. | Ws 

Minds, 1 beſeech you, while you 
are in your ſtrengrh and peace, that 
one thing neceſſary : there is but one 

Hoc age, thing neceſſary, there be many may- 
be's, but one maſft-be : O'take heed 
of induftrious folly, and diſ-ſpirit-not 
your {clyes-in the purſuit of triftes , 
minde your work. 

Redeem the time, the dayes are evil: 
O that Chriſtians would ſtudy che 
worth of time, value a day; ſay of 
every HOUR, yea of every moment, 
Thi «" TIME : 'Redeem time while ' 
you have it : redeem time while time. 
may do you good : Evil dayes art 
coming, Wherein you will ſay, I have 
. wo pleaſure in them, Yea, the dayes- 
are 
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f are evil; evil with fi», evil with 
J /orrow : redeemthe time to do good, 
le | fo receive good, that neither yow may 
be the wor/e for the times, nor 
}, | the times for you: Happy ſhall that 
man be call'd, who contributeth 
,1 | not ro the heap of the God-pro- 
0 voking abominations, 'nor receiveth 
impreſſions from: the hypocrsfie and 


[m——C 


; | prevarication of the preſent gene. 
- | ration. 

Study the ſufferings of Peſws 
n | Chrift : Reſolve, with Paw, to 
ir | ow mothing but Feſm Chriff, and 


him crucified : A due contempla. 

tion of the Croſs 'will heighten 

d || C*riffs Love, and /efſes your own 

t-| /#fferings. ? 

. | And /aboar to get your converſa- 

* I tion in Heaven : Looking for, and * 2 Pct. 33 
haftening to, or as the word ſigni- | , a 

hes, « Faſting, the coming of Chrift : _— pu 

Say., Come Lord Jeſms , come gooiay, 

quickly. Cc. 


J . Inaword, bre-{.Si»falneſs of $12. 
| thren, ſtudy, and }Emptineſs of the 
ſtudy through-Y Creatare. 

ly, the Fulneſs of Chriſt, 


And 


Fo Bats Mid 4 gt ty 1 ID os 


" Correftion 


And in{ Fare .” | 
ve rurnD JE xper imental \ Teach. 


Leſſons, | owerfml ing, | 


F$weet 
bour for an Abiding 


Content not. your ſelves, Chriſti- 
ans, with a general, ſlight, ſuperficial, 
anſavoury, powerleſs, flitting Know: 
ledge : reſt not in notzons ;- be not 
ſatisfied with expreſſions without im 
preſſions,, nor with impreſſions, that 
are not 4b;4ivg impreſſions , .that are 
like fgwres written-irthei/ard : this 
is the: ruine. of profeſſors... Thoſe 
profeſſors, their »ames ſhall be 
Written in the duſt, who write ai 
vine inſtruftions in the dyſt : atleaſt, 
if God: have a-minde co do you 
good., expe that: he ſhould; ſend 
you into-the Hoſe. of Correftion, 
and there teach you with /comrges, 
and write his 1»ſtraftions in yout 
blood. id 

And therefore if you would pre- 
vent fo ſevere a Diſcipline, oh im- 
prove your time well in the Schod| 
of the Word, while you have the 

John 3 35. light, walk in the "light, left ag 
bi, : neſt 
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neſs come upon you , while. you fit 
under the Teachings of the Goſpel, 
labour to get kzowledge anſwerable to 
* 'll the means, and grace anſwerable to 
y ur knowledge, Thus much for the 
| firlt Caution. - 
Hit I come now to the /econd Cay- 2 Ca tion, 
tal, ries: | Lau ras 
DW- If you would prevent affliQion, '/, - oo : 
not lahour to be infiruted by the cha- (Rc; os. | 
”"mF. fiſements which you ſee upon other ; 
men, God Cceals wi:h his children - 
ares as Tutors do with the children of 
this Princes, whip them npon ſtrangers 
ole} barks. Thus God ſcourged 1/rae! 
be] upon the back of the Nations round 3 
dir about; Zeph. y.6. Ihave cat off he 7 jb 3.6. 3 
aſt, Nations, their tewers are deſulate, "A 
uy 7 made their flreets waſte that none 
end Y 2aſſeth by, their Cities are deſtroyed, 
"nf (o that there 15 no man, that there ts 
res, fl none inhabitant: S ORT WORK! 
out Bur their prniſhment, was Ifracls 
'| Canution;, I ſaid, Surely thou Wilt 
res fear me, thou wilt receive in: 
ms fraftion :' The Worlds judgements 
oolfl are the Charches iuftrs [icws , and 
thil God loot thit his people (huld 
rk} . bave mad: that »/e of this praf7icad. 
| L av ron ; 


E o1% - Corref:00, 
. aettrine; I ſaid, Surely thou wilt 
ear me , thou wilt receive infirutts- 
on : God had gracious ends in this 
diſpenſation ; his ſeverity to ſiran- 
gers, Was his render mercies t0- 
| wards Iſrael, he ſpared not the 
-- Nations, that he might bave ſpared 
Verſe 7, them, ſo their dWvellings ſhould not be 
F cnt off : God cut off the Nations, 
verſ. 6, that he might mot c#t off 
That. Behold ( as the Apoſtle faith 
in another caſe, Rows. 11,22, ) the” 
goodneſs and ſeverity of Ged ,; leve- 
rity to the Nations, bur goodneſs 
towards 7/racl, bad they continued 
in his goodneſs, had they received 
inftruttion by their neighbours 
deftrultion. And as God p__ 
1ſrael upon the Nations backs , 
f God puniſht 74444 upon Was 
| "Jer. 7-12. back: Goye now to my place in Shi- 
loh, avd ſee what I aid to it, for the 
wickedneſs of my people Ifratl Iſracls 
chaftiſements ſhould haye been 7ers- 
ſalems teachings, and by their ſtripes 
foe ſhould have been healed , for the 
neglet whereof God is bighty aif- 
pleaſed, and ſpeaks concerning thes 


in a vcry angry diale&, 7nd 1 ſaw 
when 


DO — 


2 Inſtruflion. 


when for all the canſes whereby backs 
fliaing Iſrael had committed adnt- 
tery, I had pat her away, ard given 
her a bill of. divorce, yet her trea- 
cherows fiſter Fadah feared net, but 
went and played the Harlst alſ6. 
God took it ill, thit feraſalem 
ſhould flight rhe kindneſs of ſuch a 
Canti:n , and arfpiſe the conrſel 
which was written to her in her 
ſefters bliod;, q. «4, T would haye 
made 7er»ſalem wiſe by Samaria's 
harms, and taughe her by a rod 
which ſhe only ſaw : but ſhe nec 
ed not ; ſhe hardened her heart 
through #»belief , and either won/d 
et. underſtand the Canticn, or da- 
red me tO my face to do my worſt, 
while by her ſoameleſs whore- 
doms ſhe went on to proveke me 
tO jealonfie, This haſteneth that 
judgement upon her /e!f which ſhe 
deſpiſcd on others ,  Fadah muſt 
feel Tſraels rod , becauſe ſhe would 
not hear it, As J1ſrael muſt [aff r 
thoſe judgements -on the Nations 
which ſhe would not improve; by 
thoſe very Nations' by 'whom ſhe 


would not be i»ffra7ed, ſhe muſt 


L'2 be 


Correftion, 


be deftroyed, Zeph, 3. 8. So Jadahb. 
muſt fee/ what ſhe feared not at a 
diſtance ; ſhe that would: not trem. 
ble at her ſfter; divorce mult ſuffer 
drvorce her elf, and be juaged as 
womens that break wedlock , Cc. 
Ezek. 16. 38. And bear her own 
fname for her fins that ſhe had com- 
mitted more abominable then they, 
yerl. 52. 

Beloved Chriſtians, if we would 
prevent the /ike ſeverity, let us take 
heed of the like /ec#rity ;, God hath 
been a lorpg time ſcourging Eng» 
land upon Germanies back, and up- 
on Jrelanas back , and upon. Scer- 
lands back; God hath for theſe 
many years ſcourged L cndon on the 
back of all the Cities and Comnties 
round about; and God doth dayly 
ſcourge every one of us in particu- 
lar upon the back of our {«ffering 
brethren, in divers kinds; his de- 
ſign is, that we ſhowld fear him, that 
we Ponld receive inſtruttion ,, If we 
altogether fail his expettation, we 
may fear that the /ame rods are 
preparing for. our. backs , where- 
with they hive þ/cd, yea that their 
rods 
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Inflraftion, 221 © 
rods ſhall” be turned irto [corpione A 
fo us; we fin worſe then others, 
when we fin thoſe very ſins for 
which others have been puniſht þe- 
fore our faces, and add contempt to - 
their tranſgreſſions ;, arid how juſt 
will -ic be with God, if as we ag- F 
gravate their /[#s, ſo He aggravate 
gpon us their plagues ; that we that 
would not be bettered by” Gods 
warning pieces ſhould be deſtroyed 
by Gods murdering pieces , that 
we that would not /ce and /ears, 
ſhould fee! and peri; even parti- 
cular 7-dgments ſhonld be our 4+- 
cuments';, Remember © Lots wife, 
her pifar of ſalt ſhould /eaſox our 
hearts, that when the judgments of 
God : are abroad in the Earth, we 


Noc amenta © 
documenta * 


Earth only, but) of Sionalſo, may 

learn Righteonſneſs. Even thofe 
judgments which the A7agifrate 

doth execute by Gods appoint- 

ment, are chiefly for cantiox' to 
ſtanders by , that ethers may hear D*ur. 13. 
and fear, and. do'no more any ſach \** 
wickedneſs, &c, How muck» more 

thoſe fadgments which the Zord 

| L 1$ himſe,” 
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ny Jer.7.1 2+ 


” 2 B-anch 
* of Exhort. 
” to ſuch as 
are under 


þ zfiRion. 


" Take nos 
4 Tice of 
Gods de- 
hgn. 
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| Ia. 53.14. 
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himſelf doth execute ? wid. Pal. 
64.7,8, 9, 2 Pet. 3,6, Whenthe 
father is correRing one chiſd , the 
whole family ſhould fear and 
tremble.* Go to my place in Shiloh, 
ſaich God to the Jews, a»d/ce what 
1 did to it for the Wickedneſs of my 
people iſrael, If we would learn 
by other mens ſufferings, we ſhould 
prev:ir our own, this is the way to 
prevent ſufferings. | | 
]he Lord, make us wiſe to Sal- 
vation. 
I come to the ſecond branch of 
Exhorcation, /c* 
To fuch as yet lie under 
affliction, and the chaſtiſe- 
ments of the Almighty, 
Take nitice, O thou aMliced 
Soul, what Gods deſign is in afflit- 
iog of thee, and make it thy deſign, 
namely, that thou mayſt be ranght, 
that corretion may be turn'd into 
inſtruction, hear the rod, and who 


hath appointed it, It is the great | 


miſtake al folly of men, that they 
make more hafle to get their affli- 
Qions removed then ſanftified; The 
Captive exile haſtencth that he may 

be 


 Inflrufl iow. 


.be looſed , that he ſhould not dye 
8 the pit, &e, 9. d. men would fain 
break priſons , or leap out at the 
window , before God open the door ; 
But this their way 1s their folly : 
ſo the following words imply ; 
But IT am the Lord thy God that di- 
vided the Sea, Whiſe waves roared, 
the Lord of Hoſts s his Name 3 q. d, 
Men would fain be delivered , but 
they take ny the right coarſe , 
Deliverance belongs unto me, 7 
*#12 the Lord thy God that aividcd 
* the Sea, and made ita way for my 
*ranſomed to paſs over, and that 
*when it was moſt tempeſtuous, 
* when the Waves thereof roared : 
*When 1 will deliver, no obZrauf:- 
* ow can ſtand in the way; and yet 
* Iſrael now in captivity will not 
*Hlook to me: I am the Lord of 
* Hofts, that have all the Armies in 
* Heaven and Earth at ay command ; 
*and yet when they are beſieged 
* with troubles and dangers, I can- 
*not hear from them, they ra to 
*the creature, end neglet God, or 
*if they cry to me in their diſtreſ- 
*ſes, it is for deliverance only, but 

L 4 * not 
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Correfl1on, 


” Ia:4 11, 


* not for teaching , though 7 bave 
© put my words in thy month, verl, 16» 


* that is 7 have given them my Laws 
* and Statutes, wherein I have made 
* known my azfigu» in affliftion, 
*why I ſend them into captivity, 
* namely, that there I might 
"TEACH THEM, that/7 » zgbt 
* Bumble them, and prove them, and 
* make them know what is in their 
* heart. This is the ſhorteſt way 
* 0 deliverance, and in this path if 
*th:y had trod, I would have plants 
* ea the Heavens, and laid the foun+ 
* dations of the Earth, verl. 16. even 
*the NEW HEAVENS and 
*che NEW EARTH of 7er#(a 
* ems Reſtoration, and bave ſaid to 
* Sion, T how art my pesple, inthe ſame 
verſe, "This is Gods method wherein 
he will ownhis people, and wherein 
if they meet him, they ſh:ll not ſtay 
longfor their deliveraxce. 

And therefore be wiſe, O then 
affi:led, tefſed with tempeFF, and not 


comforted, be inſtrutled, left Gods. 


Sonl depart from thee, make more 
haſte to be tavght, then to be dels- 
vered ; and chuſe rather to have 
thy 
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TInſtruttion, 225-2 
thy affliction ſanTified, then reme- 5 
ved; that is obſervable in Elhy's 3 
Speech : Hypoerites in heart heap np Job36.1 36 * 
del wrath ( 5. e. add to their own calami- 3 
nr, ties ) why ? they cry not when bind- 
7, ch them, Why as it is, F0b3 4.32. That 
hel which 1 ſte not, teach thoume , if I © 
bt | have done iniquity, I Will do no mare. 
vo : Conſider, 43 
Tr I. That this is Geds deſign, that 1.1f wet 
az | he might reach thee by his chaſtiſe- ©21s 2 I 
If ments, andifthou croſſeſt Gods deſign, 1 7 
2+} it is juſt with God to croſs thy deſign; croſs ours: © 
5-|| if thou wilt not let God have his | 
nfl cnd in i»ſfruftion, he will not let As 
1d | thee have thy end in enlargement , 
e- | The only way to retard deliverance, oo 
to | isto make too m24ch hafte to be delive- 3 
ie | red, and he that believeth will net 
n | make hafte. | ; 
n 2. Conſider, That bare deliver- 2 Dcl've:- 3 
y | ance is not the Bleſſing : I told you 2nceis 
before, that deliverance alone is bur od op F 
# || the. fruit 'of common bownty., Hetell TER oy 
 & you + more now s Deliverance alone | 
i | may be the: frait of the Carſe ; a man 
e | may be delivered in wrath, and not 
- | in /ove; Deliverance from: one af- 
e || fiction may but make way for another; 
Y "ia 5 L 5 .. for 
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Levit. 26, 
27, 238. 


ELevir, 26, 
23> 24. 


| Trisf29 ro 
” kave 2 Mi- 
+ Ron, bur 
- not the 


for a greater: Affliction may return,” 
like the wnclean [jirit , with ſeven. 
more worſe then it ſelf, So God 


threatens an unteachable people ; 7f 
by theſe things ye will not be reformed, 
but will walk contrary to me, croſs my 


deſign in my chaſtiſements , then 


will I walk contrary to you, 1 will 
croſs your deſign and in ſtead of de- 


liverance, 7 Wil puniſh you yet ſeven. 


times more for your fins. The ble(- 
fing of correQion is infiruftion, O 
tet net God go till he bleſs thee, It isa 
ſad thing to have affii@5, but not 
the bleſſing of afflition; to feel 
the wood of the Croſs, but not the 
good of the Croſs, to taſte the 
bitter root , but not the ſweet fruit 
of a ſuffering condition , the 
Carſe, but not the Coraral, Truly 
in ſuch a caſe ove affi#ion may 
not only make way for another, for 


more, for greater, but affliction 


here may' make way for damnation 


hereafter; and as one ſaith wittily, W 


—— by all the fire of afflition in 
this world, a man may be but per- 
boild for Hell, And therefore mind 
inſtrution , Rudy the Leſſons of a 

| "© =. ., Jones 
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" Inflruftion, 2EF 
ſuffering condition, #t /ap. and be 
importunate for nothing ſo much 
as to be taught of God; and to be 
taught not with a commecs teach- 
ing, but that ſpecia/, Covenant, 
aving teiching, which changeth the 
Soul into the vatare of the 7"rath, and 
and - makes the Soul holy as it is holy, 
and pare as itis pure , and beavenly 
as it is heavenly , He for oar prefit, 
that We might be partakers of his ho- -3 
lizeſs, Heb. 12 10 } 
' Third Branch of Exhortation, 3 Branch 3} 
To them that are come out of af- of Extorte ©! 
flition and fiery tryals, Sit down, _ 4 
Chriltian, and refleft wpon thy elf, forh of af- -} 
turn in upon thine own heart, exa- fit ow. + 
mine thy ſelf, Have reachings ac- . 
companied chaſtiſements > hath the 
rod budded ? caſt up thy accounts ; 
What haſt thou learned in the 
School of Affiiftion ? Not to go, 
over the larger Catechiſm of thoſe 
twenty Leſſons again , view the 
"i 4bbreviate; Hath God diſcovered to | 
thee the /i»fulneſs of fin, the empti- 
neſs of the Creature , the falneſs of ; 
Chrift? Is no evil like to the evil f1 
of ſin? * no good like to Peſus ; 
, Cbriſt ? 


eg 
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 Fornica- Chriſt ? is the world become an 


wer auim: empty varity, a mockery, a nothing 
ec in thine eyes ? Canſt thou ſay, it # 
__—— good T have been affiifted ? and canit 
—— point out that gooa , and ſay, 
Eqiepi=s This I had, this 1 have got'by my 
| 14 & liqui- ſufferings; / know divine Truth 
{dann more inwardly, more clearly, more 
| vent nf 
L eumredt EAprrimentally , more powerfully , 
© ad te Ang. More ſweetly, then ever, it hatha 
| Confell.], more abiding impreſſion upon my 
2 2.C.5» heart? 
I would ſpeak a word. 
I, To them that can evidence 
theſe teachings to their own 
Souls, | 
2, To them that cannot. 

Firſt, To thoſe who through grace 
do fiud the fruit of afflition 1nthe 
ſavory and ſaving teachings of God 
npon their hearts; let me by way of 


Exhortation commend a threefold 


De. dee.” Sie: a. * a 


$3 duty to you. | 
| Three du- 7. Study to be thax' ful. | 
 UicS, 2, Labour to preſerve the teach- \ 


 #ng- of God upon thy ſpirit. | 
I © 3. Learn tO pray for them that 
= are afſiifted, and what to 


PLAY, 
| Firſt, 
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 E-rſt, Stady to bethankfal , Hath 1 Duty, 3 


JN Cod taught thee 23s wel] as chaſliſed Thenkful=3 
a thee? O ſay with David, what 51_......:? 


The priv's; 
ſhall I render to the Lord ? Forcon- dyes of 2 


7, & ſider how great things God hath done beirg #2 
y Þ for thy Soul. x _ "7 
h 1. God hath done more for thee, correfted, 


e | then if he had never brought thee \, |. 
» | into afſiiflion and trouble, or then-berrer |} 
a if he had þropght thee ont the ſame d-liver- 
y | 443 on which he ſent thee 5» , if he 294+ 
had delivered thee upon the fr/# 
prayer that ever thou madeſt in thine 
>  affliion, it had not been a compa- 
rable mercy to his teachings of thee 
BS by afflition; Preventio® and dels- 
verauce may bein wrath, at ſup. but 
God never teacheth the Soul but it is 
in /ove. 3 
2. God hath doubled his mercy - 2. Itis a* 
and loving kindneſs to thee, he hath double, a 2 
commanded deliverance and inftru- — ; 
Hon tO, a itWifted mercy, yea, as F 
Delwverance and J»ſtruftion were 
the return of Prajer, a treble, a 
mulriplhed mercy, which ſhould 
greatly endear the heart to God, ard 
make it ſing with David, 1 wil ove  _ * 
the Lrd, becauſe he hath hiard the Playi tc, : 
EET, 4 
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, Correftiuon, 


return of prayer in a ſingle delive- 
rance, God expects the return of 
I praiſe , Call upon me in the day of 
FPſa,g0.15, trouble, 1 will deliver thee, and thou 
: ſhalt glorifie me, how much more 
when he Wreaths and:wsifs his mer- 
cies one in another, ? double and tre. 
ble and multiplyed mercy, calls for 
double and treble and multiplyed 
thankfulneſs; when God loads us with 


. praiſes. 

£3.2ſca!of 3, Inuſtrutftion is the Seal of God, 
| Adopricn. which fer upon Corref#;on doth 
1 ſeal up Adoption and Son-ſhip, to 
| Heb. x32, fhem that are exerci/ed thereby , the 
IT chilaren of affliction are , by Divine 
: Teaching , ſealed up the children of 
promiſe : If bis chilaren forſake my 
| Law , ſpeaking of Chriſts ſpiritual 
* Pſa.89.31, Seed, I will viſit their tranſereſſion 
| 32,33 With 4 rod, &c, but my loving kind- 
| neſs will I mot take awa); I will vi- 
fit them with the rod, that is, I will 
teach them with the rod, it ſhall be 
a rod of Inſtraftion to them, that is 
: the. childrens portion , if bi chit- 
| Hib.12 7. dren forſake me, &c. God on 
x WiC 
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 Inflraftien. "23 
with you as with Sons, Behold oh 
hou Chriſtian ſoul, God hath done 
that for thee in thy /ufferings, which 
poſſibly be denyed thee in thy pro- 
perity , given thee an Evidence of 
thy Son-fhip , he hath made thy ſaf- 
fering time thy ſealing time; and 4 
bath allured thee and bronght thee Hol, 2.14; } 
into the wilderneſs , and there hath F 
Spoken comfortably to thy heart. 

Thy Patmos hath been thy Paradice 

wherein he hath given thee his 

loves. 4 
4. God hath conſecrated thy /xf- 4. S f r= 

ferings by his Teachings; 4 ffliffie gs are 3 

ons have taken Orders as it were, — ax 

and ſtand no longer in the rank of ***" 

Ordinary Providences ; but ſerve 

now in the Order of Gefpe! Ord;- 

#anees, officiating in the holy gar- 

ment of Divine Fromiſes, and to the 

ſame Uſes, What is the great end 

and deſign of the Promiſes ? the 

Apoſtle tels us, 2 Pet. 1.4, There 


j are given to us exceeding great and 


precious Promiſes , that by them we 
ſhould be partakers of the divine na* 
tare, 1, e, of gracious diſþoſitions and 
qualities, wbich make the ſoul m_ 

(4 


T1 Ee =>? "I * I, Sr 
ae... T2 
7 $4 


y LT 1a. ; x” 
Mo a It XR ya _—— "5 
I - OT ov & > 
40 SISz 


Fo dere RT ODS XS. = HO, outs bom 4, « 2s "3 LS ” ar PF 
OE ac LS 7 Y «< SY Se 
> 400 by. -- , = 
Om i. : 
; C b, ? 


E232 : 
ble God, holy as he is hely, &c. this jg 
the end of Divine: Promiſes and Or« 
dixances ; and mark, what the Apo- 
ſtle Peter affirms of the Promiſes, 
the very [ame doth the Apoſtle Paxl 
4 afficm of Gods chaſtiſements, He for 
; * our profit, that we might be PARTA. 
—_ ate His HOLINES : See, by 
veriue of divine teaching afflitiong 
advanced tothe ſame degree and office 
with Goſpel Ordinances ana Pro» 
miſes, ſo that what hinders, why 
we may not pive thoſe ticles of ho- 
nour to Affittions, which the Apo. 
| ſle here piyes to the Promiſes, and 
| Toyo is ſay, There are given mnto us exceed- 
| 15GIVEN zug great and precions Aﬀiitions, 
: 6644 that by them we might be partakers 
þ beleve, bt pr” 1 ime 1 that 1 a 
E 7 ſuffer. of the divine nature, is , ade 
> Ph1. 1.29; Partakers of hu holineſs, See, O 
: thou afflicted foul, by :eaching God 
hath changed the very nature of af- 

fligion.; He hath rarncd thy water 

into wine 3 a priſon, a bed of ſick- 

neſs, into a fchool, into a temple, 

wherein he hath zazght thee into his 

| 5. The ſuf- Own /ikeneſs- 

: ___ 5. As God hath conſecrated thy 
Hap d, cera- ſufferings, ſo. he hath cones 
; 1 | thee 
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OH hee allo by thy (ſufferings. AS it 1s : 
WM faid of Chriſt, He made the Captain Heb. 2.10, | 
'Wof onr Salvation perfef® through y 
{offerings 5 Texeraoa he conſun- 
B mated, or perfeted ; Chriſt became 
Wa perfet Mediator by bis paſſion; ; 
the Croſs was the complement and Job.19.30 
abſolation of his CMeadiatory-office ;, Tranſatta * 
ns hence you hear him cry upon the ſunt omnis, | 
ce Croſs, Thins; Jt is finiſhed And F 
'0* thus alſo may it be ſaid of the mem- 
ly if bers of Chriſt, they are perfeted by 
0- /+ferivgs;, Chaſtiſement being cou- 
= If pled with reaching, is the (onſecras 
d  :55% and Con[armmaticn of the 
i= N Saints : 1 fill up, feicth Panl, that Y 
's | Which ; Behind of the affiictions of C:l 1.24. © 
sf Chriſt in my fleſh, the after-ſuffer- 74 Y5*p» * 
e | ings of Chriſt. As Chriſt asa Me- wala. 
) F diater, ſo Chriſt as one Body, with 
J his members, is compleated by ſaffer- 
al 


ings, 1 fill up tharwhichis behind : 
C brift is not ful till all his members 
have had their meaſare of ſufferings ; ; 
> | You have need of patience , that 4 
\ | when you have Pl the Will of God, S—— bc 
you may inherit the Promiſes. : 
When we have done Gods will; af 


z not done; there is ſomewhat to 
| be 


*"e Spe a EN , = ”% & 
: : We 


OY 


Correflion, of 

be /affered, without which che Chri. 

ſan is not in a capacity to receive 
his inheritance, you have need of 

patience , (c. to carry you through. 
the ſuffering part of your work, as 

well as the d ing, that fo being per- 
fe , you may inherit the Pro- 


a —_— I. —— uh PIE 7 


| miſes. 
6.Crom'd Laſtly, By adding inſtruQion to 
* Bicſtng, Correftion, God hath crown'd thee | 
” Heisbleſ. 91th the bleſſing « * Bleſſed # the 
| ſed, quiae- may Whom thow chaſfteneſ® and 
 Juditi #4 reacheft : God hath turn'd the 
;  omrevG Crown of thorns into a Crown of 
tet 766 £914, and ſet it on thy bead, and now |. 
5.17. rings thee forth wearing thu 
Crows, and ſhews thee, as it were, 
to the world asa monument of fee. 
grace, prochiiming before thee, Thas 
ſhall it be done to the man whom God 
_ will honoar. 

Well then, Chriſtian, take up thy 
guid retribaam? ſit down and con- 
ſult with thine own Soul, what to 
render. for ſo rich a mercy ? and be. 
hold, itis reſolved to thy hand : Pſa, 
$O. 15. 7 will deliver thee, and 
THOU SHALT GLORIFIE ME : 
Behold God hath not only d:/iver- 


ed, 


Fl 


i, ; ed, but tawght thee, now therefore 
'F be expeReth glory from thee. 


"a Tnfiruftun. 2 T5 


— it 


Gloritie God, Gr 3 
1. With thy lips, I cryed to him . . 


with my lips, and hewas GLORT ,; iv, 


[FIED withwy T ONGUE: Let 
the /ip of prayer be turn'd into the 


tongue of praiſe , make your tongues - 
your glory, by proclaiming Geds glo- 
r7; be telling what great things 
God hath done for you; ſay with 
David, Come and hear all ye that . 3 
fear God, and 1 will tell you what he P[1-66.17 Þ 
bath done for my Soul: abundantly  _. ; 


utter the memory of his great good- 
| nes, make his praiſe glorious, Extol 


him in Pſalms of Thankſpiving : 


\ Sing unto the Lord, O Je Saints of P{al. ;0 4 ” 


his, give thanks at the remembrance A 
of hes holineſs * He that offereth me Pla.50.23. "7 
praiſe, GLORIFIETH ME. | 
2. Glorifie Ged with thy life, ** Wh 
live his praiſe; hath God raught 1% _ 
thee? If thou wouſdſt glorifie God, . 
go and put all the Zeſſons which 
thou haſt learned snco prix: : foew E 
forth the graces of him that bath i Per.2 9. 
called thee out of darkneſs into his |, __ 1 
marvelous light ; print them in ſuc lencies, | 
a 
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236 __ Correflion, | 
a legible character, that who fo ram 
may read: Lip-praiſe is good , bulif<* 

Life-praiſe 1s better, He that offers 

me praiſe glorifieth me, and' to him” 

Pſa.50.21; that ORDERETH HIS CONVERSF< 

50-2!" SATION ARIGHT wil 7 fbewÞ*" 
the Salvation of God: It is goodſ 

Loquere it to fprak ſo, that men may ſee; that: 

ie videa{ fanders by may be Gods witneſſesF* 

and yours, that you are taught of" 

Cod, and fay, Lo what hath God” 

wrought ? how holily, and humbly, 

and fraitfally, and ſelf-denyingly do) h 

theſe ſervants of God: walk inc} 

they came ont of tribulation ? LiveF* 
fo , that yom may take off the 

[candal of the Crofs of Chriſt, andF! 

c 
j 


E.- bring men i»to love with a /uffering 

| © Mar. 516, condition ; * Let joar light ſurne before 

3 " men, that they may ſer your good 

——_ works, andglorific your Father which, of 

> Jucidifi- # in Heaven, *that you maybe a I 

| micvirtu-. little "Heaven ſparkling with bright F* 
rum fielus ſtars of divine graces, as it was faid Þ 
exomaium gf 7ofeph. ; | 4 
3+ Be rea- 3. Now God hath caught thee, c 
eytoreach be thou ready to teach others : It is © F 


* Calum 


others. a debt which thou oweſt to al thou I” 
converſeſs with ; phen thou art” g 
' converted, 


Taſirnft 100. 


wverted , ſtrengthen thy Brethres, 
ommunicate what God hath 
rught chee co thy noke-fellow, chil- 
p: Marcs, ſervants, friends, upon all 
Reffealonable opportunities. Sandtificd 
-wHknowledge is communicative; Free- 
od tho haſt received, freely give. 
narfſ* God neyer /ighted tha candle, that 
eg: ſporuld be -put awnder the bed, or 
Rexnder the bauftrl, the bed of plea- 
1R/zre, or the buſhe! of prsfit , but that 


. . 


Ithy converſation, and ſo ſhine before 
Sen, that they. may ſee, and plorifie 
Shy Father which is in Heaven. 


he FT his is 5»deed to glorifie God, And 
id {bus much for the brit Duty. I 


ome to the ſecond Duty ; and 
hat is: 

Labour to preſerve the teachings 
f God upon thy Spirit, Study how 
Fo maintain that ſweet gracious 
+ {frame of heart into which God bath 
:aught thee by afition. It isthe 
Fducy which Chriſtians ſhould pra- 
- FRiſe, as oft as they come from the 
JVerd, or' any other divine Ordi- 
Ynance: When wecome out of a 


$S:bbath, we ſhoutd fic down, rd 


; 


eb{erve. 


*Matk 4, 
"3 © 


Fit may be put into the candleFich of. 


2 Duty, 
IT o pre- 
ſerve a 
Loos frame 
«| ſp1Lir, 


Correttion, 


obſerve with What frame of ſpirit 
God ſends us away from the Ordjs 
nance; If the Ordinance hath Jeſt 
no *{avory gracious -impreſſion. upon 
the heart, to lie in the d»ſ#, and 
mozrn, and commune with our own 
hearts, and Jament "after God : 1 
there be an Ordinanxce-frame, we 
ſhould rejoyce in it, b/e/#Ged for it 
and labour to keep #p fuch a frame 
upon. the heart till the »ex: /olemm 
approach to God. Chriſtians, how 
much more ſhould this be our care 
and ftudy when' we come out'sf 
Gods farnace , that ſolemn Ord 
nance of afi1on, to labour to main- 
tain that melting frame of heart, that 
warmth and bear, that life and vigor 
which we, have brought with us out 
2 John 3. Of affliction, Look to your ſelves, 
that ye loſe not thoſe things Which God 
hath wrought in you. To that end 
Meansro Cakea few Means or Helps. 
preſerve a Firſt, Be often reading over the” 
good frame LESSONS which Ged hath tanght y 
_ you ; frequently revive the remem-| V 
RY * bGrance of them in yonr heads, and] C 
"vn a work the impri/Nons of them upon] #1 
Lefſons, your hearts: labour not only to /ap\ E 
them 


bs. 
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them without book, but indeed to 
get them by heart. I tell you Chris. 
itians, you have need to take much 


pains with your felves, to keep the + 


Teachings of God alive mpon your 
ſpirits : For be ſure of this, chat 
you will finde a great difference be- 
tween your hearts yet under afliti. 
on, and when the afflition is taken 
off ; and withont infinite watchful- 
neſs your hearts wiil be z00 hard for 
you : The heart #s aeceitful above 
all things, and deſperately wicked. 
There 15 much, of a Pharaoh.like 
diſpoſition in every man, very prone 
to harden When the ſtorm #5 over, 


fit is ſad and wonderful to conſider, 
how a corruption will lie as if it 


were quite dead , while danger and 
death are before us , and how ſnd- 
denly and powerfully it will revive, 
and without ſpecial take heed, be- 
tray the Soul, when the danger 
over, That Caution which God 


y by Aoſes gave the 7/raelites in the 


wilderneſs, may make every wiſe 
Chriſtian to tremble : / kxow their 
imaginations, which they go about 


EVEN NOW, BEFORE 7 have 
brought 


Jer, 17. 9. 


Deur, 3x: 
"2 0 


5 HC 5 2 
Rs I ID, 7" 2 dnl 
p) ” EE + 


- 
_— 


Correft0z, 


His fons 
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Hieron, 


.ous and opportenities ? And theres- ; 


Prov. 4 23. 
gence.. or as the Hebrew ; braſeth 


brought them into the Land , whic 
1 ſware. Their hearts were ſecret-' 
ly. -projelling for their /uſts., even 
while they were yer ſmartivg under 
the rod; and in the howling wilder 
eſs they are forecaſting how to ſa. 
tisfie ſenſe , and ſerve their carnal! 
intereſts, when they ſhould come 
into the Land that flowed with-milk 
and honey. Poſfibly, theſe were not 
down-right reſolves, but faich the 
Lord, 1 know their imaginations 
O my Brethren, we ſhould harken 
to the whiſperinge of Zuft in our 
own boſoms, and labour to ſuppreſs 
thern; .to cruſh the Serpent while it 


11S in the /be/!, for if there be ſuch 


floatings of ſin in the imagination, 
while yet in durance, what proje t- 
ing and contrivements will there” 
be in the heart when liberty and 
enlargement ſhail preſent zemptati- ! 


fore keep we our hearts with all dili- 


i 


it, of ,all keepings keep our hearts, 
ar out of them come the iſſues of 
life : and when the days of the affli-.; 
Aion and ttoublz are gone, work |, 

Traths,.| 


| 
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Inflruttion. 241 bk. 
Fruths, and Connſels received, fre- - © 
quently and fixedly upon your Cop- - 
{ciences; that you may ; like good 
1 Scribes , inftratled to the Kingdom 
'F of God, bring ont of your treaſures' 
things neWw and eld; and hayealways 
in a readineſs wherewith to oppoſe 
and check temptation , and may 
= every Lefſos. wbich God 
ach taught you , in the ſeaſon 
the thereof, | : A 
ms Secondly, Revew, alſo, often up- , yew, ? 
cen} on your Souls , the remembrance of Rency the! 
out the  foarpneſs and bitterneſs of the 1ememe © 
eſe} affliftion ::it will be a. notable cop. renee F 
ett] redive to ſenſuality, and give check Ty © 
hy ro fuful exceſſes. The fleſh" will 

o, quickly grow wanton when it find- 
3-1] eth eaſe; Jeſurnn, when' the _ E 
re 5 was got from under the yoke quickly ,.. .. 3 
nd waxed fat, and kicked; They ſoon \<, FD 
tz" forgat "his works, they waited wot Pſal. 106, ? 
Ef for hi connſel, but luſted exceeding- 13+ | 
li} h:WORKS and COUNSEL, 
hy CHASTISEMENTS and 
s, | TEACHINGS were quickly 

of | forgotten, when once the affiiRion 
i-.4 was over\, They quickly-forgot a 
barren wilderneſs, in a land that fow- 
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ed With milk and honey: They waited | 
yot for hu Counſel . they grew 
weary of Counſel, when once free 
from Correfion; and choſe rather 
co walk by the diQate of their own 
laſts, then of Gods Laws, till at 
length God grew as weary ( if I may 
ſo ſay ) of connſelling, as they were ' 
of being counſeled ; and gave them. 
#p to their-own hearts luſts, to walk 
in their own connſels ; That they 
that would not [ive by Gods conn- 
ſels , ſhould :periſhs by their own. 
And therefore , -you that are come 

out of the houſe of bondage, . remem- 
ber the ſorrows of a ſuffering con- 
dition; ſer not your heart ſo much 
upon the plea/are of your preſent 
ewlargement , as upon the birtermeſs 
of your former caprivity, The 
C hurch found great advantage in.it, 
when returned from Babylon :. Res 
membering mine. afſiition . and my 
miſery, the wormword axd the gall, 
my Seal hath thy CON TINU-» 
ALLY is remembraxce + ;and-whae 
was the fruit of ic ?. itfollows, , Aud 
& bumbled' in me : The meaying- i 
this - The people of y God among. the 


Jews 


my » 


g F x . L3 COtP a a 
4 ar Raf X35 Re : "I RB, "5? ) tbh He, < 
- br 2 + T4005 a. $ #. ns Os I n þ * » WB $ gs” 
p . "% : _ 


Inftraftion. 


== ne 


Jews ( chat deſired to keep cloſets: 
God aftcr their great deliverance ) 
experiencd a ſeriozs- and conſtant 


remembrance of thoſe' ſeventy years - 


ſufferings , to be an excellent pre- 
{ervative to that bumble and gra- 
cious frame of heart; which Coil 
wrought them into,in their captivity: 
And yet that is not all; As remem- 
brance of affliction prefer ved Hami- 
lity, ſo Humility ſtrengthened Faith: 
This I recall to 'mind, therefore 
have I HOPE : Tribealation 
wrought patience , and patience exe+ 
perience , and experience H OP E; 
&c. By the kindly operation 'of 
the remembrance of former Diſ- 
penſations,, ſhe begin to conceive 


good HOPE through grace, that 


God” had not 'chaſtened Her in 
wrath, but in /ove; andthat all her 
Tribulations were the frxit of the 
Promiſe, not of the T hreatening ; 4 
Bleſſing, not a Cxrſe, Go youand 
do likewiſe. 


have had in your boſoms in the 
M 2 nes 


ber all 
Thirdly, Call often to mind the your un» 

ſad diſcourſes and reaſonings, 

fears and tremblings, Which" youw.. ona. 


the come: y 


carrie 
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3 Help, 
Remeng- 
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3 244 


" lieving concluſions ſhe made in 


times of trouble and diſtreſs : Thus * 
the Church, Lam. 3.17. 1 forgat 
proſperity ; She had been ſo longin a 

fuffering condition, that now ſhe can 
ſcarce remember that ever ſhe ſaw « | 
good day in all her life; and artlength., 
ſhe ts down, and giveth her ſelf up 
to deſpair; AudT SATD, my ſtrength 
aud my hope 3s periſhed from the 
Lord, She remembreth what un- 


her aMicion; I SAID, &c. And 
ſo the Prophet Feremiah, Verl: 54. 
Waters flowed over mine head ; then 
I SAID, 1 am ct off, when he 
began to yk in the mire, he remem- 
breth how his hears began to ſink 
with fear, he callethto mind, what 
faithleſs language his heart ſpake ; 
I SAID, Jamcutoff. , 
Thus David, I SAID i» mypaſ- 
fron, &ec. Pſal. 31.22,9nd116. 11, 
and fonah 2. 4, THEN I SAID, 
1 am caſt out of thy ſight. Heze- 
kiah makes a large narrative of 
what- d5ſcomr/ſes he had in his own 
Soul, what time be had received the 
ſentence of death; and leaveth it in 
writing to all poſterity; J/a. 38. 9. 
| «THE 
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TH E WRIT ING of Hexzekiah Ifa. 38. 9% 
King of fudah , when: he had beew ** * 


ich; I SAID in the cntting off 

= days :. what did he fay Þ £4 
he uttered very ſtrange complaints 
for fuch an eminent Saintas he was, 
] fpall go to the gates of the grave ; 
] am deprived of the refidgue of my 
gears, 1 ſball behold man- no more 
with the inhabitants, of the world, 
mine age #s departed ; and a great 
deal more to that purpoſe; The ſum 
whereof is this, 7 hall dje, 1 ſoall' 
dye ; I muft take my leave of this 
World , and worms muſt cat my fleſh 
in the grave, &c. Such ancomely 
words he uttered, but he remembereth 
them afterward, and 'is contented 
to /3yme himſelf for them to all the 
world , he puts his fle/a/y complaints 
in print, that he may hambl: him. 
ſelf, and camtion, yea and comfort, 
others, 

And thus, Chriſtians, ſhonld we 
do; we ſhould call ro mind our 
SAIDS; 5. e. we ſhould fic down 
and recount the impatiencics and 
ſhort-fhiritedneſſes , the marmar 
and wnbelief , the love of a preſent 

= M 3 world, 
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world , the fear of death, the hard 
thoughts of God; all the irregalarities 
and diffempers of our own ſpirits, in 
the time of Tribulation, I ſaid, 1 
{aid,” &c. Doubtleſs it would be of 
ſingular noſe, as, to hamble our Seals, 
and tO check corruption, (0, to endear 
and preſerve. the Teachings of God 
upon Four Souls; while you might 
tune Davids Thankſgiving ( conceived 


upon ſome ſuch like occafion,) Good 


and upright is the Lord , therefore will 
re TEACHSINNERS z#» the 
Way; 9. 4. I ſinned againſt the Lord. 
in my aflittion, by my impatience, ' 
unbelief, unhambledueſs, &c. yet 
He was pleaſed , not alcogetber to. 
leave me without the Teachings of 


his Spirit? not becauſe 7 was goed, 


but becauſe He's good: not becauſe 
1 jleaſed HIM , but becauſe Aer- 
cy pleaſed HTM, not becauſe i was 
apright before. Him , but becauſe 
He was UPRIGHT, true and} 
faich'ul to his own Promiſe, bath he 
doneit, Good and npright is the Lord, 
and therefore HE hath TAUGHT 
me, though I was @ finer, in the 
way, | HY 


Fourth! y, 


8. + NY 


[l 


er rr 0. ._ .v 0 _y WW wu” tk. W 


= wu a 


' wickedly, I Will do fo no more, But 


'terozs NO more; I will »#rmar no 


"thee, Thou art the Guide of my 
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'Fourthly , Remember your Yows. 4 Means | 
When God, by the fire of afflition, Rrmem-" 
ſhew'd you your foly, diſcovered to I*7I%r » 
you the. hidden corruption of your OE |} 
hearts, and brought your ways and 
doings tO remembrance , Which Were 
ot good, you were aſhamed, yea, 
even: confounded; and faid, as it is 
in Job, Lord, wherein 1 have done 


take heed it be not fo with you, 3s 
it was with backſliding 1/rae/, of 
whom God thus complaineth ; Of Se 
old time T bave broken thy yoke, and Jer: 2. 10.) 
bart thy bands, and thou ſaidſt, 1 | 
WILL NOT TR A NSGRESS: 
g9. d, T brought thee, hnndreds of 
years fince, out of the Zand of E- 
7 ypt, out of the hoxſe of bandage, and 
then thon madeſt me fair promiſes, 
'1' remenjber ' the kindneJs of thy 
month , the love of thine eſpoaſals, 
yverſ. 2. Thou faidit, 7 wit do /0 wo 
more : Lord, Ile be” covetors no 
more, and ids/atroxs no more, adal- 


more} T. will no more depart. from 


yoath, Good words, had ſhe been as 
| M4. good 
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good* as. her word: but Oh read what- 
tolloweth, and: cremble ; when wpon: 
every . high hill,” and under every | | 
green tree , than wanareſt ,. playing. 
the harlet : 5, e, no ſooner her od i 
heart and her old temptations met, Nl 
but preſently they fell into mutual. NN 
embraces 3 and. this-is. the temper. of | 
'£ ur hearts, for all the world  * we: 
-* Nuper are very good while we are 5x affli- 
| we cujufſ- £;0n, and promiſe fair; but.no ſooner 
Darn anic* the tryal over, but we forget Gods 
 tkonuix Teachings and d 
F admonuit Teachings and our owns Yows , an 
| optimos effe return into the-+ ſame courſe and 
| nes dem faſhion of conyerſation as. before. 
- injs:mi ſ4- Now therefore, if you: would pre-. 
| os bp ſerve the Teachings of God upon 
” 2d Max, Your, ſpirits, ſit down, remember 
Jour vows, and ſpreading them be- 
4 fore the Lord, ſay with David., I 
* Pal. 66, Will pay thee. my vows, which my lips 
3,14 Have uttered, and. my month hath 
| ſpoken, when I was in trouble, Lord, 
through grace afliſting, 1 will be as 
reay to pay my vows, now I am 
£ well, as I. was to make vows when 
4 Pla.56.12, As fic2, &c. THY VOWS are 
E #pon me, 1 will render praiſes unto 
thee, When you have made good 
- _ _Faowsg, 
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Vows, be as carefal to make good : 
your Vows unto the Lord : Yow, and Pſa 75.1123 
P A Y unto the Lord your God. ; 3 

In the fifch place, If you would 5 Her, 
preſerve the teachings of God upon — I 
thy heart, attend conflantly and con- gy, | 

{cionably upon the Miniftry of the 1 
rord. The truth is, the zyord and 
the Rod teach the ſame Zeſſons. . The 

| Red many times is but the words 
REMEMBRANCER.: And 
therefore as. the Rod quickens the 
word, ſe the Word (back again) will 
revive and ſanfifie the teachings of 
the Rod : They mutually help to ſet 
one another with deeper impreſſions. 
And - _ WISDOM, E 
watching dayly at her gates, Waitins p.oy g.14. 
at the "ST " ber > Pl if then on” ; 
would{t be bleſſed. It. will be of a 
twofold advantage. 

I. It -: will help your memories < 
As the Rod repeateth the word , fo 
the ord -will repeat the inftruci- 
ons of the Rod; the Goſpel will 
bring - to. remembrance what you 
have learned in the - School: of £/- 
Fon. 

' 2. It will quicken affeftion: To 

a Ms hear 
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Faw "cow, | 
bear that repeaced by the 7:// ſweet: 
wojce of the Goſpel , which ' before. 
God taught you-in the voyce of 
: thander, this cannor, but. affefF, and 
| Devr c.,. Dake you beſpeak the Goſpel , as 
Fas. ſens once the 7/rac/ites did Iſoſes, Sprak. 
4 thou xnto ws all. that the, LORD onr 
God ſpall ſpeak, unto thee, and wt will 
hear it. aud .do it. but let na-not hear. 
the woyce of God any more, that ter- 
rible voyce of Judgment, /«/# we dye. 
And certainly God will take it as 
well at your -hands as he-did at //- 
E racls, and will anſwer. in ſome ſuch 
language, 7 have heard the waice of 
this people , they have well ſaid all. 
that they have ſpoken: O that there 
=» were ſuch. an heart in them, that 
| Verle 29. they wonld fear me, and keep my 
-- Commandments, that it might be well 
with them, and that I mighe nor bring. 
upon them. ſuch evils as I have done, 
4 any more. | 
6 Means, OG, Be often ferding that frame of 
| Feeda heart which God hath taught thee 
$900 frame 579: do byit, as thou dayly begpelt 
0f,2ca1t: God would do by thee, Give #t day. 
by day its dayly bread ; Meditations - 
/nitable to the natare. of that grace 
RE: | which, 


F to che Leſſon : Take heed of feeding 


| Infiruftion. 23+ 
which thou \wouldſt maititaing . ' 
threatenings , promiſes, truths; 
Scripture-confiderations, agreeable 


b——— 


corrnption - with thoughts. . of the 
ſweetneſs 'that is in fn, take heed 
of ſtarving grace” by - withdrawi 
from it ſuitable a/iment, . You wi 
require the b/a2d of your [ufants 
that are ſtarved at the Nr/es hands , 
Will not God -be much more jealous 
over - the births and iſſues of his own - 
Spirit ?' Meditate much -upon the 
Sinfalneſs.. of fix, the Emptizeſs of 
the Creature, the Falneſs of Chriff, 
the exquiſiteneſs ot his Smfferings, 
the ſeverity of the laſt Judgment, 4 
the rorments of Hel, the joys of 2A 
Heaven, the infinite Perfeflions of the "I, 
Divine Nature, and the horror of ,,,...- + 
Eternity. Rich in Meditation, and ,, mentis 
richin grace. - » diffatio, 
7, And laſtly, Be mach in prayer, 7 Bip: 
As it was:not enough for 'Godto 
make the firff” Creation, but he muſt 
wphold' it by the word of his _ power, 
or elſe it would quickly havereturn- 
ed into its firſt Nothing , ſo it-is 
with the ſecond Creation, und 
rae 
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A ; 252 Correftion, . | 
Heb. 12.3. the Finiſher as well as the Author 
Phil, x. 6, of grace, Hethat hath began a good' 


work in you, muſt jerfett it, Sta: 
bility . onely comes from the aw: 
changeable God, and therefore pray, 
that God would put of his «»: 
tf. - Changeableveſs upon you, Pray as 
Af: & Luther was wont tO pray, Confirm 
Mon. far. O- Lord: in us. what: tho baſk. 
ET77 wranght , and perfett the work thou 
haſt begun. in us ts thy Glory, ſo. bt 
it; which , he ſeems.to have taken 
our of P/al. 68. 28. Strengthen, 0 
God , that. which thou haſt Wrought 
in us. Pray that prayer which David 
prayed over that /zberal frame of 
heart . which Ged had formed.in his 
people for the ſervice of the Temple? 
O' LORD. God of Abraham, and TI: 
J - p_  faac, and Jacob our Fathers, KEEP 
P20 THISFOR EVR in the ima> 
4 gination of the thoughts of the beart of 
thy-- people, and PREP ARE their 
heart unto thee; or * STABLISH 
their heare. Oh be earneſt with God 
for ability .of heart, that thy goud- 
neſs may not be as..a morning cloud, 
and as.the early dew, but that it may 
(in ſome proportion ) reſemble;ithe 
"TIE: | Anthor 
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y, | ſaxttified for this gracious end, labor, «76s 3 
: | Chriſtians, to be ſuch ove of your-afs 7.7 Fa 
as  fliGtions, as you promiſed God and ;yumini-. 
7m Four ſelves to be when you were i” ;, bus phitoſo* 
1/4 | that neither God nor your own Souls pbi docers-! 
ou | may have cauſe to repent of your ſuf-{9171% 
be || ferings; that the fruit of chaſtening '2* 17. 
n | maybe } Repentance never to be unrts. hique preci=? 
Q || pented of, i; e.:* never to fall back a- pere, ut t4-} 
t | gain: Having in your troubles re- {5 oe ſau? 
d || | pented of your ſins, take heed when 7 el 
f | you are delivered, that: you repent ver [hl 
s. | not of your.zepentarce ; and he-that ;wfimur | 
? | doth not repent of his repentance infrmi, 
* | now, ſhall never have cauſe co repent P!ia cp 26: 
? || for his repentance hereafter, ; + HA 
- | * And thus | have done with the ſe- {>< 7+ 
g cond Duty of thoſe who — of non 
grace do. find they have been taughe 2 
by affliftion,. 3 6 E. 
ve , J come now to the Third Duty.- + 3 Dury, 4 
Pray for :the affiifted ; and when Pray for 
| youpray, fay, Zord; teach them, as ** 3ite | 
well as correft them, that they may be ** ©} 
blejed,' O pray - thus for. ENG: 


bg > 
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wat. 


7 Corret1ion, 


E "LAND, ſhe hath been a longtime © 
2 ſorely chaſtiſed of the Lord, and yet 
hath beenall this while /ike 4 Bullock, 
wnaccuſtomed to the yoke, O pray, 
| Tarn us Lord, and we ſhall be turned, 
a thou 'avt the Lord onr God. Pray; 
Lok x9 42 that God would teach ENGLAND 
b in thus day of her viſitation the things 
- of her peace before they be hid from 
her eyes. O pray that we may: be 
INSTRUCTED, leſt Gods ſoul depart * 
from us : If Correiicon'go not forth 
into. Inſtraftion 3 if England be not 
at length reformed by all the judp- 
; ments of God upon her, ſhe hath ſeen 
=" her beſt days, and may expe to be 
Jer 6.% made deſolate, a Land not inhabited: 3 
2 | there is no 4a/m for our ps, :nei- 
_ ther any Phyſician that can Bal our 
malady. 

Pray thus forall your friends, who 
are or have been in the furnace of 
aſſii41on ; pray that. they may come 
forth gold purified ſever times in the 
"a that they may loſe nothing there 

their rf and droſs, 'Pray; Lord, 
what they ſee not, teach them, and if 
they have done wickedly, les rhem do. 
4 #0 more. - One great' uſe. Tſe 
Chuiſ- 
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Chriltians ſhould make of reading 


the Scriptare, is to learnfrom thence 


the {arguage of prayer. And oh that 


the profeſſors of 'this age would in 
ehis particular learn what -to pray, 


and how to pray for their bretbren in 
tribulation: O that they would cen- 
ſare leſs, and pray more, and inſtead 
of ſpeaking one of another, ſpeak 
more one toanother, and one for a- 
nother , that was only the good old 
way; THEN they that feared the 
Lord fake often one TO anther : Bur 
oh the tender, praying,: healing, 1 e- 
ſtaring SPIRIT, isdeparted;. and if 
Chriſtians. ſtir not up themſelves to 
call it back again, it. is a ſad preſage 
that God is departing t00;. and Wo 
aunts us when God departeth from ws - 
We are like water fpilt upon _the 
ground, that cannot be gathered: up 
again: We jaudg before we. enquire, 
and reject before we admoniſs: Our 
Brethren (upori vain ſarmi/es ) are 
te-x4 as Heathens and Publicans,  be- 
fore we have been to thews as Chriftis 


axs. and fellow members: And this 


we thifkk becometh ws, and we take a 
kind of pride and .contentment Rr. 
| | ut 
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| P'*%8 rit; and would gain our Brethren in 


underſtanding in all things. 


reaching affistion, 


| Exborr, co But now ſecondly, To {ach « 
| them that CAPM evidence to their own Souls that 
” have been chaſtening hath beex accompanied with 


I corrected $8 . bo A ; : 
nar in drvine teaching in any. Goſpel-pro 
' ſtruged h 
F * ſibleof the wantof it; hereis a word 
of Exhortation for them, ſ«ffer it I 


duſt before the Lord , [mite upon. your 
thigh; figh with the breaking of your 
loyns, and cry out with Zphraims, 
T hou -bgft-chaſftiſed me, and 1] wa 


f0 


| Gal. 6.1. But ohtouformy, tO convince, to exe. 
+ Mac. 18.15. y,,y; to pray, to put the boxe that is? 
; ont, injoynt again, this, were, done 
© 1jo!entis likethe Diſciples of Chriſt ; ro ſhew: 
 Sandta, op-.our-ſelves Chriſtians indeed, Profeſ-. 
 tabi/is- 14- ſors norof the letter, but of the Spi.. 


ny, + 


ſead of blaſting them. Conſider what |. 
1 ſay, and the Lord give you a right. 


And thus much for ſuch as are come . 
ent of affiiftion, and find that it 
hath been through free grace a 


portion, or at leaſt are not dceply ſen- 


beſeech you; Rowl your ſelves in the' 


chaſtiſed, as 4 Bullock, wnaceuftomed | 


| for thy afti4ion again : God had put <20n0r be 
himſelf ;»ro thy hands ( as it were, ) . 
J and thou baft- let him go without hich can} © 


iy, - « 
x —_— 


& to the yoke: I have felt-the blows-of Reader, 7 
Y God, but thatis a#; I have received **cvle tie? 
F £0 more inffrufion by all my correft- 7 this | 


Þ 1 have quickly /of: ;r; it is fled like a Jer. 31.18, © 
i b:rd, from the: b5xth, and from the Nunquan  - 


Y like the untimely fruit of 4 Woma® uynguam 
Þ that never ſaw, the Sun. Truly thou /atis dici- 


. BE oped that ſo thy Soul may 
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jon, then 4 br ate beaſt ; or if.I had, Scripture, > 


ha ont, To i. [tis dif 
womb, and from the conception: Ic is cur, quod 


haſt cauſe to fir down, andeven wyfh tur 5 thi 


roo ofcen 
ſpoken, 


T H E Blefſtng . the bleſſing of [a not be (uf- 4 
ving Infiruftion : how mayſt thou ficiently - 
even wiſh (1 fay ) Othat I werein _— 4 

Sretks” DEG =g . Epiſk, 7 
priſon again, in my ſick bed again, in gfetg 
banifhment again, & fic in cet. HOW- Pai, 58. 8+. 3 
ever, humble thy ſelf greatly before 1 
the Lord , and wreſtle mightily for 
the AFFER TEACHINGS 
of God upon thy heart, pray, T #r# 
me Lord, and I ſhall be turued, for 
thou art the Lord my God; what af- 
fiction bath not done, Lord do thow-; 
ſet Omnipetency en Work, and it ſhall 
bedone; twrs me, and I SHALL 


to the praiſe of free.grace : 


yet ſpea 
wh AFTER 
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1 ſmote. upon the thigh, I was aſt 
med, yea even. conformded, becanſe* 
did bear the reproach of my 'yomth, 
Urge the Lord, as $«mp/n did after 
his victory, Fudge. 15. 18. Thow haſ 
given this great deliverance inco the 
bard of thy ſervant, dvd. ſhall T7 now 
"aye for thirſt, and fall into the 
hand of the uncircumciſed ? Say thou, 
Lord, thou haft given thy ſervant 


death, and ſhall 1 now per3/> for want 


; me thy way, O Lord, Iwill walk in 
| Pia.143.:0 thy trath : Unite my heart tofear thy 
: Name: TEACH meto do thy will, 
for thou art my God, thy Spirit # 
good; lead me into the Land of up- 
rightneſs. In a word, deſire the 
Lord that He would do all the work, 
and then eake all the glory : Say, 


and I ſhall be b/eſſed. ENTS 
The fourth and laſt Branch of Ex- 
hortation is to'P arents and Co- 

Pr monrs. T0 
To 


ard AFTER that I'was imſtrutte | 


this great deliverance from danger and 


| Pal,86. 11. of teaching , and go down to Hell 
| amons the awncircumciſed ? TEACH 


Lord, teach me as well as deliver me, 


ry AFG Y © 2 


mn. ww ry —uQ, mw. Wk. 5 wy Io 


" * Fe 2 Wy . 
_ +. 3. a 

% 

w "58 


TIT —_..-_—_ » —_— 


| Inftruttion, I 2 
MJ Toextortthem. #* the edxcarion of Exhortate. | 
their Children to imitate God, 2 Parents 
and that in ewo things, | ; 
7. In affording their children 
 Ccorrelivosn. 
2. Onts Correfion to add Inftr x- 
(1160. ; 

Firſt , Afford your Children due 1 Exhoite. * 
cerreftion. It is the counſel of the — ; 
Holy Ghoſt, CHASTEN thy ſon ain; | 
while there is hope, and let not thy Pro.19,ur, © 
nj Soul ſpare Fn his crying. Behold, | 
dj God counſelleth you that are Pa- 
ty rents, or 5» fead of Parents, to do 
4 with your children as He doth 
1] with his; wiſely to uſe the 45/c:- 
"| plive of the rod, before viciows d5f- 
1] poftions grow into habits, and folly 1] 
' | be ſodeeply rooted, that the Rod of *19 2215 


{ orreftic» will not- drive it one. 7 Trapp 


| Error and folly, ſaith one very el ns ; 
ef be the knots of Satan, wherewith he on Pove. © 
| ties children to the fol to be burnt in cum. 

| is Hell, and theſe knots are eafſs- 

| /ieft cut berimes, or if you ſhould 

| make the child 4/-ed*in cutting of- 

| them, let it not cauſe you to with- 

araw your hand ; for (0 it follow- 

c&th , Chaſten thy ſon, &c, and /ct 
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© aG@ . CorrefF:0n, 
ot thy Soul ſpare for hu crying : it 
is not only foolsfs, but cruel pity tO 
forbear correction for a few child: 
s/6 tears; to ſuffer the child to how! 
in Hell for fin , rather then to [Hed 
a few tears for the preventing of it, 
Fooliſh fathers and mothers Call 


this /ove, but the Father of ſpirits 
calls it hatred: He that Fareth the 


rod, HATETH hw ſon, Pro. 13, 
* Vald:in 24, Surely there is nothing ſo ill 
__ ,, ſpared, as that whereby the child is 
=o pl {cn. bettered, ſuch ſparing is hatred ; and 
ziet flus becauſe you hate your children innot 
patris len- correCing of them, they come after- 
fatem, ut- ward to hate you for not correfting 
Pha ofe of them : but that is not all, * the 

C; . . . 
ſevertcs Parents /enity in this caſe makes 


tem. Aug, way for Gods ſcverity: Pity £0 


in Plz. 5o the fleſh is craelty to the ſoul, fo] ; 


6s '#- the Hebrew may be rendred, * Spare 
Pagn. de. 92 to bu deftruftion, or to cauſe him 


riving the 79 dye, that is, to occaſion his de- 


original ſtruction : The foohi/ſh indulgence: 
wordfrem of the parent may be, and often is, 


the root the death of the child, eternal death ; 


WP - Parents ſpare their children in their 


Hiph. ſig folly to the deſt-uBlion both of be- | 


rokilt, dy and ſou/, And this may help us 


eq 


faith the Hoſy Gboſt, fear not cor. 7e*! admoy- 


it into thy hand, ic may ſmart it eos q%0s ſes 


a tive drawn from the fruit of cor- ; 5m, 14 
reftion ; withhold net corretivon fr boy 


= 


Infliraftion. 26Þ 
to expound that other parrrilelcexr, 2 
withhold not correftion from the Pro.23.13, * 
child, for if thou beat bim with the | 
rod he ſhaſl not dye :; The meaning 
may be either, that corref50» will 
mt kill him, the rod will break, no 
bones , ſo preventing and reproy- 
ing at once the filly and fimful ten- 
derneſs of fond parents, who thinkif 
they ſhould corrett their children, they 
would preſently dye of it ; they are 
as afraid to uſe the rod, as - itwere 
a ſword: * Abraham feared not ſo, ,. .. 
muck to ſacrifice his ſox, as ſuch pa- — 
rents fear to chaſten him. Nay, but D oplace. 


region, :for behold, the frokes of ea. 6 
the. 70d are -not the ffrokes Of death :\,,,.., ant; 


it is buta rod it is not a ſerpert, take nos autem 


will not fting, To obviate the fear 24am - 
of parents in' this caſe, God himſelſ wb ot 
giveth them his word forit, He ſhall 5 nu” 
not aye : This I ſay may bethe mean- verborum 
ing, by correfling thy child ,. thou «feritare 
ſhalt not marder him.'Or elſe (which - == 


os o_ | a 
I rather conceive )\the words may be Gees: in 


» in the 


262 | Correttion, 


: *Greg.Ny;. fiog accompanying it (i often a 
| - cant, means tO prevent death ; it maypre- 
* Hom. 12, vent the firſt and ſecond acath , ee 
E , There is which the child is expoſed by the þ#- 
: 29975 fol indulgence of the parent. The 
WEL * word uſed in thisplace, ſaith one, 
q wherein ſeems ro-note an immortality; ſo that 
” morcis He ſhall not aye, is all oneas if the 


| underſtood Holy Ghoſt had ſaid; * He ſhall live 


Don ex: for ever ; the-rod on the fleſh ſhall 


K, ; 
""C.rr, bea means to ſavetheſoul in the day 


I'2, of the Lord Jeſus; pe are chaſtened; | 


Pla. 141.5 rhat we ſbould not be condemned with 
the world, Such ſmitings ( as David 
ſaith in another caſe, ) all be a kind- 
eſs, and ſuch rebakes are ſo far from 
breaking the head, that they ſhall be 

h an excellext og! which ſhall care, and 

F 10: da = life. The very Philo'opher could 

i 1x4 ay; Correftion ts akindof Phyſich or 


'— leis 4- Medicine, Alas, our childrew are 
it, Eib. fick, and crael is that mercy which: | 
or wiil ſuffer them to-dye, (yea eternal- 


H,) r:tber thendiſguſt their pa/ates 


with a little bitter phyſick'? Apes." 


" and Afonkeyr, they bein the forms: 
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the child ;, why > He ſhall not dye, i. e. * 
it 947 be, and ( through divine dlef. | 


of men. and. women,/ who thus hug (4 
their } 


*Ffheir {irele ones to death 5 Paricides Poremprores © 
Jracher then Parexrs;of whom we may fu 14am = 
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' Correftion, 263 © 


parentes, 


fay,as ſometime the Roman Emperor : 
laid 'of ; Herod ( when OOO bog 
that he had murdered hz own ſor us inter 
among the reſt of the infants in. Beth. pucros quits. 
lem, that ſo he might be ſure ( ashe '* 5/4 
ſuppoſed.) to deſtroy the King of the New uct Fl 
fews, ) ſurely it were bettter tobe ſuch vun, infra 
peoples ſmrine,' then their ſons, . O bimatum 


hateful indulgence ! mercileſs pity | to jſt inter- 


loſe a child for want of correftion 1 #4 ft nm. 
F'10que equs 


ſuch parents throw both the 7odand ,.,;;,, 
the ch/d into; the fire atonce; the a'e, meliug 
rod into-the fire, of the chimney and, et Herodg 
the ch;/d into the fire of Hell. This is. £27c*m offe | 
not done like God, for whows rhe __ 
Lerd leveth he chaſteneth, and (conrg- co, $a, 
eth every ſon whom he receiveth ; And. lib, 2. c. 4. 
ſo doth every wiſely. loving Parent 3, Heb. 12.6* 
He. that. {pareth 'the rod bateth bu. ; 
en, but he that loveth hins chaſten- P19-13-24» 


Jeth him b:itimes, AS. moths are 
{beaten our of a garment witha rod, 
yo muſt wices Out of childrens 


hearts.,'- And far, want of this-di/cs- 


Yplinary. love , how have ſme. chil- 


dren; acoſed their. parents: on their 


(death bed; .yea-at the Gatolys? and 


how 


*_— 


wy 
3 a 


Corre1:on, 


| Hoc Non parent many times - for his mercy 


how many do and will curſe themin 
Hell, in ſome fuch language as Cypri-' 
an ſuppoſeth infants to complain of 
their parents who denyed them'Bap. 
"oops tiſm ; 7 he treacherons fondneſs of our 
an L "2 parents hath brought us into theſe tor- 
fidia paren- Ments, our fathers and mothers havt 
#es ſenſimus bee our murderers; they that gave nt 
paracidas gyr-nataral life, have deprived ws of 
Cp: ST. a better, and they that would not 
8 correlt us with the 10d, haveoccaſi- 


oned us now to be tormented witht 


ſcerprons, O it would prieve the heart 

of the moſt unnatural parent inthe 

world to hear the doleſul complaints, 

and thoſe hideous yell;wgs of poor 

children in Hell fire, whom their 
fondneſs hath ſent hither, and oh 

* Filius pe- that they would /;ften to them, before 
tris ſenzt they themſelv:s came into that plac 


. leritatem, of torment, and there firid no mercy, 


ut poſtca becauſe here they have ſhewed their 


—__ children ſo mach. * The child goet! 


rem, & (0 Hell for his wickedneſs, and tht 


Solus 2 Yea eve in this life, how do many 
-rieny =o odly Parents ſmart for their fondweſ; 
tre. 4ug, becauſe they will not make their ehil 


in Pla, 5e, dren ſmart for their fo/y, Þ' El 


—_ 
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Inſtr attion.  2640-Y. 
and David would net ſo much asre- t Vid, 3 
via buke their ſons.: and God gavethem cby/oft, l. © 

! . . - 2, aduere 7 
of | both great rebakes i» their ſons: It is 7; _-., lf 
p-j faid of Ei, Hzs ſons made themſelves yin pus 
yl vile, andhe RESTRAINED fice, _ 
ar-| them not : the Hebr. fignificth, He 15am, 3.13 3 
vel FROW N E Dnotuponthem. Oh _— 4 
xe| fad! for want of a frows to deſtroy , 45 4s. | 
of | a Soul ! the Soul of a Child ! to /wile (ons; theig 
10t} 4 Child to Hel! Conſider of it; I fins de- 4 
fi-| am mueb afraid, this anchriftian, yea ftioyed. | 


ich] »»1atural indulgence of Parents, is ©" 35d 


_ 


4% 


' ok 
art] the fountain of all that confulion, un- oo —_— 


the der which Z-g/az4 attbis time reels chny/off. ut 
and ftaggers like a drunken man : and /*p. 
or] for this very fin, ( at leaſt.) for this 
cirl «moxg Others, yea, and forthis above 
oh] others, Godis * viſiting all che fami- * wnde avs 
lies of the Land, from the Threne to Plz inme 2þ 
the pooreſt Cottage. Parents have laid 7;"" P*'P&= 
the fopndation gt their own ſorrows. warn wk 
their ehildrens ruine 4 and the FOIL ola- ne quod fie 7 
tio of the Nation, in the l/ooſencſs /ios noftras 
cnd delicacy of their education , and /"*'95 ai» 
yet are not ſex/;b{e of it to this day : | 
We have not correRed ozr children, dare nextis 
and therefore Gad is correRing ws in gimus ? 
our children-; We * haye not cr0/3'4 Bo” 
them in their. pnlawfut defires, and T- 
N therefore | 


— 


” 266  Correltion, 
E* God therefore God doth croſs us in our 
{makes Our righteous deſires ; We have Walked 
rods, ( Even in this point, exceedingly ) 
becauſe Contrary toGod, and to his Diſcipline, 
"we have and therefore God is walking contra- 
| withheld 7-7 :6 25, and is puniſhing us /eves times 
pt om, 907 for this iniquity, And there- 
| We gave {Ore Oh that Parents would at 
| them roo length awaken themſelves , to fol- 
* much reſt, low both the pattern and precepe 
| and chere- of their heavenly Father; who , as 
j = £ my he correfteth whom he loveth, ſo he 
| = * commands them to corre, if they 
+ Pro.29.17, love , their children, zyithbold uot 
+ Levir, 26: correftzow from the chila; for - if 
+ Melins efl thou corrett him with the Rod, he 
| BN 06- ſoall not dye , If the Rod draw blood 
” tris, quam ( ſhould need be ) it is ad ſalntem; 
| in blandi- it is as the Phyſician deals with them 
| 2menzs pe- to prevent a feaver; a feaver of 
4 -—- ane bojling paſſions here, and: of boyling 
þ v” fire and brimſione hereafter ,; it is 
| co cxre, not to kill ; yea, thou kill- 
eff, if thou doſt not wound, and 
therefore again I ſay, withhold it not; 
Give the rod unto thy child, and 
he will one day give thee thavks for 
ic. Yea, itis worth obſervation, that 
the ſame word intheoriginal, which 

| is 
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Toſtruttion. 


267 3 


is tranſlated withhold, ſignitiech alſo 
ro forbid; meeting with another 
diſtemper ' in Parents, who as they 


will not corre& their childrenthem- - 


felves, ſo allo they forbid others to 
corre& them , under whoſe 2xition 
they pur them : As if they were a- 
fraid their children would not haye 
fn enough here, nor he// enough 
hereafter; they lay in Cavears ap: inſt 
the means which God hath fanQi- 
fied for their reclaiming. What 
tears of blood are ſufficient to: be. 
wail this folly ! You that are godly» 


wiſe , and wiſely loving , take heed 


of it, and when you commit your 
children to others hands, do not in 
the mean while ho/dtheir hands 2 if 
thou judgeſt them not wiſe, why 
doſt thou chaſe them? if thou ch#ſe 
them, why doſt thou not z-»ft them ? 
Viell then, if the rod be in #h:ne 
own hand, withhold it wot , if in 
thy friends hand, forbid it nor. Cer. 
tainly there is great »eed of this du- 
ty, which the Spirit of God doth fre- 
quently incalcate all along the Pro- 
verbs. I will conclude this branch 
of the Exhortation with inverting 
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Correllion, 


the Counſel of our Saviour in this . 


ſenceBeyeNOT MERCEFUL, 


| Mat. 5.44 phat Jou may be the children of your 


450 


heavenly Father : for whom he loveth 
be correlteth, and ſconrgeth every ſox 
Whom he receiveth, Go thou and 
do likewiſe, and this ſhall be your 
mercy and Hove to your children : 
He that 


' Pro,x3-24 ſon; but he that loveth him, chaſten- 


" 2 Exbott, 
Add in- 

 ftiucion 
to Corrc- 


| ion, 


«th him betimes. 

Secondly, You that are Parents, 
or inſtead of Parents, If you would 
have your children happy, Add I» 
ftruflion to Correfion : imitateGod 
in this part of paternal: Diſcipline 
alſo, let Chaſftiſement and Teuſtru- 
&50n go together : Tt is that which 
the Holy Ghoſt urgeth upon you , 
Bring them up in the NURTURE 


Epa.6.4 ,x4 ADMONITION of the 


* 0: 


Pater erue 


Lord : There be two words relating 
to both theſe Parental duties; & Te- 
Seiay in * caſtigatione , in the Chas 
fiſement or Corretlion, and: it is 


A flium. added, of the Lord: that is, either 
Bez. 


in the Chaſti/emext, wherewith the 
Lord exerciſeth his children; or in 


the Chaſftiſement which the: Lord 


Come 


fpareth the rod', hateth his 


— 


Inſtyn{ton. 
commandeth earthly Parents to exer-= 
ciſe rowards their children ; this is 
_ the firſt duty, of which: already. 
And then there is another word, 
which holdeth forth the ce: and 4e- 
gn of Parental Correction, and that : 
is & ve0eoia_ jn the Admonition and M_ = ] 
Inſftraftion of the Lord, 1. e, in "00% 1 
nk _ Inſtrutions taken out Mr 
of the Word- of God, or ſuch as are peo accep- 
approved of by God ,, The ſum is tis, Bcz. 
this, That while we chaſten the © 
flefs, we ſhould labour to inform and 
form the mind and ſpirit, by infu- 
ſing right principles , preſſing and Proprie figs - * 
urging upon their tender hearts *#4 4d- ? 
counſel, reproof, and infruttimn, as ew fot; 
the matter requirech. This is the trer /eq © 
duty of Paretits, to imitate God, to talem, quas 
ſet InſiruQion expound CorreRion ; {*m in men. 
and with a rod in the hand, and a © Pr 


. on 
word in the month, totrain up their © rele 


children tO /ife eternal, A dumb red ne ns ud 
is but a brtiſÞ Diſcipline, and will ſa/«tens ne+ 
certainly leave them more bratifh Yarie. 
then it found them, Chaſtifement £2". in 
without teaching may ſooner break oY 
the bones then the heart; it may mor- . / 
tifle the fleſs, but not corraption; ".2 
N 3 exfinguiſh "eg 
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4 F227 Correttion, 
extinguiſh ature , but never beget | 
| Pro zg I5 grace, But theRoedanaREPROOE 
give wiſdom. Inſtraftion added to - 
Corre& 99, asit makes excellent Chrs- 
frians , ſo it makes good Chilaren. || |, 
There be parents that are /evereand || $ 
_-carſt enough to their children; they | © 
ſpare for.no bows ,, inſtead of breaks | » 
ing them of their wills (by a wiſe Þ « 
a 
F. 


and - moderate. correQion ). they are 
ready to break their boxes, ( and their. 
xecks too ſometimes ) in their moods: | ti 
and paſſions ; but they never mind || 7 
the other branch of Paternal Diſci- p! 
pline , ſe. Inſtraflion and Aamo= | it 
2ition ; of ſuch Parents I ſuppoſe the- || a; 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Feb. 12. 9,10. | it 
have had Fathers of onr fleſh, who 
correled and chaſtened us after 
- THEIR OWN PLEASURE ; He 
ſpeaketh not of a/ Parents, but his- 
meaning is , there be ſuch men and. 
wommes 'in the world, who 'are moſt 
an/ike to Gd; and in ſmiting their: 
children , rather pleaſe themſebues 
then profit their children, He for 
_ ewr profit., but they after their own 
pleaſure., to give vent to their uſo 
few, and  ſaticfi their vindictive rags 
an 


. Yvery i»fancy ſhe inſtrufted him in the. 
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is a divine /entence in the mouth of OP» Kul 


Isſtraftion, 
and fery; and when isthat ? truly 
when the Rod-and Reproof-do not *- 
g0-together ; it is an'argumentthere 
s more:pafſton then judgment, more 
laft then /ove, in ſuch chaſtiſements; 
Such Parents do rather &cray their 
own folly , then take a courſe to 
make their children wiſe ; The Rod Sola" 
and. Reproof give wiſdom , neither peas 
alone, will do it 3 the Rod without: 7 vie. 
Reproof will harden the heart, and 
reach the children ſooner to hate the 
Parent , then to hate /i»;, and Re- 404% oþ 


proof without the Rod will leave no FLAAHOBE-- 
| M . +  mallt Willa: 
IMPTENION ; Repooof's of inftruftion diſguns, 


= 


are the way of life, or Corredions of y;9. 6, 23, 
inſtruction ; a leffon ſer on with a 

whipping is beſt remembred: - It is di- 

vine truth that mult be theinſtrument 
of working ſaving graceinthe heart , 1 
Sanitifie them with thy truth,thy Word. 
&5 trath. Ti is the commendatios of 
Timothy his Mother , that from his 


Fob. 1 7.17s 


Scriptures, which Were able to*make 2 Tim. 3s 
him wiſe to Salvation. When there "5: © 


the Rid, it brings wiſdom and life 
with it, 
N 4 And. 


| 272 Correttion, 
| rtiam in And therefore', .O that Parents | 
* Scriptmris would imitate the Father of ſpirits 
| debere i7- {1 this bleſſed art of Paternal Diſci- 
_ ”-  pline: joyn the ord of Inftrafti- 
. beros {10s ; 
* That Pa- 0 tO the Rod of (orrettion, teach 
"rents eught as well aschaſtiſe : Reprove, vebuke, 
| to inſtru exhort with all long ſuffering and 
| af pe dorine : It is true, it is enjoyned:; 
j ory ties Timo hy as a Paſtoral daty; but-it. 
 prures, I$ astrue, that every Parent isa King, - 
” 2 Tim.4 3: a Prophet, and a Prieff, A King, to 
govery and chaſtiſe 5 a Prophet, to' 
teach and inftruf , anda Prieſt, to 
offer up ſpiritual ſacrifice to God, 
Prayer and Praiſe with and for the 
Family. - O that every child mighr. 
| have cauſe to give their Parents that 
1 mw commendation, which once Ax-: 
F gs fats. guſtin gave his Mother, - in reference » 
| gebt ut th to his Baptiſm : Jy mother ,. ſaith 
| "patty he, made it her buſineſs to make God 
= tes, que:  * 7 | 
i fon TY Father, —— becauJe ſhe travelled 
- piteman mWith my evirlaſting ſalvation, with . 
Sſolutem more tenderneſs and ſorrow, then e» 
| charins ,,, ver ſhe did with my firſt birth. O' 
"hr that natural Parents could: beſpeak\, 
" 1. x. c. rx - the fruit of their loyns, 2s S. Paal © 
WW beſpeaks his Galatians, My. little © 
+ Gal. 4. 19, children, of whom I travel in birth 
| | 045 Again 
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Inſtruftion., 


j 494i, wntil Chriſt be formed in 
ts | jou; that ſo they might rejoyre in 
- | the ſecond, more then ever they did 
= {| in the firſt births Why, thisis done 
h. | by the zyord and the R14. Corrett 


yea he ſhall give aclight mnto thy 
Soul , Corret | how 7: the 15. verſe 
1 anſwers; The Rod and Reproof give 
wiſdom ; Thus give your Children 


I reſt and delight. Though correRi- 
on for: the preſent do not give thexs 
reſt, for no chaſtening for the pre= 


(ent ſeemeth tobe Joyore , but grie- 


; 
| 20, yet it will make them give 
: | you reſt : and though correction 
doth not delight them , yer ir ſhall 
| make them give delight to you; 
| What greater delight then ro ſee 
| your children walkxing.in che Truth | 
| ard to think thus: with your ſelves 


thy ſos, and he ſhall give thee reſt, © *9+ "Ts ; 


eorreftion', and they ſhall give you 


3 Jobn 43 


Pot ded; 


» act 


| L ( not as Cafſiodor expreſſe:h be: th; c familia j#t- 
'l ſo many ſons ſo many Convſcll ys to ines, tot 

| the State, bur )- that, fo many 444d 
Cl/lg C(Ohe 


children Cod hatch given ou , 10. [oares, 


many children you' have brought up 
for Ged, and ſo many heirs for the 
Kingaom of Heaver, Well, Cha- 
fiſe 


— 
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F274 Correflion, 


iſe and reach them ont of the Law, 


( 


of . God, and thy Children all be FF; 
Bleſſed. | #( 
Which that they may , indeed, $ 


__ take one ſhort CAUTIONJ],, 
*. . more; andthat is, 4: 


pany Teaching ; God need uſe one- 
Iy the Rod and the word , becauſe] 
the bleſſing is in his own hand, he cant 
command a bleſſing , It is not ſo} 
with .vs, As Pexl may plat , andy® 
Apollo may water, bat God muſt} 
give the increaſe ; ſo the Father} 
may corre, the Mother may. 5: 
ftrn, both may do both, but God 
muſt give the Bleſſing, and theres 
fore Chriſtian Parents, gyhile they. 
b-. add T»ftrnitonto Corretion,: ſhould F. 
' Ora &> li- add Prayer to Inſtrnftion; Means: 
| ». bore. are Outs, Facceſs is Gods; and there. 
= and fore let vsput the Red into the hand 
vn”. of Inftruftion, Iuftruftion into the. 
hand of Prayer, and al into the hand 
of God. I knew a worthy” gracious | 
Lady ( ſometimes living in the City) Þ 
who would neyer uſe the Rod; 4 
(as |; 


jay 
x agtotbe FE adit 


© LY Os "0 
+ —_ =p ng " Sar 
oo Ed, 7 ; # F OR - Y 
Shy 
a od 


_ Iftrultion. Rl 2 
F$( as wich much pious I»/frxion bee b 
be Ffire ; fo aftcy ) would cauſe the Child 
#( if of capacity ) orever it ſtir'd from 
d Ffrom the place, ſolemnly to knee! 
N 1 down and beg a /:fing of Ged upop 
Fit. Go you, and do /ikewi/e;, Pray 
ASJand teach your Children to pray, that 
4" 1God would fo bleſs Corretion and Tx-- 
n Ir uttion, that both may make you 
Jand your Children BLESSED. 
4. Amen. 
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